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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFoN se STAEGER, a 

citizen of Switzerland, residing at Balti 
more, in the county of Baltimore City and 
State of Maryland, have invented a new and 
useful Hand-Bag, of which the following is a specification, 

This invention relates to handbags and 
its object is to provide a device of this 
character capable of being folded or ex 
tended both in the direction of its width and 
in the direction of its length so as to either 
however marring the appearance of the 5, 
Another object is to provide a bag which 

is cheap to manufacture, light and durable, 
cess being readily had to the interior of the 
bag when adjusted to any size. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction and combinations of parts 
which will be hereinafter more fully de scribed aid pointed out in the claim, 
In the accompanying drawings is shown 

the preferred form of the invention. . 
In said drawings: Figure 1 is a perspec 

length and having one of its sides opened 
for the purpose ; extending the bag later 
ally. Fig. 2 is a EEE of the bag folded to its smallest size. Fig. 8 is a verti 
cal section through the bag adjusted to an 
intermediate size. r 

Referring to the figures by characters of 
reference.1 g a bellows-shaped bag 
formed of suitable flexible material and the 
sides of which consist of longitudinal flexi 
ble strips 2 secured together along their inner edges and to the front and rear por 
tions of the bag at their other edges, there 
being snap or “glove fasteners upon these 
strips as indicated at 3 seas to hold them 
together if desired and when it is not neces 
sary to extend the bag to its full capacity. ; 
Rii strap 4 is secured to the front face 

of the bag and another similar strap is se 
cured to the rear portion of the bag, the 
erminals of these straps being held to the 

fasteners 6 which can be utilized for secur ing the bag in closed position. 
Secured to the upper edge of the front of 

the bag or formed therewith is a flexible flap 7 having the socket members 8 of snap 
or "glove 'fasteners secured thereto. Ar 
ranged upon the rear face of the bag at 
points approximately one-quarter the dis 
tance from the bottom to the top thereof are 
the ball members 9 of the fastener and sini 
lar ball nembers 10 are arranged upon the back face of the bag at points approximately 
midway between the ends of the bag. 
When the bag is extended to its fullest 

capacity all of the fasteners are discon 
nected unless it is desired to close the bag, 
whereupon the fasteners 6 are placed in en 
gagement with each other. To reduce the 
capacity of the bag one-half the same is 
E. transversely at its center and the 
flap 7 is drawn over the bottom end thereof 
so that the fasteners 8 can be placed in en 
gagement with the ball members 9. This 
arrangement of the parts has been shown in 
Fig. 3. To reduce the capacity to about 
one-third the bag is folded transversely 
twice, as indicated in Fig. 2, so as to bring 
the ball menbers 10 into position to be en 
gaged by the socket members 8, When the 
bag is folded in this manner it has prac 
tically the appearance of an ordinary large handbag. 

A bag such as herein described is par 
ticularly useful for shopping purposes inas 
mnch as it can be conveniently enlarged only 
to the extent necessary to hold the articles 
to be carried and when not in use can be 
folded into a very compact bag which can 
be employed for the same purposes as an ordinary handbag. 

It is of course to be understood that the 
bag can be suitably ornamented and the 
sizes and proportions of the parts can be 
varied to shit the taste of the user and with 
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out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 95 
the advantages of the invention. 
What is claimed is: r 
A device of the class described compris 
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ing f having its sides arranged in lon and coöperating means upon the flap and 10 
gitudinal folds, said folds, being integral b for lholding the bag in folded position. 
with the bag and maintaining the sane. In testimony that claim the foregoing 
closed at the sides at all times, means within as my own, I have hereunto affixed my signa. is the folds for detachably holding them to turgin the presence of two witnesses. k 

- E. a flap upon the bag, said bag being ALFONSE STAEGER. 
oldable onlines extending from side to Witnesses: 

side thereof to position the botton portion WM. J. STEIN, 
of the bag between said bag and the flap, P. J. HoFFMAN, Jr. 


