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3,114,544 
COMBINATION PLAYGROUND SLOPE AND 

PLAYHOUSE 
Kurt A. Jaensch and Kreszenz Jaensch, both of 

2265 W. Ford Place, Denver, Colo. 
Filed Sept. 7, 1962, Ser. No. 222,119 

8 Claims. (CI. 272-56.5) 
This invention relates broadly to recreation equipment 

and more specifically to a combined playground slope and 
playhouse. 
An object of the invention is to provide such apparatus 

which can be used as a play slope for coasting, sliding, 
ski practice and other like activities, and which slope can 
be changed as desired to a playhouse, music practice 
room, shelter or other like structure. 
A further object of the invention is to provide means 

for changing to alternate forms without requiring any 
extra parts, or the like. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a com 

posite slope and turn-around with selective provision for 
holding and retaining snow or like lubricous material 
thereon. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an ar 

rangement of component parts of such slope which are 
readily convertible to a playhouse structure with mini 
mum time and effort. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a struc 

ture having a plurality of structural elements so con 
structed and arranged to permit alternative assemblage 
into a playground slope and a playhouse and to permit 
easy storage and disassemblage. 

For a better understanding of the present invention, 
together with other and further objects thereof, reference 
is had to the following description taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings and its scope will be 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the 

invention assembled in one form; 
FIGURE 2 is a side view in elevation of the embodi 

ment and form of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a front elevational view of an alternate 

form of the embodiment of FIGURES 1 and 2: 
FIGURE 4 is a side view in elevation of the alternate 

form of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is a frontal view in elevation of the em 

bodiment of FIGURE 1, less ramp; 
FIGURE 6 is a view, partly in section, along line 

6-6 of FIGURE 5; 
FIGURE 7 is a view to an enlarged scale of one of 

the supporting legs, with parts broken away to conserve 
space, showing the adjustable extension; 
FIGURE 8 is a view, in section, along line 8-8 of 

FIGURE 7; 
FIGURE 9 is a view, in section, along line 9-9 of 

FIGURE 7; 
FIGURE 10 is a view, partly in section, along line 

10-10 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 11 is a view, partly in section, along line 

11-11 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 12 is an isometric view of one form of an 

other embodiment of the invention; 
FIGURE 13 is an isometric view of an alternate form 

of the embodiment of FIGURE 12; and, 
FIGURE 14 is a view to an enlarged scale, with parts 

broken away to conserve space, of an alternative securing 
arrangement of that depicted in FIGURE 10. 

Referring to the drawings and in particular to FIGURES 
1, 2, 5 and 6 thereof, the form of the invention shown 
therein is seen to comprise basically a turn-around in 
dicated generally by reference numeral 20 and a ramp 
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2 
indicated generally by reference numeral 22. The turn 
around 20 includes upstanding legs 24, 26, 28 and 30 
having front 32, back 34 and side panels 36 and 38 
secured thereto by Suitable fastening means such as bolts 
49 and the like. Angle members 42, 44, 46 and 48 are 
secured to the upper edges of the panels and the upper 
ends of the legs by suitable fastening means to provide 
structural rigidity. Channel members 50, 52, 54 and 56 
are releasably secured to interconnect the legs interme 
diate the ends thereof by a suitable fastening means such 
as bolts and the like. The channel members are provided 
with a piurality of holes spaced along the length thereof 
and the front, back and side panels are provided with 
matching holes 55 to receive releasable fastening means 
57 for securing the panels to the channel members. Bot 
tom panel 58 is supported by channel members 50, 52, 54 
and 56. The front, back and side panels are provided 
with a horizontal row of holes 55 near the bottom there 
of as well as a row near the mid point of the upper and 
lower edges thereof. Thus, the channels 59, 52, 54 and 
56 and bottom 58 can be selectively positioned in the 
elevated position as shown in FIGURES 1, 2, 5 and 6 or 
in the lower position shown in FIGURES 3 and 4. 

