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thereon and render the trunk practically as 
strong and rigid as though the front wall 
were made of a single piece extending to the 
same height. It will be obvious that when a 
tray of rigid construction is used the end 
clips at a may be omitted, the tray serving in 
such case to prevent the folding part from 
folding inward. When the folding or hinged 
part A is thus arranged to stand in a differ 
ent plane and within that of the lower part, 
the upper edge of said part A’ of the front 
wall forms a ledge a, which supports the 
front, side B8 of the cover when the latter is 
closed. The usual valance-strip a? is pro 
vided, secured to and extending around the 
lower edges of the cover and arranged to over 
lap the joint formed at the meeting line of 
the cover and the supporting-ledges when the 
cover is in closed position. 
At its rear edge the lid is connected by 

hinges C C and C'C' with the rear wall A of 
the trunk, the hinges being shown as ar 
ranged in this case with their pivotal axes in 
line with the meeting-point of the outer sur 
face planes of the top and rear walls of the 
trunk. The hinges C C are of ordinary con 
struction, but as affording additional strength 
and an economical construction the corner 
hinges C'C' are preferably and as herein 
shown of a construction adapted to perform 
the combined function of hinges, corner 
bumpers, and strengthening-clasps. Pref 
erably, and as shown in Figs. 1 to 3, inclu 
sive, the rear edges of the lid B will be rein 
forced with an exterior strengthening-strip 
D', such strip being of special utility when 
used in connection with a lid arranged to fit 
against the rear Walls of the trunk-body in 
the manner described, as affording an over 
lapping - cover for the joint thus formed. 
When such a strip D' is used, it will be ar 
ranged to overlie the upper leaves of the cen 
tral strap-hinges C, as shown. The corner 
hinges C will, however, be arranged to ex 
tend over said strip, so as to perform the 
function of corner-bumpers, said hinges being 
constructed as follows: 
Each hinge C comprises a lower leaf c, se 

cured against the rear side of the trunk-wall 
and provided with a right-angled extension 
or flange c', which embraces and is secured 
to the end of the strip or cleat D', which forms 
the ledge on the end wall of the trunk, and 
an upper leaf c, secured to the top surface 
of the lid and also provided with a flange c, 
which extends downward upon the end wall 
of the lid and is arranged to underlap or fit 
within the upper portion of the flange c' of 
the lower leaf when the lid is in closed po 
sition. The end flange c' of the lower leaf of 
the hinge extends vertically upward from its 
point of attachment to the end strip D, which 
latter is of the same thickness as that of the 
end wall of the lid to a point nearly even with 
the top surface of the lid, thereby forming, in 
conjunction with the main body of the leaf, a 
rectangular socket within which the rear end 

of the end wall B of the lid and Overlapping 
flanges secured thereto are adapted to fit 
when the trunk is closed. 
As shown in the modification illustrated 

in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, the end walls B B are 
made tapering or narrowing from front to 
rear, and the end strips D'D', forming the 
supporting-ledges for the end walls of the 
cover, are correspondingly inclined at their 
inner edges to receive the same. In this case 
also the upper front part A is hinged to the 
lower front wall A', so as to drop down, but 
is arranged in the same plane with the lat 
ter and is constructed to extend outside of 
and rest against the end margins of the end 
walls A' A'. In order to afford such support 
for the end walls as will prevent them from 
yielding inwardly, the hinged upper part is 
shown as provided with right-angled rabbets 
a' d', with which said end walls A' engage. 
Obviously these rabbets which engage the 
end walls both at their front edges and inner 
sides form the equivalent of the construction 
of Figs. 1, 2, and 3. A front strip D is also 
secured in this instance across the front side 
of the body, preferably with its upper edge 
flush with the line of juncture between the 
parts A*A* to form a supporting-ledge for the 
front wall B of the lid, said strip being shown 
as overlying the lower leaves of the hinges C. 
a. In this modification also the strengthen 
ing-strip D", secured to the rear edge of the 
lid of the trunk, (shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,) 
is dispensed with and in lieu thereof a val 
ance-strip E is employed. The construction 
and arrangement of the hinges are in this 
case substantially like those shown in the 
prior figures, the central hinges being, how 
ever, secured over the valance-strip. 
As shown in the modification illustrated in 

Figs. 7, 8, and 9, the construction of the trunk 
is generally like that of the figures previously 
described, except that in this modification 
the rear top side of the trunk is provided 
with an overhanging edge or fixed part A, 
and the lid B is hinged to and fits at its rear 
margin against this ledge. The hinges C°C 
Care so placed that the pivotal axis of the 
lid will be a short distance back of the joint 
between the lid and ledge, and a covering 
strip D is secured to the lid in proper posi 
tion to overlap and cover said joint when the 
trunk is closed. The end walls B B of the 
lid B overlap the end walls of the trunk, as 
in the other modification, but extend back to 
the line of juncture of the lid and ledge only, 
being made somewhat beveling at their rear 
ends, as shown. The flange c' of the lower 
or body leaf of the hinge is correspondingly 
widel and extended forward farther at its 
lower end to embrace said lid end, and a fill 
ing-block D is placed between the body of 
the trunk and said flange at the rear of the 
end piece of the lid, forming in effect an up 
turned extension of the end strip D. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that a trunk having the overlid con 

fo 

75 

95 

CO 

IO5 

II) 

