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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES H. PHILPOTT, OF RATON, TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO. 

BURG LAR-ALARM. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 420,097, dated January 28, 1890. 
Application filed November 14, 1889, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs H. PHILPOTT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Raton, in the county of Colfax and Territory 
of New Mexico, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Burglar-Alarms; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the 
art to Which it appertains to make and use 
the same. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

simple and inexpensive form of detonating 
burglar-alarms, as shall be more particu 
larly hereinafter described, and pointed out 
in the claim. - :: 

Referring to the drawings which form apart 
of this case, Figure l shows my improved 
alarm attached to a door opening inward, or 
toward you. Fig. 2 shows it in position be 
tween the meeting-rails of a window-sash. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of the alarm, show 
ing the head in section. Fig. 4 is a modifi 
cation of the fastening-plate. Fig. 5 is the 
reverse of the plate shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 
6 is a view of the head detached, and Fig. 7 
is a view of the alarm attached to a door 
opening outward, or from you. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents 
the head of the detonator; C, an orifice there 
in; D, a cup-like depression having a central 
recess for the fulminate or other explosive or 
anvill. 
E is a plunger-rod having a firing-pin h on 

its inner end. 
H is a recoil-spring encircling the plunger 

in the orifice and bearing against a stud or 
pin at one of its ends, and having its oppo 
site end bearing against the upper end of the 
orifice. 

From a short section of chain I, which is 
secured to the outer end of the plunger-rod, 
depends the fastening-plate K, which has a 
lug or projection thereon, and an opening 
near said lug, which has one or both of its 
faces provided with rasp-teeth for engaging 
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the meeting edges of the door and its frame 
or of a window-sash. - 
The head A is made quite heavy and is 

preferably pear-shaped, with the recesses 
therein for the explosive material, as above 
described. • 

The operation of the alarm is very simple 
and it is readily applied to use. The explo 
sive is placed in the recess D and it is pressed 
in place by the firing-pin h, which is nor 
mally in slight contact there with through the 
medium of the spring G. The plate K is 
placed between any two desired meeting Sur 
faces, either in a door or window, where it is 
held by means of the rasp-teeth k, which 
take hold of the wood. Should any one at 
tempt to open the door or raise the Sash, the 
lug L will be struck thereby and the plate 
forced out, when the weight of the head A will 
carry the whole device vertically downward 
until it strikes some object, when the explo 
sive will be fired by means of the pinh. 
The modification shown in Fig. 4 is cen 

trally bent at right angles, the better to be 
inserted between the window-sash. 
When not in use, the device may be sus: 

pended from any point by means of the hole l. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new is 
A detonating alarm having a solid bulb 

like head, an orifice therein, a depression or 
anvil for the explosive in the bottom of Said 
orifice, a spring-actuated plunger for firing 
the explosive, and a securing-plate fastened 
by means of a chain to the outer end of the plunger-rod, the said plate being provided 
with rasp-teeth for engagement with the ob 
jects between which it is inserted, and lug or 
stud for starting said plate, substantially as 
described, and for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. * 
CHARLES H. PHILPOTT. 

Witnesses: 
JAMES J. SHULER, 
EDWARD L. WATKLNS. 
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