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Select a list of other users who are registered in a game

portal service and are set as friends with the user

Categorize other users into groups corresponding to each

one of a plurality of games which is included in the game portal

service according to whether the games are being used
Allocate areas for displaying each group on a friend list

display screen

Control the display of user icons so that state information on

other users can be checked in each area
End
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(57) Abstract: A new form of enjoyment is provided for a game user who
can easily and intuitively check other users registered as friends of the user.
The method for providing a social network service in an online game accord -
ing to one embodiment of the present invention comprises the steps of: using
the social network service providing server of an online game to select a list
of other users who are registered on a game portal site, which is a site that
can provide at least one game play to users connecting through a network,
and who are set as friends of the user from a database that manages informa-
tion on the users; categorizing the other users included in the selected list
into each group corresponding to one or more games according to whether
each game is being used; setting an area to be allocated to each group on a
screen for displaying a list of other users; and controlling the display of user
icons so that state information on the use of a game by the other users cat-
egorized into groups corresponding to each region can be checked for each
set region.
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