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* UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES M. HOLLINGSWORTH, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

HANDLE FOR SUIT-CASES  AND THE LIKE. .

1,047,941,

o all whomt it may concern:

.-Be it known that I, Cmarres M. Hor-

LINGSWORTH, - residing in Washington, Dis- |
b ] B b]

trict of Columbia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Handles
for Suit-Cases and the Like, of which the
following is-a specification. .

My invention is an improved handle con-
struction for use on suit cases, sample cases,
and other containers of a similar nature.
These cases or receptacles are usually of
greater length than height or width and are
provided- with relatively fixed handles on
the upper longitudinal side. This construc-

“tien not infrequently is inconvenient for
use particularly when the person carrying
the case is getting on and off of cars, or in
standing at rest the carrier must support
the entire weight-of the case or stoop over
to set the case down. I have, therefore, de-
vised an improved handle construction
whereby the case may be carried in the usual
manner: or- up-ended and. carried in a ver-
tical ‘position with one end on top, thus mak-
ing the bottom of the case come closer to
the ground and reducing the stooping op-
eration necessary to raise the case from the
ground to a minimum. B

Furthermore, it is the object of my inven-
tion to provide the case with g handle of

such nature.that the case may be carried |

either in the ordinary way with its longi-
tudinal ‘axis horizontal, or may be carried
with its longitudinal axis vertical, thus mak-
inig it more easy for the.user to ascend and
_descend stalrs or car steps with the case.
"(Fenerically the invention resides in pro-
viding a case with a top and end handle so

. designed that when one handle member is

40

4
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employed, the other assumes a position out
of the way, and vice versa, thereby not leav-
ing projecting parts to get in one’s way.
More subordinately thé invention includes
those novel details of construétion, combi-
nation and -arrangement of pavts, all of
which will be first Tully described, and then
be specifically pointed out in the appended
claims, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing, in which:—
IFigure 1 is a perspective view showing the
manner of carrying the case in a vertical po-

+gition with the end -handle member in use.

5

Lo

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the case with
the end handle member out of use aund the
top handle member in position for use. Fig.
3 is a vertical longitudinal section showing

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Dee. 24,1912.

Applica'ﬁon- filed June 19, 1912, Serih_l No. 704,533.

the position of the parts when the top han-
dle is employed, in full lines, and the posi-
tion of the parts when the end handle is em-
ployed, in dotted lines. TFig. 4 is a detail
perspective view of the guide member, and,

Fig. 5 is an-inverted detail perspective view'

showing the guide member in place in the
case. :
In the drawing, like numerals and ietters
of reference designate like parts in all the
figures.

1 is the case, which may be of the usual
construction, and is provided with the top
side. 2 and the end side 3. The case is eut

out at 4 and 3 to receive the ends of the.

guide member 6. The guide member 6 is a
plate, having side flanges 7 and ears 10,

threugl the medium of which, the guide

may Dbe secured within the suit case 1. as

best indicated in.Iig. 5 of the drawing.

"One end 8 of the guide is bent over to pro-

ject through the opening 4, while the other
end 9 projects thirough the opening 5. _ If
desired, the ends 8 and 9 may be riveted to
the suit case, as at 11, see Fig. 8.

12 designates the end handle member, and
18 designates the top handle member, both
of which ave formed out of a single strap
whose ends are respectively secured at 13
to the suit case top and end: The strap pro-
jects through the openings 5 .and 4 of the
suit case, and passes along the guide 6, as
at 19, passing into the suit case through the
cop opening 5 and ont of the case through
the end opening 4. ‘

The handle member 12 is held by cross
straps 14 and 15, secured to the end 3 of
the case 1.a suitable distance apart, while
the handle member 18 is gnided through
straps 16 and 17 similarly secured to the top
9 of the-case Land spaced a suitable distance
apart. c '

The length of thestrap 12—19—18 is such
that when one haudle member 18 is in its
operative position, as indicated in Ifig. 2,
the other handle member 12 will he polled
(lat against the end 3 of the case out of the
w . and when the handle member 12 is
patted into operative position (see, Fig. 1
and dotted lines in Fig. 3). the handle mem-
ber 18 will be pulled. flat against the top 2
of the case 1, and out of the way.

Ifrom the foregoing it will be. observed
that wmy invention provides a convenient
and quickly adjustable handle construetion,
whereby the ease may be carried either hori-
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of the user,
The drawing shows the preferred con-

zontally or vertically to suit the convenience

struction of the invention, although it is

obvious that changes in the details of con-
struction and design of the parts may read-
ily be made without departing from the
invention. : -

What I claim is:—

1. A case having a top and an end, com-
bined with a handle member mounted on the
top and end to form a top or an eénd handle
by which ‘the case may be carried either
horizontally or vertically.

2. In a traveling case, a handle forming
strap, having one end secured to the top of
the case and the other end secured to one
end of the case, guide straps secured on the
case through which said handle strap passes
to form a top handle member or an end
handle member, according as said strap is
gripped on the top of the case or its end.

3. In a traveling case, a member having

a top handle forming section and an end
handle forming section, and a connection be-
tween said sectlons in virtue of which either
section may be moved into its handle form
position while the other section is simul-
taneously flattened against the case.
4. The combination of a traveling case
with a top handle member and an end han-
dle member, and means connecting the said
handle members together, in virtue of which
when one handle member is in use the other
handle member will be held fatwise against
the case, and vice versa. .

5. The combination of a traveling case
with a top handle member and an end han-
dle member, and means connecting the said
handle members together, in virtue of which
when one handle member is in use the other
handle membBer will be held flatwise itgainst

§

1,047,041

the case, and vice versa, said case having
top and end openings through which said
last named means enters and leaves the case.

6. The combination of a traveling case
with a top-handle member and an ¢nd han-
dle member, and means connecting the said
handle members together, in virtue of which
when one handle member is in use the other
handle member will be held flatwise against
the case, and vice versa, said case having
top and end openings through which said
last named means enters and leaves the case,
and a guide within the case for said con-
necting means. )

7. A case having a top and an end, com-

bined with a handle member mounted on the
top and end to form a top or an end handle

. by which the case may be carried either hori-

zontally or vertically, and means for rela-
tively stationarily holding the ends of said
handle member to the case. '

8. In a traveling case, a member includ-
ing a top handle forming section and an
end handle forming section, pairs of cross
straps secured to the top and to one end of
the case and spaced apart whereby the top
handle forming section will come between
one pair of cross straps, and the end handle
forming section will come between the other
pair of cross straps, a connection between
said sections i virtue of which either sec-
ticn may be mdved into its handle forming
position, while the other section is simul-
tanecusly flattened against the case, and

means for relatively rigidly holding the ex-’

treme ends of said member from movement
with relation to the case.

CHARLES M. HOLLINGSWORTH.

Witnesses:
Arserr E. DierericH,
Gro. B. Pirrs.
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