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To aitt whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, RICHARD T. CRANE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Iili-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Racks or Pockets for Golf-
Balls, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. :

My invention relates particularly to im-
provements in racks er pockets for carrying
a supply of golf-balls and suitable for con-
venient attachment to caddy-bags.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device of this character suitable for ecarrying
such a supply of golf-balls as a player usu-
ally wishes to take with him around the links,
in which the full number of balls in the
pocket may be always in plain sight and yet
any one or more of the balls can be readily
and quickly removed from the pocket.-

A further objeet of my invention is to pro-
vide such a device which may be closed or
*‘locked,” so to speak, when the caddy-bag is
not in use, so that the golf-balls cannot be
removed therefrom without undoing the strap
and buekle or other fastening securing the
same in closed position.

Among the especial advantages of this de-
viee having these features is the protection
afforded the player against the theft of balls
from the ball-pocket. With the devices com-
monly in use the supply of balls is carried in
a pocket in which the balls are concealed,
so that although a player may know with
how many balls he starts in to play a game
he cannot tell at any time whether any of the
balls have been taken from the pocket with-
out emptying the pocket and counting the
balls. Forthis reason it is an easy matter for
a caddy or any other person having ready ac-
cess to the player’s caddy-bagto remove oneor
more of the balls without the theft being dis-
covered until solong afterward that itishope-
less to attempt to find the guilty person; but
by providing a ball rack or pocket so con-
structed and loeated that the full supply of
balls is in full sight the player can see at a
glance with how many balls he starts his
games, and as he has frequent occasion to
notice the caddy-bag and the ball-pocket as
he seleets various playing-clubs from the bag
from time to time during the game he will

notice at once when any one or more of the
ballsare missing from the ball-pocket. Asat
the same time the device is so constructed
that it may be conveniently closed, so that
no balls can be removed from the pocket
without unfastening a buckle or other fas-
tening device, there will be no opportunity to
remove a ball from ‘the pocket while the
player is not actively engaged in the game
withoutattracting sufficient attention to deter
one who has no right to unfasten the ball-
pocket. It also frequently happens in the
course of a game that a player wishes to use
some particular ball in the ball-pocket. In-
stead of having, perhaps, to entirely empty
the pocket to find the special ball wanted
with a pocket embodying my invention the
player can instantly seleet the one ball
wanted and remove it from the pocket with-
out removing the rest of the balls.

The objects above noted and such other ob-
jects as may hereinafter appear are attained
by the devices illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the simplest
form of my invention. Fig. 2 is a front ele-
vation thereof. Fig. 3 is a plan view of the
device as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 41is
a vertical section of the preferred modifica-
tion of my invention. Fig. 5 is a side ele-
vation of the modification shown in Fig. 4.
Fig. 6 is a plan view of the modifications
shown in Figs. 4 and 5. Fig. 7 shows a per-
spective view of a caddy-bag with my device
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 attached thereto.
Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a caddy-bag
with my device as shown in Figs. 4 and 5 at-
tached thereto. Fig. 9 is a similar view to
Fig. 8, except that the ball-pocket is shown
closed and fastened. Fig. 10 shows another
modification, and Figs. 11 and 12 show de-
tails.

Like letters of reference indicate the same
parts in the several figures of the drawings.

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, A is a supporting-rod, carrying a
flexible wire coil B, the individual coils of
which decrease in size at the lower and pref-
erably also at the upper end thereof, so that a
golf-ball may not pass out through either end
of the coil. The coils of the wire B are nor-

mally sufficiently close together to prevent the
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passage of a golf-ball therebetween,while they
may be manually sprung apart to allow the re-
movalof theball. Therod Aisprovided with
means for attaching it to a caddy-bag, prefer-
ably in the form of a hook C, formed by
bending over the upper end of therod A. As
so constructed the ball-rack may be quickly
and effectively attached to the exterior of the
caddy-bagin any convenient manner—such,
forinstance, asthat shownin Fig. 7, where the
hook C is hooked over the upper edge of the
caddy-bag. When the player is not engaged
in the game, the ball-rack may be lifted and
reversed, so as to hang out of sight on the in-
side of the caddy-bag.

In the modified and preferred form of my
device shown in Fig. 4 the support A is suit-
ably mounted within a pocket D. This
pocket may be conveniently made of leather
and riveted to the support A. If, as shown
in the drawings, the pocket D is closed at its
ends E and F, the coil B may be of uniform di-
ameter throughout, if so desired, the closed
ends of the pocket D preventing the escape
of golf-balls endwise through the coil. The
pocket D may be conveniently attached to
the caddy-bag by means of straps G G II H
and the buckles I I, in which event the strap
G G may, if desired, be permanently attached
to the caddy-bag and the straps H H ar-
ranged to engage buckles I T when the pocket
is in closed position, as shown in Fig. 9.
‘When it is in open position, as shown in Fig.
8, it may be retained in that position by any
suitable means; but perhaps the most con-
venient means will be by the use of buckles
J J, arranged to engage the straps H H.

In Fig. 10T have shown astill further modi-
fication embodying the broad idea of my in-
vention, in which the ball-pocket consists of
a support I{, carrying a number of flexible
clamps L, each set of clamps being arranged
to hold one ball. . The pocket when so con-
structed may be conveniently closed by a flap
M and fastened by a strap or by a button N,
it being understood, of course, that the flap
may be similarly held in open position, if de-
sired, while the player is engaged in the
game,

Fig. 12 is a detail showing a clamp made of
flexible loops of wire O, Fig. 11 being an en-
larged plan view of the same form of clamp.

Of course it will be understood that there
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may be various modifieations in the details
of construction and attachments to my device
without departing from the broad idea of my
invention, which relates primarily to provid-
ing means for use with a caddy-bag for re-
movably containing and confining a supply
of golf-balls in plain sight.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A ball-rack comprising the combination
with a pocket open on one side, of a flexible
coil mounted in said pocket and arranged to
contain a plurality of balls.

2. A ball-rack comprising the combination
with a pocket, of a flexible eoil mounted
therein and arranged to normally contain, and
expose, a plurality of balls, means for con-
cealing the balls in said rack from view, and
a fastening for said concealing means, sub-
stantially as described.

3. The combination with a caddy-bag, of a
ball-rack comprising a pocket containing a
flexible coil arranged to contain a plurality
of balls, so that the same may be removed
therefrom only when said pocket is in open
position, and means for securing said pocket
in closed position, substantially as deseribed.

4. The combination with a caddy-bag, of a
ball-rack ecomprising a trough-shaped pocket
attached to said caddy-bag, provided with a
flexible coil mounted therein and arranged to
removably contain a plurality of balls, means
for fastening said pocket with its open face
against the caddy-bag, and means for hold-
ing said pocket with its open face away from
the caddy-bag, substantially as described.

5. A ball-rack comprising a flexible coil ar-
ranged to contain a supply of balls, said coil
being tapered toward its ends to prevent the
escape of balls lengthwise through said coil.

6. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a eaddy-bag of a pocket
mounted upon the outside thereof, metallie
devices attached to said poeket for contain-
ing and exposing a plurality of golf-balls,
and means for substantially concealing said
balls, substantially as deseribed.

RICHARD T. CRANE.

Witnesses:
0. R. BARNETT,
M. E. SHIELDS.
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