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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER HAJAs, a 

subject of the King of Hungary, residing at 
Brantford, in the Province of Ontario and 

5 Dominion of Canada, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Stretchers, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in stretchers. 
(0. The primary object of this invention is to 

provide a foldable stretcher structure in 
which the members thereof are retained by 
suitable devices in a rigid formation when 
operatively positioned. 

L5 A further object is to provide a stretcher 
frame having all of its parts foldable to 
gether in compact form and a locking means 
for the braces and side members for rigidly 
retaining the same in their operative posi 

20 tions. w 
A still further object is to provide a fold 

able rectangular stretcher frame having a 
removable mattress member attached there 
to by means of hinged hooks carried by the 

25 frame and positionable within receiving 
sockets when the frame is folded in its inop 
erative position. 
With these general objects in view and 

others that will appear as the nature of the 
30 invention is better understood, the same con 

sists in the novel combination and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter fully described, 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
and pointed out in the appended claims. 

35 in the drawings forming a part of this ap 
plication and in which like designating char 
acters refer to corresponding parts through 
out the several views: Figure 1 is a perspec 
tive view of the stretcher frame in its oper 

40 ative unfolded position. Fig. 2 is a perspec 
tive view thereof in its folded position. Fig. 
3 is a top plan view of the frame with the 
transverse braces partially folded. Fig. 4 is 
a transverse sectional view taken through 

45 the frame and through the mattress secured 
thereon. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view 
of the hinge locking means upon an en 
larged scale. Fig. 6 is a transverse sectional 
view taken through the plane of the locking 

50 bolt of the hinge locking means. Fig. 7 is a 
detail side elevation of a portion of one of 
the stretcher bars illustrating the pivoted 
hook carried thereby. Fig. 8 is a transverse 

sectional view thereof, and Fig. 9 is a per spective enlarged view of an edge portion of 55 
the mattress. 

Referring more in detail to the drawings, 
the stretcher broadly consists in a foldable 
frame comprising opposite side bars 10 hav 
ing central hinges 11 upon the lower sides of 60 
said bars and whereby one end portion of 
each bar may be swung downwardly and 
then under the other end portion so as to lie 
in folded position therebelow. Each of said 
end portions is centrally hinged as at 12 65 
upon its upper side, thereby forming termi 
nal handles 13 upon each side bar and by 
means of which the stretcher is lifted and 
carried. Transverse braces 14 are pivoted as 
at 15 between the side bars, the same being 70 
connected to the handle portions 13 there 
of. Each of these braces is provided on its 
inner side with a central hinge. 16 and 
whereby the braces may be folded together 
lying beneath the side bars and with the said 75 
bars having their inner faces contacting each 
other. With the braces in this position, the , 
separate portions of the side bars may have 
their respective handles 13 moved upon the 
hinges 12 to a position engaging the upper 80 
sides of the said bars 10, while the portions 
of said bars may be then moved together 
upon their hinges 11 in their contacting po 
sitions and at which time the entire stretcher 
frame will be compactly folded as illustrated 85. 
in Fig. 2. A locking means for retaining 
the hinges 11, 12 and 16 with their respective 
members unfolded and in their alining po 
sitions consists of a hasp member 1 sup plied with the usual central hinge 18 and 90 
with a longitudinal slot 19 through one of 
the leaves thereof. The said hasp being se 
cured by means of screws 20 to one of the 
hinging members, the slot 19 of said hasp is readily positionable over a projecting screw 95 
21 of the adjacent hinged member. A 
winged lock nut 22 is provided for the screw 
21 and when seated upon the hasp leaf over 
the slot 19, the hasp is firmly positioned over 
the hinge connection of the respective mem- 100 
bers and forms a rigid lock for said carry 
ing members in their alining positions. The 
outer faces of the side bars 10 are provided 
with hook-shaped recesses 23 which are 
equally spaced apart and in transyersealine 105 
ment with each other. A hook 24 is pivoted 
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in each of said sockets 23 by means of a 
screw 25 and has its hooked end 26 extending 
downwardly when the stretcher frame is op 
eratively positioned. By this arrangement, 
it will be seen that a fabric or mattress mem 
ber 27 may be stretched upon the frame 
when said frame is extended by placing the 
marginal eyelets. 28 thereof in engagement 
with the said hooks 26. It will be also seen 
that when the mattress 27 is removed from. 
the frame, the separate hooks 24 may be 
moved upon their pivots 25 and seated with 
in the receiving sockets 28. 

15 
The complete operation of the device will 

be apparent from the above detailed de 
scription, in that the stretcher frame is read 

20 

25 

SO 

ily assembled from its folded position as 
shown in Fig. 2 to its operative form as 
illustrated in Fig. 1 and at which time the 
hinge locking means 17 may be secured in 
position for each of the hinges 11, 12 and 16 
and whereupon the hooks 24 may be moved 
outwardly from their sockets 23 and the 
mattress 27 operatively attached to the 
frame by means thereof. 
While the forms of the invention herein 

shown and described are what are believed 
to be preferable embodiments thereof, it is 
nevertheless to be understood that minor 
changes may be made in the form, propor 
tion and details of construction without de 

1,129,089. 

parting from the spirit and scope of the in 
vention as set forth in the appended claims. 
What I claim as new is:- 
1. A stretcher frame comprising side bars : 

centrally divided into equal end portions, 
hinges between said end portions upon the 
under sides of said bars, the said end por 
tions being substantially centrally divided 
forming terminal handles for said side bars, 
hinges upon the upper sides of said bars and 
connecting the divided portions of said bar 
'end portions, transverse braces hinged to 
the lower sides of said handles, inwardly po 
sitioned hinges connecting the substantialiy 
equal end portions of said braces, and hasp 
locking means for said brace hinges and all 
of side bar hinges. 

2. A stretcher comprising foldable side 
bars, foldable braces connecting the said 
side bars together, the said side bars pro 
vided in their outer faces with hook-shaped 
recesses, outwardly swinging hooks pivoted 
in said recesses and a mattress cover for said 
stretcher having marginal eyelets adapted 
for engagement with said hooks. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ALEXANDER HAJAS. 

Witnesses: 
WsNESESL KovoiCs, 
Jos. KovoCs. 

  


