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Specification of Letters Patent. .

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Orro E. F'rEAR, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Albany, in the county of Albany and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Self-Spinning Top, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to spinning tops
such as used by children for amusement.

The object of the invention is to produce
a top having means whereby the top may be
set to spinning without using the ordinary
means for this purpose.

More specifically the device comprises a
holder for a top, having a resilient member
which is adapted to be engaged by the top,
and which may be twisted so that in releas-
ing the top it will exert a spinning force.

The invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts to be more fully
described hereinafter and particularly set
forth in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this specili-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-

ence indicate corresponding parts in all the

figurest

Tigure 1 is a side elevation of a top con-
structed according to my invention; Fig. 2
is a vertical central section through the top,
this view representing the top as held in the
holder and about to be manipulated so as to
wind up the resilient member; I'ig. 3 is a
view similar to Fig. 2, but representing the
resilient member as wound up; Fig. 4 is a
vertical section through the holder and the
top, but representing the top as having been
ejected from the holder so that it may spin;
and TFig. 5 is a cross section upon an en-
larged scale talken substantially on the line
5—5 of Fig. 2.

Referring more particularly to the parts,
1 represents the case or top holder which is
in the form of an inverted cup, having a
chamber 2 formed in the lower part thereof,
and having a depressible plunger 8 mounted
in the upper part thereof.  Within the cham-
ber 2, the plunger 3 is formed with an en-
larged head 4 which is rounded, as shown.
The cup 1 is of cylindrical form, and the
chamber 2 is likewise of cylindrical form so

that the cup presents an enlarged wall. This.

wall is provided at diametrically opposite
points with slots 5 which extend upwardly
from the lower edge thereof, as indicated in

Iig. 1. Near the upper end of this slot, the

outer side of this wall is provided with a

circumferential groove 6. Passing through
the slots 5 and around one side of the holder
lying in the groove 6, I provide a resilient
band 7 of rubber or similar material. On
account of the manner in which this band is
applied it presents a_diametrically disposed
transverse chord 8. In the lower end of the
holder the top 9 seats. This top has a con-
ical body 10, and on the upper face of the

‘body 10 the top is formed with a bub 11,

which hub fits in the bore of the chamber
2, as shown. Above the hub 11 the top is
formed with a cylindrical neck or shank 12
which extends upwardly, as shown, and this
shank is formed with a transverse slot 13,
as indicated.

In using the top, the top proper is inserted
in the holder so that the chord 8 is received
in the slot 13 of the shank 12. The top will
then be twisted so as to wrap a part of the
elastic band 7 around the shank, as indicated
in Fig. 1, this places the band under tension
so that it tends to twist the top. If the top
body is held in the hand so that it cannot
rotate, and is then suddenly released, and
the plunger 3 is then depressed, the top
proper will be ejected from the chamber 2,
and as it leaves the chamber it will be given
a violent spinning movement by the chord
8. In this connection attention is called to
the fact that the head 4 normally rests upon
the upper end of the shank 12 so that when
the plunger 3, which normally projects above
the holder 1, is depressed, it will force the
top out of the holder.

It will be observed also that the chord
8 supports the plunger-8 when the top has
been ejected, and attention is also called to
the groove 6 which assists in holding the
band in position.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent,—

1. A device of the class described, com-
prising a holder consisting substantially of

_an inverted cup, an elastic transverse chord

mounted in said holder, and a top having a
shank adapted to engage said chord so as to
twist the same. .

9. A device of the class described, com-

-prising a holder- consisting substantially of

an inverted cup, an elastic transverse chord
mounted in said holder, a top having a
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‘the-top from said hdlder. -

1Y

shank adapted to engage said - chord so as’
to twist the same, and means- for gjecting

8. A device of the élass-described, having"
a holder consisting substantially of an in-,
verted cup having oppositely disposed slots'
in the wall thereof, an elastic member pre-’
senting a -¢hord -passing through said -slots
and extending diametrically across.said cup,.
and a top rotatably mounted.in said cup and.
having.a shank with.a slot.therein receiving
said chord. '

4. A device.of the class.described, having
a holder consisting substantially .of an .in-
verted .cup -having oppositely .disposed slots
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in ‘the ‘wall ‘thereof, an élastic meniber pre-
senting a chord passing through said slots

antl-extending -diametrically -across-said cup,
-a 'top fromtd%ly mounted ‘in -said -eup -and
having .a shank with a slot -theréin ‘receiv-

ing sald chord, and a depressible plunger
mounted in said holder and adapted to
strike-said-ghank to eject said top. - .

dn testimony swhereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses. _
OTTO E. FREAR.
Witnesses ,
Aporem.J. MaRr,
Freorrick .C. Few,
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