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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK J. PALICA, OF RACINE, _\VISCONSIN.

TRUNK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 587,488, dated August 3, 1897.
‘ Application filed February 28, 1896, Serial No, 681,176, (No model)

o all whom it may concerrn:

Be it known that I, FRANK J. PALICA, of
Racine, in the county of Racine and State of
‘Wisconsin, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trunks; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. S :

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of travelers’ trunks, sample-cases,
and the like in which the cover is arranged
to cover the upper margin of the trunk-body
at the front and sides thereof to form a rigid
‘““overlid” construction, and in which the
upper portion of the front wall of the body of
the trunk is hinged so as to drop down, for
the purpose of rendering the receptacle more
convenient.of access without reducing its
capacity and without impairing its strength.

The invention also includes certain im-
provements in the construction and arrange-
ment of the hinges and other trimmings.

The object of the invention is to provide

" an improved article of the character referred
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to; and the invention consists in the matters
hereinafter referred to and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

The invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a trav-
eler’s trunk or sample-case embodying my
invention, the usual trimmings other than
those concerned in the present invention be-
ing omitted for the sake of clearness of illus-
tration. Fig. 2 is a fragmentary viewin per-
spective of the trunk shown in Fig. 1 from a
direction opposite to that of said Fig. 1, show-
ing the trunk closed. Fig. 3 is a transverse
vertical sectional view taken on line 3 3 of
Fig. 2. Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are views similar to
those of Figs. 1, 2, and 3, respectively, show-
ing a modified form of the invention. Fig.7
is a view in perspective of a trunk embody-
ing still another modification of the inven-
tion. Fig. 8 is a similar perspective of the
upper part of the trunk, showing the same
open. Iig.9is a transverse vertical section
taken on line 9 9 of Fig. 7.

In said drawings, A designates the lower
portion orbody of the trunk, and B the hinged
lid or cover thereof: The trunk-body A com-
prises end walls A’ A', front and rear walls
A? A3 and a bottom wall A%, which walls are
shown herein as made substantially rectan-
gular in outline and form, in connection with
the flat-topped lid B illustrated in the pres-
ent case, a trunk of rectangular shape. It
is to be understood, however, that the top
wall B! of the 1id B may be convexly curved or
rounded, if so desired, and the upper edges of
the end walls A’ A’ correspondingly rounded,
80 as to produce a ‘“‘barrel” or ‘“‘turtle” top
trunk. -

The end walls I3* B? and the front wall B®
of the eover are adapted to fit outside of the
corresponding upper margins of the trunk-
body, while the top wall B’ of the cover rests
directly upon said upper margins. .The rear
side of the trunk A?® is, however, extended
upward beyond the end and front sides of
the trunk-body a distance equal to the thick-

‘ness of the top wall of thelid B and the latter

is arranged to fit at its rear -edge, so as to be

flush therewith when the trunk is closed.
The end walls B? of the 1lid are supported

by means of end strips D, secured across the
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end walls A" A’ and provided at their ends -

with the usual corner-clasps D’ D'

The upper part A® of the frontwall A? out-
side of which the lid B fits, is made separate
from the main lower part and hinged to the
latter so.as to.drop or fold down outwardly
in order to facilitate access to the contentsof

-the trunk.” As shown in Figs. 1 to 3, inclu-
sive, said hinged portion A%is secured to the
front wall with its outer surface in the same
‘plane with the inner surface of the main por-

tion of said wall A% the hinged portion being
made of proper length to fit at its ends be-
tween the end walls A’ A’ and being pre-

‘vented from falling inwardly beyond a verti-

cal position by means of metal clips ¢ a, se-
cured to the front side at each end thereof
and arranged to project beyond the ends in
such manner as to extend over and engage
the end walls A’. When thus constructed,
it will be obvious that the folding part will
form a perfect lock at the upper corners of
the trunk, which will, when the trunk is
closed, resist any external strain or blow
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thereon and render the trunk practically as
strong and rigid as though the front wall
were made of a single piece extending to the
same height. Itwill be obvious that when a
tray of rigid construction is used the end
clips « ¢ may be omitted, the tray serving in
such case to prevent the folding part from
foldinginward. ‘When the foldingorhinged
part A%is thus arranged to stand in a differ-
ent plane and within that of the lower part,
the upper edge of said part A®of the front
wall forms a ledge a?, which supports the
front side B® of the cover when the latter is
closed. The usual valance-strip a* is pro-
vided, secured to and extending around the
lower edges of the cover and arranged to over-
lap the joint formed at the meeting line of
the coverand the supporting-ledges when the
cover is in closed position.

