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lightness with strength to furnish an eX 
peditious means of elevating persons or 
weights to considerable heights, as for in 
stance to assist firemen in the discharge of 
their duties, to serve as a fire escape, or to 
raise workmen when they are employed on 
the ceilings of lofty buildings or for other 
kindred purposes. Any necessary power 
may be applied to windlass E, and the axis 
B/ may be raised by any other equivalent 
mechanical means. 

I do not claim any of the above described 
devices separately, but what I do claim and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent is– 
The employment of a truss frame extend 

18,353 

ing in a vertical direction composed of the 
strips A, A, &c., the cross ties R., R &c., and 
the axes B, B/, B/ and B/; the axis B/ 
being confined in the vertical posts H and 
H“, and the axis B/ free to move vertically 
in the slots L. and L“, in combination with. 
the pulley F and the windlass E or their 
mechanical equivalents, the Whole construc 
ed and operating substantially in the man 
ner and for the purposes as hereinbefore set 
forth and described. 

PIERCE PORTER. 
Witnesses: 

JoHN H. MITCHELL, 
MARY G. MITCHELL. 
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