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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that we, HENRY STEPHEN KIDD 

and MICHAELHENRY DEPUE, of Washington, 
in the county of Warren and State of New 
Jersey, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Folding Seats, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

folding stool of very simple, durable, and 
economic construction and means for quickly 
and conveniently applying a folding back to 
the stool and for mounting the stool upon 
rockers with or without the back when de 
sired. 
Another object of the invention is to con 

Struct all portions of the article in such man 
ner that they may be very light, yet strong, 
and so that the attaching devices will also be 
light, durable, readily understood, and easily 
manipulated. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

struct a stool that when in use it may be par 
tially folded and conveniently carried in the 
hand from One point to another, and still an 
other object of the invention is to so con 
struct a stool that its several parts may be 
easily Separated, folded, and conveniently 
packed in a trunk or other receptacle suitable 
for the purpose. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction and combination of the several 
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying. 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a side view of the improved seat 
provided with a back and mounted upon rock 
ers. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the improved 
seat. Fig. 3 is a side elevation of two of the 
legs, the legs being folded. Fig. 4 is a rear 
elevation of the back of the seat removed 
from engagement With the legs, the backbe 
ing shown as partially folded. Fig. 5 is a per 
spective view of one of the rockers. Fig. 6 is 
a transverse section taken practically on the 
line 6 6 of Fig. 2. Fig. 7 is a perspective 
view of one of the socket-heads adapted to re 
ceive the legs of the seat at their pivot-points, 
and Fig. 8 is a detail perspective view of one 

member of a latch used in connection with the 
socket-head shown in Fig. 7. 
In the construction of the stool-section A 

of the seat, which stool-section is capable of 
use alone, two pairs of legs are employed, and 
the two legs B and B' of each pair are re 
versely curved from a point at or near their 
centers, so that the legs are somewhat S 
shaped in general contour. 
Each pair of legs is adapted to be fitted in 

a head 11, and two of these heads are em 
ployed, being secured by pins 13 or their 
equivalents to a shaft or spindle 10. In op 
posite sides of each head 11 a transverse angu 
lar slot is produced, designated, respectively, 
as 12 and 12, and a socket 13° is produced in 
the outer face of each head 11 between the 
recesses 12 and 12 by forming horizontal pro 
jections 14 and 14* from the outer face of 
each head 11, one projection being at the up 
per portion of the slot or recess 12 and the 
other projection at the bottom portion of the 
opposing slot or recess 12, as is shown best in 
Fig. 7. An angle-plate 16 is fitted into the 
slot or recess 12, being held in the socket 
head to which it is applied by any suitable 
means, and the said plate 16 extends beyond 
the outer face of the socket-head to which it 
is applied and is provided with a downwardly 
extending lug 17, as shown in Fig. 3. A cor 
responding plate 15 is secured in the slot or 
recess 12 of each socket-head 11, and said 
plate 15 at its outer end is provided with an 
upwardly-extending lug 19, as shown particu 
larly in Fig. 3, adapted as a keeper for a 
latch 18, the said latch being pivoted to the 
aforesaid lug 17, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. 
The legs of each pair are connected by 

means of a suitable pivot-pin 20, and where 
the pivot-pin is located a wear-plate 21 is fas 
tened upon the outer leg B. The legs when 
folded are placed in the sockets 13° of the 
heads 11, and when spread apart one leg 
bears against the inner face of a projection 
14 of a head and the other leg against the in 
ner face of the opposing projection 14° of the 
head, and the legs are held in their spread 
position by causing the latches 18 to cross the 
legs and engage with the keepers 19, as shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Each leg at its upper end is provided with 
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a ferrule 22, and the ferrule of the leg B is by springs 42. 
provided with a staple or keeper 23 and a 
headed pin 24, both being at the upper end 
of the ferrule or upper end of the leg, while 
at the upper end of each leg B' a headed pin 
25 is placed, and in the opposite sides of the 
ferrule, in the upper end of these legs B", re 
cesses 26 are produced, as shown in Figs. 1 
and 3. 
When the legs are folded outward in posi 

tion for use, the concaved edges of the legs 
of each pair face each other, and each leg B 
is provided with a socket-plate 27, attached 
to its outer edge near the bottom. Each 
socket-plate 27 is used in connection with the 
recesses 26 in the ferrules on the legs B to 
support a back C, as are likewise staples 2S, 
that are secured to the rear edges of the legs 
IB' above their pivot-points. 
The seat D consists of a strip of canvas 29 

or other pliable material attached in any suit 
able or approved manner to the front cross 
bar 30 and a rear cross-bar 31, and each of 
these cross-bars 30 and 31 is provided with 
recesses in its under face to receive the heads 
of the pins 24 and 25, carried by the legs B 
and B', and the front cross-bar 30 is also pro 
vided with hooks 33, that enter the staples 23 
on the legs B. The front cross-bar 30 is first 
attached to the forward upper ends of the legs, 
the rear cross-bar 31 being Secured to the up 
per rear portions of the legs after the front 
attachment is made. 
The back C consists of two side bars 34, 

