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This invention relates more particularly 
to a class of devices adapted to be used for 
feeding infants. - 
The forms of nipples commonly employed 

on nursing bottles for feeding infants are 
made with the main object of preventing the 
mouthpiece from collapsing, whether of the 
types having cap-shaped body parts for use 
on narrow neck bottles or of the types hav 
ing enlarged Rabi body portions de 
signed to simulate the breast of a woman. 
Consequently the nipples which are usually 
made of rubber are vulcanized to a hardness 
which tends to irritate the mouth of the in 
fant. Other forms having valve structural 
parts are made for serving to prevent col 
lapsing of the mouthpiece, and owing to 
their peculiar construction it is practically 
impossible to keep the nipples in thoroughly 
clean sanitary condition. 
My invention has for its object primarily 

to overcome these objections by providing a 
device or nipple designed to be employed on 
nursing bottles, and which is preferably 
made of relatively high percentage of pure 
rubber so that the required softness and 
smoothness will be obtained to obviate lia 
bility of irritating the gums and mouth when 
used by an infant as well as tempting the 
user by its closely resembling functioning to 
the human breast and also to allow of being 
readily reversed inside-out for permitting it 
to be employed normally and reversely and 
allowing of effectual cleaning. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a separate stay element which is pref 
erably made of rubber in a flat sheet or plate 
adapted to be curved in a cylindrical or tu 
bular form for removable insertion in the re 
cessed orificed mouth or nipple member of 
the device to serve for preventing the mem 
ber from collapsing and this sheet is pro 
vided with spaced grooves for allowing the 
liquid food to flow through the mouth mem 
ber notwithstanding the biting of the mem 
ber by the infant. This stay element being 
removable from the nipple proper enables it 
to be thoroughly cleansed. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a nursing nipple of a simple and 
efficient construction, and which may be 
made in any appropriate size and shape. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention will be hereinafter more fully ex 
plained with reference to the accompanying 

drawing forming a part of this specification 
in which similar characters of reference in 
dicate corresponding parts in all the views, 
and will then be pointed out in the claims at 
the end of the description. . . . . 

v . 60 
In the drawing, Figure 1 is a fragmentary 

view showing a section taken through one 
form of nursing nipple embodying my in 
vention as applied to a feeding bottle. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. . . . . 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of 
R form of stay element used in the nipple, 
3. . . 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken through a 
slightly different form of the nipple. 
The device or nursing nipple may be made 

of rubber vulcanized to a suitable degree of 
resiliency, though I prefer to make the de 
vice of a high percentage of pure rubber, in 
order to provide a softness resembling a 
woman's breast as well as overcoming lia 
bility of rubbing and irritating the gums 
and mouth of an infant, besides avoiding the 
use of large amounts of foreign materials 
commonly used in the various processes of 
vulcanization used in making ordinary nurs 
ing nipples. 
The nipple has a body portion 10 which 

may be of approximately a parabolic shape, 
as shown in Fig. 1, for enabling the nipple 
to be used on a well known form of nursing 
bottle, as 11, having a wide neck and mouth, 
as 12, or the body portion 10 may be of sub 
stantially a cap-shape, as shown in Fig. 4, to 
allow the nipple to be used on nursing bot 
tles having narrow necks. On the marginal 
edge of the body portion 10 are formed two 
annular ribs or beads 13 and 14, one on the 
interior and one on the exterior of the body 
so that the nipple may be used in the nor 
mal fashion as well as when turned inside 
out. Extending from the central part of the 
body portion 10 is a mouthpiece or nipple 
member 15 which may be of the usual or any 
preferred shape having its recess 16 commu 
nicating with the concavity of the body por 
tion, and in the free end of the nipple mem 
ber 15 is provided the usual orifice 17 for 
the flow of liquid food to the infant. 
In order to prevent the mouthpiece or 

nipple member 15 from collapsing or having 
its passage obstructed by the biting action of 
the user, a separate stay element, as 18, is 
provided. This stay element is preferably 
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in the form of a flat sheet or plate of rubber 
of a substantially rectangular shape of a 
thickness so that when bent or curved in a 
cylindrical or tubular form its ends will re 
main in contact without tending to auto 
matically overlap each other. The sheet is 
also of a size adapted to removably fit snug 
ly in the recess 16 of the nipple member 15 to 
avoid liability of accidentally falling from 
the recess when seated in the recess, and the 
sheet when curved in tubular form may be of 
a length approximately equal to the depth 
of the recess. On the inner face of the elas 
tic sheet crosswise of its contactable edges 
are spaced parallel rib members 19 provid 
ing spaced grooves, as 20, for allowing liquid 
food to flow therethrough so that the infant 
will be fed irrespective of all biting action 
on the nipple member, when the device is in 
use, and while the form of the sheet illus 
trated has the spaced grooves 20 in one of its 
faces, forms of the sheet having spaced 
grooves in both of its faces may also be made. 
Thus I, provide a nursing nipple which is 
adapted to be easily turned inside-out to 
allow of being used normally or reversely as 
well as permitting it to be thorouglaly 
cleansed, and which will be prevented from 
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collapsing when in use to obstruct the flow 
of liquid food. Y 
In the foregoing description I have em 

bodied the preferred form of my invention, 
but I do not wish to be understood as limit 
ing myself thereto, as I am aware that 
rincidifications may be made therein without 3 
departing from the principle or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of this invention, 
therefore, I reserve to myself the right to 
make such changes as fairly fall within the 
scope thereof. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent:- 
A stay element for use in a nursing nipple, 

comprising a substantially rectangular flat 
plate of rubber capable of being cirved into 
an approximately tubular form for reihov 
able insertion in the recessed orificed mouth 
member of the nipple and the plate having 
on one of its faces protruding spaced rib 
members providing therebetween grooves ex 
tending across the Y-- 
posite edges. 
This specification signed and witnessed 

this thirteenth day of October, A. D. 1923. 
ANNA. M. DELMAS. 
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