At its rear edge the lid is connected by
hinges C C and C' ¢’ with the rear wall A®of
the trunk, the hinges being shown as ar-
ranged in this case with their pivotal axesin
line with the meeting-point of the outer sur-

face planes of the top and rear walls of the
trunk. The hinges C C are of ordinary con-

struetion, but asaffording additional strength
and an economical construction the corner-
hinges C' C" are preferably and as herein
shown of a construetion adapted to perform
the combined function of hinges, corner-
bumpers, and strengthening-clasps. Pref-
erably, and as shown in Figs. 1 to 3, inclu-
sive, the rear edges of the lid B will be rein-
forced with an -exterior strengthening-strip
D', such strip being of special utility when
used in connection with a lid arranged to fit
against the rear walls of the trunk-body in
the manner described, as affording an over-
lapping - cover for the joint thus formed.
When such a strip D' is used, it will be ar-
ranged to overlie the upper leaves of the cen-
tral strap-hinges C, as shown. The corner-
hinges C’ will, however, be arranged to ex-
tend over said strip, so as to perform the
function of corner-bumpers, said hinges being
constructed as follows:

Each hinge C' comprises a lower leaf ¢, se-
cured against the rear side of the trunk-wall
and provided with a right-angled extension
or flange ¢’, which embraces and is secured
to the end of thestriporcleat D', which forms
the ledge on the end wall of the trunk, and
an upper leaf ¢, secured to the top surface
of the lid and also provided with a flange ¢3,
which extends downward upon the end wall
of the lid and is arranged to underlap or fit
within the upper portion of the flange ¢’ of
the lower leaf when the lid is in closed po-
sition. The end flange ¢’ of the lower leat of
the hinge extends vertically upward from its
point of attachment to the end strip D, which
latter is of the same thickness as that of the
end wall of thelid to a point nearly even with
the top surface of the lid, thereby forming, in
conjunection with the main body of the leaf, a
rectangular socket within which the rear end

of the end wall B?of the lid and overlapping
flanges secured thereto are adapted to fit
when the trunk is closed.

As shown in the modification illustrated
in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, the end walls B* B* are
made tapering or narrowing from front to
rear, and the end strips D? D?, forming the
supporting-ledges for the end walls of the
cover, are correspondingly inclined at their
inner edges to receive the same. In this case
also the upper front part A’ is hinged to the
lower front wall A% so as to drop down, but
is arranged in the same plane with the lat-
ter and is constructed to extend outside of
and rest against the end margins of the end
walls A’ A’. In order to afford suchsupport
for the end walls as will prevent them from
yvielding inwardly, the hinged upper part is
shown as provided with right-angled rabbets
a' @, with which said end walls A' engage.
Obviously these rabbets which engage the
end walls both at their front edges and inner
sides form the equivalent of the construction
of Figs. 1, 2, and 3. A front strip D? is also
secured in this instance across the front side
of the body, preferably with its upper edge
flush with the line of juncture between the
parts A? A% to form a supporting-ledge for the
front wall 3% of thelid, said strip being shown
as overlying the lower leaves of the hinges a®
a® In this modification also the strengthen-
ing-strip D', secured to the rear edge of the
lid of the trunk, (shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3,)
is dispensed with and in lieu thereof a val-
ance-strip E is employed. The construction
and arrangement of the hinges are in this
case substantially like those shown in the
prior figures, the central hinges being, how-
ever, secured over the valance-strip.

As shown in the modification illustrated in
Figs. 7, 8,and 9, the construction of the trunk
is generally like that of the figures previously
deseribed, except that in this modification
the rear top side of the trunk is provided
with an overhanging ledge or fixed part AS,
and the lid B is hinged to and fits at its rear
margin against this ledge. The hinges C? C*
C? are so placed that the pivotal axis of the
1id will be a short distance back of the joint
between the lid and ledge, and a covering-
strip D* is secured to the lid in proper posi-
tion to overlap and cover said joint when the
trunk is closed. The end walls B® B® of the
lid B overlap the end walls of the trunk, as
in the other modification, but extend back to
the line of juncture of the lid and ledge only,
being made somewhat beveling -at their rear
ends, as shown. The flange ¢* of the lower
or body leaf of the hinge is correspondingly
wider and extended forward farther at its
lower end to embrace said lid end, and a fill-
ing-block D% is placed between the body of
the trunk and said flange at the rear of the
end piece of the lid, forming in effect an up-
turned extension of the end strip D.