preferably made tapering and having their 
lower ends curved to conform to the curva 
ture of the rear upper portions of the legs B'. 
The side bars 34 of the back are connected 
at the top and near the bottom by pivotally 
united braces C', constructed in sections 36 
and 36, the braces being secured to opposite 
side bars 34, and each pair of braces is con 
nected by a pivot-pin 35. The inner end of 
each brace 36 extends beyond the pivot 35 
and is reduced in width and provided with 
outwardly-extending ears 37, adapted to be 
sprung into recesses 38, made in the member 
or section 36°, as shown in both Figs. 2 and 4. 
The braces 36 and 36 are preferably in the 
form of straps or flat springs of metal, so that 
they may be light and strong and yet occupy 
but little space. When the back is to be 
folded, the two sections of each brace C" are 
disconnected and carried downward, as shown 
in Fig. 4, whereupon the sides 34 may be 
brought together. A ferrule 39 is located at 
the lower end of each side bar 34 of the back, 
and each ferrule is provided with a down 
Wardly - extending and preferably curved 
spring-finger 40, said fingers being arranged 
to enter the keepers 28 of the legs B", as shown 
in Fig. 1. The back is also held in connec 
tion with the stool A through the medium of 
jaWS 41, pivoted one at each side of each side 
bar 34 of the back below the lower braces C', 
and the handles of these jaws are held apart 

636,671 

When the handles are thus 
separated by the springs, the jaws will be 
held in locking engagement with the recessed 
portions 26 of the ferrules on the legs B' of 
the stool. 
Any desired cover 43 is provided for the 

back, being attached only to the side bars 34; 
but a pliable material is preferably used for 
said cover 43. 
In order to give strength to the back C, 

which it will be observed is detachable from 
the stool A, braces 44 are pivoted to the 
curved or lower portions of the side bars 34, 
and the lower ends of these braces when the 
back C is set up are made to enter the Socket 
plates 27, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. If de 
sired, the stool, A, with the back Cattached 
or without the back, may be mounted upon 
rockers 45, the rockers being provided with 
socket-plates 46 at their forward ends, ar 
ranged to receive the lower ends of the legs 
B', and with socket-plates 47 near their rear 
ends, arranged to receive the lower ends of 
the legs B. Thus it will be observed that the 
device may be set up and used simply as a 
stool with or without a back or as a rocker 
with or without a back and that the various 
parts may be folded together, conveniently 
carried, and quickly set up when required. 

IIaving thus described our invention, we 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. The combination with a folding stool 
having keepers on its legs, of a back having 
fingers arranged to enter said keepers, and 
spring-pressed jaws arranged to lock said back 
on the legs, as set forth. 

2. A folding stool, comprising pivotally-con 
nected legs, heads having sockets in which 
said legs are received and projections against 
which the legs abut when spread, keepers se 
cured to said heads, and latches pivoted on 
said heads and arranged to cross the legs and 
engage the keepers whereby to lock the legs 
in spread position, as set forth. 

3. A folding stool comprising pivotally-con 
nected legs arranged in pairs, one pair inde 
pendent of the other, heads arranged to re 
ceive the pairs of legs and limit their spread 
ing movement, locking devices for the legs, 
means for connecting said heads, and a seat 
supported by the legs. 

4. A folding stool comprising pivotally-con 
nected legs arranged in independent pairs, 
heads having sockets formed therein to re 
ceive the pairs of legs and limit their spread 
ing movement, locking devices for the legs, 
means for connecting said heads, a removable 
seat supported by the legs, and rockers pro 
vided with devices for attachment to the legs 
of the stool, said rockers being detachable 
from said legs, as described. 

5. The combination, with a stool provided 
with upper and lower keepers at the upper 
back portions of its legs, of a back provided 
With fingers arranged to enter the lower keep 
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ers on the stool, and jaws adapted for clamp 
ing engagement With the upper keepers on the 
stool, as specified. 

6. The combination, with a folding stool 
and upper and lower keepers at the rear por 
tions of the legs of the stool, of a folding back 
provided with fingers arranged to enter the 
lower keepers, and spring - controlled jaws 
adapted to grasp the upper keepers on the 
legs of the stool, as described. 

7. The combination, with a folding stool, and 
upper and lower keepers attached to the up 
per rear portions of the legs of the stool, the 
lower rear portions of said legs being likewise 
provided with keepers, of a back comprising 
side bars arranged for engagement at their 
lower ends with the upper rear portions of 
the legs of the stool, said side bars being pro 
vided with fingers adapted to enter the lower 
most of the upper keepers on the legs of the 
stool, and with spring-controlled jaws adapted 
for engagement with the uppermost keepers 
On the legs of said stool, pairs of braces piv 

otally connected with each other and with the 
side bars, means for locking each pair of 
braces in horizontal alinement, and main 
braces pivotally attached to the lower portion 
of theside bars of the back, which main braces 
are arranged to enter the lowermost keepers 
on the legs of the stool, as set forth. 

8. Afolding stool, comprising pivotally-con 
nected legs arranged in pairs, one leg of each 
pair being formed with a headed pin at its 
upper end, while the other legs are formed 
With headed pins and keepers, and a seatha,V- 
ing rear and front cross-bars, one of which is 
formed with recesses arranged to receive the 
pins of two of the legs and the other of which 
is formed with recesses to receive the pins of 
the other legs and is also provided with hooks 
adapted to enter said keepers, as set forth. 

HENRY STEPHEN KIDD. 
MICHAEL, HENRY DEPUE. 

Witnesses: 
DAVID BARTRON, 
WILLIAM. A. BAYLOR. 
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