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1 Claim.
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My invention relates to can openers, and par-
ticularly to a combination can opener and dis-
penser which is adapted to be positively locked
to the top of a tin can.

The common comestic practice in opening tin
cans containing fluids, such as milk, fruit juices,
and syrups, is merely to punch {wo diametrically
opposed holes in the top of such a can. One of
the holes is used to dispense the fluid, while the
other functions to admit air into the can. This
method is at best inadequaie, messy, and highly
unsanitary. The liquids being dispensed have
a tendency to spill over the side of the can, and
also to collect on the top and solidify, thereby
clogging the punched holes.

The principal object of my invention is to pro-
vide an inexpensive combination can opening
and contents dispensing device which may be
positively locked to the top of a tin can to pro-
vide a spout through which the liquid in the can
may be neatly dispensed. )

I accomplish this object by means of the novel
combination and arrangement of elements de-
scribed below and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing in which— .

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a tin can with
my device locked on the fop thereof;

Fig, 2 is an exploded, enlarged perspective view
of my device;

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary, enlarged, front eleva-
tion view of my device positioned on the top of
a fin can;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary, enlarged, rear eleva-
tion view of my device showing a portion of the
can top in section and my locking means in un-
locked position; and

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 with the lock-
ing means in locked position.

Referring to the drawings and more particu-
larly to Fligs. 1,2 and 3—

{ indicates generally a flat elongated element
which forms the main structural member of my
device. Turned down at the forward end of this
element are two flat hooks 2, each of which is
adapted to engage the underneath part of the
rim of a tin can 3, as best shown in Figs. 1 and
3. Centrally disposed between these two hook
portions 2 and extending a substantial distance
beyond the front end of the element 1 is a spout
4 having a concave cross section as best shown
at § in Fig. 3. The spout 4 extends rearwardly
and communicates with the struck out portion
§ which has a depending, pointed, sharpened
end 1. On either edge of the element (, and
extending from the front thereof rearwardly to
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a zone slightly behind the struck out portion 6,
the edges 8 are bent upwardly and outwardly
at about a 45° angle to the plane of the flat-ele-
ment (. Adapted to slide on these edges 8, and
fit snugly thereon is the cover 9, having an open-
ing 10 therein, which cooperates with the.spout

-4, when the cover is positioned on the element

(. The rear of the cover is depressed, as shown
at {1, in order to insure a snug fit where the
rear of the cover comes in contact with the sur-
face of the flat element {, slightly behind the
struck out portion 6. A depression 12 may be
provided in the flat element | at this point, and
a depending teat 13 complementary thereio may
be provided in the portion f{ of the cover 9, so
that when the cover is positioned on the flat
element I, the teat 13 will engage the depression
12, thereby securing the cover 8 firmly on the
element {. Behind the depression 12, and spaced
from the rear end of element I, is the locking
means comprising a triangular shaped blade 14,
fastened by riveting {5 or other appropriate
means o the shaft 16 which is rotatably mounted
in the element I. Washers 17 secured to shaft
i6 and on either side of the element [ prevent
vertical movement of the shaft 16 and maintain
at least the upper corners of the blade {4 in
spaced relation to the lower washer. At the
top of the shaft 16, and fastened at right angles
thereto is a handle 18 with which the blade and
shaft may be turned. The edges of the blade
14 are sharpened, and the width at the top there-
of exceeds the maximum thickness of the blade
and the shaft. A depressed portion 19 may be
provided at the rear-.of the element I, to pro-
vide a finger or thumb grip when the device is
being attached to the can.

My device is preferably made of metal, but
portions of it, such as the cover, or the handle
i8 may be made of plastic or any other suitable
material.

To operate my device, it will be apparent that
the hooks 2 are merely positioned under the rim
of the can, and the device then pressed down
towards the can. The pointed end 7 of the struck
out portion 6 will pierce the top of the can and
curl 2 portion of said top of the can coextensive
therewith downwardly and inwardly. This co-
extensive strip of metal will be pressed tightly
against the underside of the element 6. The
blade 18 is preferably inserted parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the element I, and then,
after the entire blade has entered the can, the
handle 18 is turned through an are of 90°, there-
by locking the device to the top of the can. It
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will also be apparent that the slot cut by this
blade 14 will serve as an opening to admit air
to the can as the contents of the can is flowing
out the spout portion. The cover may be posi-
tioned on the element | before this attaching
operation, or it may be attached afterwards.
Thereafter, merely by tilting the can, any desired
amount of the contents of the can may be poured
therefrom.

While I have described my invention in "its
preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that
the words I have used are words of description
rather than of limitation, and that changes:with-
in the purview of the appended claim :may: he
made without departing from the frue_ scope.and
spirit of my ipvention,

What Iclaim is: :

A can opening and contents dispensing device
comprising a flat, elongated, metal -element
adapted to lie on top of a can; said element

- “ having“laterally :spaced ‘depending hooks-at cne
+end - thereof adapted ‘to -engage the underneath
-part-of- the rim-of :said can, and having an open-
Ling - therein-adjacent said-end fermed- by-stfik-
~ing- a-centrally disposed--portion of said-element
“downwardly; -said - struck down -portion being
~pointed-at its lower end adapting it to penetraie
“the-top of said:can; and-the portion-of-said ele-

4

ment between said hooks being depressed to form
a shallow discharge trough extending from a
point beyond said hooks to and merging with
said struck down portion; a cover slidably coop-
erating with the upper surface and the lateral
edges of said element adjacent said trough and
overlying said opening and a portion of said
trough; and_means for locking said device to

‘the top-of ;said can:comprising-a flaf, pointed
"blade rotatably mountéd in sald elemeéent and
.adapted to be pressed through the top of said

can, and having a handle thereon for turning

+said-blade-dfter it has passed through said top.

HARRY E. KUEHN.
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