Legs 24, 26, 28 and 30 are provided with adjustable 
extensions 69, 62, 64 and 65. As best seen in FIGURES 
7 and 9, leg 30, and the other legs, are provided with ver 
tically spaced apertures 68 adapted to receive matching 
offset lugs 70 on the extensions. The extensions are ad 
justed in height by the positioning of lugs 70 in selected 
apertures of the legs. Each extension is provided with 
a ground plate 72 secured to the lower end in ground 
contacting relation by welding and the like. Side panels 
36 and 33 are each provided with window openings 74 
and 76 which may be covered with a suitable transparent 
material. A pair of gable panels 75 and 77 are posi 
tioned inside side panels 36 and 38 to rest on bottom panel 
58 for the purpose to be explained as the description 
progresses. 

Referring to FIGURES 1, 2, 5, 10, 11 and 14, the ramp 
22 is seen to comprise a pair of combined ramp and roof 
panels 78 and 80. These panels are supported in end-to 
end relation on a frame 82. Frame 82 is seen to include 
a pair of spaced parallel channel members 84 and 86. A 
plurality of transverse U-shaped elements 88 are fastened 
to channel members, as by bolts 90, at spaced points 
along their length to maintain the spacing therebetween 
and to provide structural support. The legs of the ele 
ment 88 are upturned and a side board 92 and 94 is 
fastened to the inside of the legs as by bolts 96 with the 
lower edge thereof spaced from the web of U-shaped ele 
ment 88 by an amount sufficient to receive the thickness 
of the combined ramp and roof panels 78 and 80 there 
between. Angle elements 98 and 108 are secured along 
the upper edges of side boards 92 and 94 by bolts 102 and 
the like, to provide rigidity. A friction pad 104 of de 
sired configuration may be positioned on panels 78 and 80 
for the purpose of retaining snow thereon or providing 
proper contact friction for this surface. 

Referring to FIGURE 10, the upper ends of spaced 
parallel channel members 84 and 86 of frame 82 of ramp 
22 may have a pair of angle brackets 96 secured thereto 
by bolts 508. Brackets 66 are each provided with an 
aperture adapted to register with holes 110 of channel 
element 50 supporting bottom panel 58 of turn-around 
20 and secured thereto by bolts 112 positioned through 
the apertures of brackets 106 and holes 13 of channel 
element 5t. An alternative ramp and turn-around secur 
ing arrangement is shown in FIGURE 14 wherein the 
upper ends of channel elements 84 and 86 are provided 
with a hook projection 14 and the holes 1a in element 
50 are sized to receive hook 14. 
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To convert the ramp and turn-around of FIGURES 1 
and 2 to the playhouse or shelter of FIGURES 3 and 4, 
the ramp 22 is disconnected from the turn-around 20 as 
by removal of bolts 112 or unhooking hooks 14 to de 
tach channel elements 84 and 86 from channel element 
50. Channels 50, 52, 54 and 56 are relocated in the 
lowered position as by removing fastening devices 57 
and repositioning same in lower holes 55. Bottom panel 
58 is now supported by channels 50, 52, 54, and 56 in the 
lower position. The front panel 32b, FIGURE 5, is seen 
to have a pair of hinge halves 16 and 18 secured there 
to adjacent the upper edge and the other half of these 
thinges are secured to the door portion of front panel 32b. 
Normally, the hinge halves remain connected and the 
door portion 32c is hingedly attached to panel 32b. As 
best seen in FIGURE 3, the conversion panel 32b is ro 
tated counterclockwise and secured with the longest di 
mension in an upright position with the door portion 32c 
cooperating with panels 32a and 32b to effect closure of 
the front of the shelter. 
The gable panels 75 and 77 are elevated and secured in 

position, by suitable means, such as bolts and the like, 
on top of the side panels 36 and 38. The combined 
ramp and roof panels 78 and 89 are removed from the 
ramp by sliding from between side boards 92, 94 and 
transverse elements 88. These panels are positioned and 
secured by suitable means on the gable panels to form 
the roof of the shelter. Reconversion from the shelter 
to ramp and turn-around is accomplished by reversing 
the above procedure. 

