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TIE- FASTENER. 
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To all whom it invdy concern: 
Be it known that I, ERNST F. PRIDDAT, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a new and useful Tie 
Fastener, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My object is to provide a device of simple 

and inexpensive construction for use in fas 
tening the ends of twine when wrapped around 
packages to obviate the necessity of tying the 
twine. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a package wrapped with twine, the 
ends of which are secured without tying by 
means of a fastener of my improved con 
struction; Fig. 2, a sheet-metal blank or fas 
tener of one form which when bent upon it 
self, as shown, produces the device shown in 
Fig. 3; Fig. 4, a blank which may be bent to 
produce the device shown in Fig. 5; Fig. 6, 
a tie-fastener according to my invention in 
still another form, and Fig. 7 a section on line 
7 of Fig. 6. 
In providing my improved tie-fastener I 

employ a plate or blank of preferably flexible 
sheet metal A, formed in its edge with com 
paratively deep and tapering twine-gripping 
slots or recesses a, which are preferably ser 
rated, as shown. The device may be flat upon 
its under side to rest flatwise upon the sur 
face of the package, and when of sufficiently 
thin and flexible metal it may, under the 
stress of the Wrapping-twine b, conform to 
the surface of a rounded package. The twine 
gripping slots may be disposed in various 
Ways along or about the blank, and prefer 
ably two or more such slots are provided upon 
the blank. 
The device may be provided in the flatform 

shown, for example, in Figs. 2 and 4, but I 
prefer to provide it with an outwardly-pro 
jecting part, presenting a smooth and prefer 
ably rounded shoulder c, across which the 
twine may be drawn in changing its direction 
in the operation of winding it around the 
package. In the construction shown in Figs. 
3 and 5the rounded shoulders care produced 
by bending the blanks upon themselves, as 
shown, while in Fig. 6 the shoulder c is pro 
duced by a button on the blank. This but 
ton may be formed by puncturing and ex 
panding the metal of the blank itself, as illus 
trated in Fig. 7. 
To wrap the twine b about a package--a 

such, for example, as the package B in Fig. 
1-one end portion of the twine is inserted 
into one of the gripping-slots d of the fas 
tener A to be held thereby, and the twine is 
then passed around the package in one direc 
tion and then in the other direction and in 
serted toward its free end in another grip 
ping-slot a of the device. For greater se 
curity the twine after being gripped at its 
initial end may be passed one or more times 
about the adjacent part of the device, and 
after being gripped at its opposite end por 
tion it may be again passed about adjacent 
parts of the device and gripped again. The 
operation may be performed as shown in Fig. 
1 or in any other desired manner. By pro 
viding the shoulder c on the device the 
change in direction of the twine may be easily 
brought about and the twine may be drawn 
taut across the shoulder when changing its 
direction and before causing it to be gripped. 
When the wrapping is performed, the twine 
will be as taut as desired and held at its ends 
with great security against accidental disen 
gagement without being tied. Either end of 
the twine may be quickly and easily disen 
gaged from the device when desired without 
the necessity of unitying any knots, 
My improved device is particularly desir 

able for use in securely tying packages which 
in passing through the mails are required to 
be opened for inspection. The device will 
also be found useful in the tying of bundles 
or packages of any kind on account of the 
security and facility with which it enables 
the operation to be performed. 
The device may be of any desired configu 

ration which will not interfere with its func 
tion, and as it is formed, by preference, of 
thin metal it may be manufactured at com 
paratively small cost and sold at a low price. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by. Letters Patent, is 
As a new article of manufacture a tie-fas 

tener for packages comprising a plate of thin 
metal provided in its edge with a plurality of 
twine-gripping slots, and bent upon itself to 
form a shoulder across which the twine may 
be drawn, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 
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