From the foregoing description it will be

seen that a trunk having the overlid con-
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struction is exceedingly rigid and strong.
The rear edge of the lid is most perfectly
supported and protected by the abuttingledge
and interfitting or socket construction of the
corner-hinges, while the end and front walls
of the trunk are obviously covered and pro-
tected by the overlapping lid. It is also to
be noted that every corner of the trunk-body
is so joined that each side is in itself perfectly
supported against external pressure or con-
cussion. This is a feature of importance, in-
asmuch as it is the common practice in stor-
ing trunks in baggage-cars and the like to
pile them up upon their sides, this being es-
pecially true of barrel-topped trunks. Obvi-
ously the lid can afford no substantial sup-
port against inward pressure brought to bear
on the sides or ends at points below the lid,
but in the present construction the sides sup-
port each other in such case in a most per-
fect manner and independently of the cover.
Atthe same time more converient access may
be had to the contents of the trunk, and the
trunk may also be opened when standing back
against a wall.,

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination with a trunk-body, of
alid hinged to the rear wall of the trunk-body

o

and having end and front walls adapted to

overlap and fit outside of the end and front
walls of the trunk-body, said front wall of the
trunk-body being in its part below the front
wall of the lid, permanently attached to the
end walls of the body and being provided
with an outwardly-folding hm(red part lo-
cated above said stationary part and above
the lower edge of the front wall of the lid,
whereby said hinged part will be entirely
covered and ploteeted by the said front wall
of the lid.

2. The combination with a trunk-body, of
a lid hinged to the rear wall of the trunk-
body and adapted to overlap and fit outside
of the body at the end and front walls of the
latter, the front wall of the body having its
part within the cover-flange hinged to fold

outwardly and having a ledge at the upper

margins of its stationary lower portion on
whlch ledge the lower margin of the cover-
flange is adanted to rest.

3. The combination with a trunk-body pro-
vided with ledges at the outer faces of its end
and front walls, of a lid hinged at the rear
wall thereof and adapted to overlap and fit
outside of the end and front walls with the
lower margins of its flanges in contact with
said ledges, said front wall being provided
with an outwardly-folding hinged portion
above the ledge of the f10nt Wall and within
the cover ﬁanwe

4, Inatr unk the combination with a trunk-
body having external side ledges, of a lid
hinged at 1ts rear edge to the tr unk body and
constl ucted to overlap and fif outs1de of the

o

trunk-body at its front and end walls, and
metal platessecured to the rear walland outer
faces of the end walls forming, with the ad-
Jaoent end walls of the body, sockets to re-
ceive the rear ends of the end walls of the lid,
substantially as described.

5. Inatrunk,the combination witha trunk-
body having a portion of its upper front wall
hinged to fold outwardly, a lid arranged to
fit at its rear margin within the trunk-body
and to overlap and fit outside of the frunk-
body at its end and front walls, strips upon
the end walls of the trunk-body forming sup-
porting-ledges for the end walls of the lid,
and hinges uniting the lid and trunk-body at
the upper rear corners of the latter, said
hinges being each provided on its body-leaf
with a flange which overlaps the end wall of
the trunk and forms a socket for the recep-
tion of the rear portion of the end wall of the
lid, substantially as described.

6. Inatrunk, the combination with a trunk-
body having a portion of its upper front wall
hinged to fold outwardly, a lid arranged to
fit at its rear margin within the trunk-body
and to overlap and fit outside of the trunk-
body at its end and front walls, strips upon
the end walls of the trunk-body forming sup-
porting-ledges for the end walls of the lid,
and hinges uniting the lid and trunk-body at
the upper rear corners of the latter, said
hinges being each provided at its body-leaf
with a flange which overlaps the end wall of
the trunk and forms a socket for the reception
of the rear portion of the end wall of the lid,
and with a flange on its lid-leaf which over-
laps the end wall of the lid and is adapted to
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underlap and fit within the flanges of the .

body-leaf when the trunk is closed, substan-
tially as described.

7. In a trunk, the combination of a trunk-
body having a portion of its upper front wall
hinged to fold outwardly, a lid arranged to
fit at its rear margin within the trunk-body

and to overlap and fit outside of the trunk-

body at its end and front wall, and cleats
upon the end walls of the trunk-body form-
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ing supporting-ledges for the end walls of the

lid, and hinges uniting the lid and trunk-
body at the upper rear corners of the latter,
said hinges being provided with right-angled
flanges at their lower leaves which overlap

115

and are secured to the end cleats and form

sockets for the reception of the end walls of
the lid, substantially as described. »

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 21st day of Febru-
ary, A. D. 1896.

FRANK J. PALICA.

VWitnesses:
CHAS. M. DIETRICH,
ANDREW DIETRICH,
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