Another embodiment of the invention is illustrated in 
FIGURES 12 and 13, wherein identical parts are identi 
fied by the same reference numbers. The turn-around 20 
and the ramp 22 are constructed in substantially the same 
manner with some exceptions. The window opening 74 
of side panel 36 is deleted and a hinged door 20 is pro 
vided therein. The front panel 132 is provided with an 
opening 133 in the upper portion of a size to register with 
the adjacent end of the ramp 22 and extending down to 
the bottom panel 58 when in the upper position shown 
in FIGURE 12. A closure 132a for opening 133 is 
hingedly connected to front panel by means of hinges 
134. Closure 132a is provided with a window opening 
136 therein which may be covered with a suitable trans 
parent material. The ramp 22 is provided with suitable 
attaching means such as shown in FIGURES 10 and 11 
for attaching same to the turn-around. 
To convert the ramp and turn-around illustrated in 

FIGURE 12 to the shelter illustrated in FIGURE 13, the 
ramp is detached from the turn-around. The bottom 
panel 58 is lowered to the lower position in the manner 
described for the embodiment of FIGURES 1 and 2. 
The closure 132a is pivoted and secured, by Suitable 
means, into the closed position, shown in FIGURE 13, 
and the ramp 22 is inverted and placed over the thus con 
verted turn-around to form a top or roof. A pair of 
braces 137 are attached at one end to either side of the 
overhang of the inverted ramp and at the other end to 
the turn-around to provide structural support for the over 
hang. 

It will be seen that the structure of this invention when 
assembled as a ramp and turn-around may be used on 
the playground in the summer for wagon or Soap box 
car coasting and in winter, with the friction pad in place 
to hold snow on the ramp, for sleding or skiing. When 
the structure is converted to a shelter it may serve as a 
child's playhouse, music practice room or a toy or tool 
Storage. 
While there have been described what at present are 

considered to be the preferred embodiments of this in 
vention, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
various changes and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the invention. It is aimed, there 
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4. 
fore, in the appended claims to cover all Such changes 
and modifications which fall within the true spirit and 
scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combination playground slope and playhouse 

which comprises in combination an enclosure portion in 
cluding a front, rear and side walls, a plurality of verti 
cally positioned legs for supporting the enclosure, a bot 
tom wall supported by said legs selectively in one of two 
vertically spaced positions, said front wall having an open 
ing therein having its vertical dimension extending from 
the top thereof to the bottom wall when in the upper 
position and a ramp portion including a bottom and up 
standing sides with one end thereof being detachably at 
tached to said front wall in registry with said opening 
therein with the bottom of the ramp being in continuous 
relation with the bottom of the enclosure when in the 
upper position, the other end of the ramp being in ground 
contacting relation resulting in the bottom thereof being 
inclined, a closure for the opening in the front wall 
hingedly connected to one margin of the opening adapted 
to be pivoted and secured in closing relation, at least one 
wall of the enclosure being provided with a door open 
ing and closure therefor and a window opening, said en 
closure when said bottom wall is positioned in the lower 
position, the closure for the opening in the front wall is 
pivoted and secured in closing relation and the ramp is 
detached from the front wall and positioned over the en 
closure to form a roof therefor providing an enclosed 
shelter. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the hinged 
closure for the opening in the front wall is adapted to 
form a door for gaining entry into the enclosure, where 
the bottom wall is in the lowermost position, when the 
closure and that portion of the front wall to which it is 
hingedly attached is rotated approximately 90 degrees in 
the plane of the front wall. 

3. The combination of claim 1 including a pair of tri 
angular gable panels adapted to be positioned atop the 
side walls in the same plane, and the bottom of the ramp 
is formed of two panels adapted to be positioned on the 
gable panels forming a gabled roof for the enclosure. 

4. The combination of claim 1 wherein the vertical 
legs are provided with adjustable telescoping ground con 
tacting extensions. 

5. The combination of claim 1 wherein the ramp com 
prises a pair of spaced parallel channel members and a 
plurality of U-shaped transverse elements secured thereto 
Supporting the bottom and sides of the ramp with means 
being provided at one end of the ramp for detachably se 
curing said ramp to the turn-around. 

6. The combination of claim 4 wherein the legs are pro 
vided with a plurality of vertically spaced openings and 
the extensions are provided with a plurality of hook pro 
jections adapted to be selectively positioned and received 
in the openings of the legs for securing the extensions in 
Selected positions relative thereto. 

7. The combination of claim 4 wherein the operative 
Surface of the ramp is provided with friction means for 
retaining snow and the like thereon. 

8. The combination of claim 5 wherein the one end of 
the channel members is each provided with hook-like pro 
jections and the channel member adjacent the front panel 
supporting the bottom panel is provided with apertures 
adapted to receive said hook-like projections to releasably 
secure the ramp to the turn-around. 
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