II5 

2 5 
> 



O 

3O 

35 

45 

587,488 

struction is exceedingly rigid and strong. 
The rear edge of the lid is most perfectly 
Supported and protected by the abuttingledge 
and interfitting or socket construction of the 
corner-hinges, while the end and front Walls 
of the trunk are obviously covered and pro 
tected by the overlapping lid. It is also to 
be noted that every corner of the trunk-body 
is so joined that each side is in itself perfectly 
Supported against external pressure or con 
cussion. This is a feature of importance, in 
aSmuch as it is the common practice in stor 
ing trunks in baggage-cars and the like to 
pile them up upon their sides, this being es 
pecially true of barrel-topped trunks. Obvi 
ously the lid can afford no substantial sup 
port against inward pressure brought to bear 
on the sides or ends at points below the lid, 
but in the present construction the sides sup 
port each other in such case in a most per 
fect manner and independently of the cover. 
At the same time more convenient access may 
be had to the contents of the trunk, and the 
trunk may also be opened when standing back 
against a Wall. 

I claim as my invention 
1. The combination with a trunk-body, of 

a lid hinged to the rear wall of the trunk-body 

w 

and having end and front walls adapted to 
Overlap and fit outside of the end and front 
Walls of the trunk-body, said front wall of the 
trunk-body being in its part below the front 
Wall of the lid, permanently attached to the 
end walls of the body and being provided 
With an outwardly-folding hinged part lo 
cated above said stationary part and above 
the lower edge of the front wall of the lid, 
whereby said hinged part will be entirely 
covered and protected by the said front wall 
of the lid. 

2. The combination with a trunk-body, of 
a lid hinged to the rear wall of the trunk 
body and adapted to overlap and fit outside 
of the body at the end and front walls of the 
latter, the front wall of the body having its 
part Within the cover-flange hinged to fold 
outwardly and having a ledge at the upper 
margins of its stationary lower portion on 
which ledge the lower margin of the cover 
flange is adapted to rest. 

3. The combination with a trunk-body pro 
vided with ledges at the outer faces of its end 
and front Walls, of a lid hinged at the rear 
Wall thereof and adapted to overlap and fit 
Outside of the end and front walls with the 
lower margins of its flanges in contact with 
said ledges, said front Wall being provided 
With an outwardly-folding hinged portion 
above the ledge of the front wall and within 
the cover-flange. 

4. In a trunk, the combination with a trunk 
body having external side ledges, of a lid 
hinged at its rear edge to the trunk-body and 
constructed to overlap and fit outside of the 
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trunk-body at its front and end walls, and 
metal plates Secured to the rear Walland outer 
faces of the end walls forming, with the ad 
jacent end walls of the body, sockets to re 
ceive the rear ends of the end walls of the lid, 
substantially as described. 

5. In a trunk, the combination with a trunk 
body having a portion of its upper front wall 
hinged to fold outwardly, a lid arranged to 
fit at its rear margin within the trunk-body 
and to overlap and fit Outside of the trunk 
body at its end and front walls, strips upon 
the end walls of the trunk-body forming sup 
porting-ledges for the end walls of the lid, 
and hinges uniting the lid and trunk-body at 
the upper rear corners of the latter, said 
hinges being each provided on its body-leaf 
with a flange which overlaps the end wall of 
the trunk and forms a socket for the recep 
tion of the rear portion of the end wall of the 
lid, substantially as described. 

6. In a trunk, the combination with a trunk 
body having a portion of its upper front wall 
hinged to fold outwardly, a lid arranged to 
fit at its rear margin within the trunk-body 
and to overlap and fit outside of the trunk 
body at its end and front Walls, strips upon 
the end walls of the trunk-body forming sup 
porting-ledges for the end walls of the lid, 
and hinges uniting the lid and trunk-body at 
the upper rear corners of the latter, said 
hinges being each provided at its body-leaf 
With a flange which overlaps the end wall of 
the trunk and forms a socket for the reception 
of the rear portion of the end wall of the lid, 
and with a flange on its lid-leaf which over 
laps the end wall of the lid and is adapted to 
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underlap and fit within the flanges of the 
body-leaf When the trunk is closed, substan 
tially as described. 

7. In a trunk, the combination of a trunk 
body having a portion of its upper front wall 
hinged to fold outwardly, a lid arranged to 
fit at its rear margin within the trunk-body 
and to overlap and fit outside of the trunk 
body at its end and front Wall, and cleats 
upon the end walls of the trunk-body form 
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ing supporting-ledges for the end walls of the 
lid, and hinges uniting the lid and trunk 
body at the upper rear corners of the latter, 
said hinges being provided with right-angled 
flanges at their lower leaves which overlap 

II5 

and are secured to the end cleats and form 
SOckets for the reception of the end walls of 
the lid, Substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
Imy invention I affix my signature, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 21st day of Febru 
alry, A. D. 1896. 

FRANK J. EALICA. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS.M. DIETRICH, 
ANDREW DIETRICH, 


