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This invention relates to an amusement and
training device for children, and more particu-
larly to a deviece for training a small child to uti-
lize a commode.

A primary object of this invention is the pro- :

vision of a device adapted for the amusement and
entertainment of a small child while seated upon
a commode for the performance of natural func-
tions, thus lessening the tedium of waiting and

holding the child’s interest until such funections’

have been performed.

An additional object of the invention is the
provision of such a device characterized by mo-
bility, whereby the normal bodily motion of a
small child while seated upon a commode is
translated into motion of the apparatus, to the
edification of the child, thus holding his inferest.

As conducive to a clearer understanding of this
invention, it may here be .pointed out that in
training a small child to utilize the commode,
the child, when seated thereon, frequently be-
comes restless, and by bodily movement not in-
frequently upsets the device, or falls, or creates
other difficulties. An object of this invention,
therefore, is the provision of a device whereby,
when the child is compelled to remain in such a
situation for a relatively long period of time, such
bodily motion may be accommodated without
harmful eonsequences, and further, by imparta-
tion of movement to the device will amuse and
“hold the interest of the child.

A still further object of the invention is the
provision of such a device which will be sturdy
and durable in construetion, reliable and efficient
in operation, and relatively simple to construct,
empty and clean.

Other objects will in part be obvious and in
part be pointed out as the deseription of the
invention proceeds, and shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein there is disclosed a pre-~
ferred embodiment of this lnventlve concept.

In the drawmgs

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of one form
of the device embodying this inventive concept,
certain concealed portions thereof being indicated
in dotted lines.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the device dlS-
closed in Figure 1.

- Figure 3 is a side view partially in section and

partially in elevation of the device disclosed in’

Figure 1.
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken substanmally
along the line 4—4 of Figure 3.
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view of a modified form of a constructional de-
tail.

Similar reference characters refer to similar
parts throughout. the several views of the draw-
ings.

Having reference now to the drawings, the de-
vice is comprised of a base I8, provided with a
centrally positioned fixed supporting post i1, and
having spaced parallel guide rails {2, as best
shown in Figure 4, providing guide channels for
rollers {3 rotatably mounted at the extremities
of legs 14 of a body portion {5, which may be
in simulation of a horse, or any other desired
animal, or the like. As best shown in Figure 3,
the ‘body portion 15 is hollow and provided with
a central recess 6, and an elongated slot 17 in
the lower portion thereof, through which the
supporting post I { extends, in such manner that
linear or longitudinal movement of the body with-
in the channels (2, is permitted with respect to
the post 11, such motion being accomplished in
a manner to be more fully described hereinafter.

The forward extremity of the body portion {5
is provided with a slotted aperture (8, within
which is pivotally mounted, as on a pivot {9, a
portion. 20 in simulation of a horse’s head and
neck.

The portion 20 is provided with relatively rigid
rods 21 terminating in a handle portion 22, and
secured, as at 23, to the bridle 24 of the horse,
the arrangement being such that pressure exerted
on the handle 22 results in pivotal movement of
the head portion 28 about the pivot 8.

The lower portion of the member 28 is pivoted,
as on a pivot 25, below the pivot 19 to a link 25,
the opposite end of which is pivoted, as on a
pivot 27, to the upper extremity of the post {i.
Thus, it will be seen that pressure on the handle
22 imparting motion about the pivot point 19 to
the member 20 results thr ough the linkage dbove
described in linear movement of the body {5 with-
in the guideways i2. ’

In the portmn of the body normally occupied
by a saddle, there is provided an aperture of
circular or oval or other desired shape, within
which is adapted to be positioned a commode
30 provided with a flange or rim 3{ for support-
ing the same in the aperture, and having a han-
dle 32 formed in simulation of a saddle horn. A
back 33 may be provided affixed to the body to
afford a rest for the child positioned on the ani-
mal, and straps 34 may also be provided for se-
curing the child against an accidental fall. If
desired, stirrups 35 may also be provided (see

Figure 5 is an enlarged fr agmentary sectional 88 Fig. 1),
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If desired, the aperture may be closed by a
suitable cover (not shown) in order that the de-
vice may be used as a toy alone.

From the foregoing the operation of the device
should be readily apparent. When it is desired
to have the child attend to a call of nature, he
is positioned upon the commode 30 as though
astride a horse, or other animal, and secured in
position, as by means of the straps 34. Obviously,
if the child grasps the handle 22 and pushes or
pulls thereupon, the head portion 20 will be
caused to move about the pivot 18, thus result-
ing in a reciprocatory movement of the body i85,
to the edification and amusement of the child,
and in such manner as to hold his interest for the
requisite period of time.

A modified form of construction is disclosed in
Figure 5, wherein there is disclosed a body 15’
provided with a slot {8’, into which extends the
extremity of a head portion 20’ pivoted, as on a
pivot 19’. A post 11’ extends upwardly into. the
body portion through a suitable slot 17°.

In this modification, however, the post {1’ is
provided with an extending portion 40 which ex-
tends forwardly into the slot 18’ and is provided
on its upper surface with a rack 4{ comprised
of a plurality of teeth. The lower portion of
the member 20’ is arcuate in configuration, and
is provided with a toothed segment 42 adapted
to engage with the rack 41. Obviously, in this
modification, movement of the portion 20’ in
either direction will, through engagement with
the rack, cause a movement of the body portion
{5’ similar to that previously discussed in the
foregoing modification. -

From the foregoing it will now be seen that
there is herein provided a device accomplishing
all the objects of this invention, and others, in-
cluding many advantages of great practical util-
ity and commercial importance.

As many embodiments may be made of this in-
ventive concept, and as many modifications may
be made in the embodiment hereinbefore shown
and described, it is to be understood that all mat-
ter herein is to be interpreted merely as illus-
trative and not in a limiting sense.

I claim:

1. A movable support comprising a hollow body
having an elongated recess in one end, and an
elongated recess in the lower side thereof, means
on said body providing a seat and a seat back,
and four supporting legs depending from said
body, a supporting base beneath said legs, re-
spective guideways on said base for the lower ends
of said legs, a post secured to said base and ex-
tending upwardly through said recess in the lower
side of said body, a movable member having
one end portion extending through said recess
in one end of said body, a pivotal connection be-
tween said movable member and said body, a
link pivotally connected at one end to the upper
end of said post and at its opposite end to said
movable member at a location spaced from said
pivotal connection whereby movement of said
member about said pivotal connection imparts
translatory movement of said body and legs rel-
ative to said base, a pair of rods pivotally con-
nected at corresponding ends to said movable
member at a location spaced from said pivotal
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said body, and a handle connected to the oppo-
site ends of said rods and disposed adjacent said
seat.

2. A movable support comprising a hollow body
simulating an animal body, a base, guideways on
said base, wheels on said body supporting said
body on said guideways for movement relative
to said base, and means for moving said hody
relative to said base comprising an animal head
simulating member pivotally mounted on said
body, a post extending from said base into said
hollow body, means connecting said head mem-
ber to the upper end of said post, and occupant-
operated means connected to said head member
for imparting pivotal movement to the latter
relative to said body.

3. A movable support comprising a hollow body
simulating an animal body, a base, guideways
on said base, wheels on said hody supporting said
body on said guideways for movement relative
to said base, and means for moving said body
relative to said base comprising an animal head
simulating member pivotally mounted on said
bedy, a post extending from said base into said
hollow body, means connecting said head member
to the upper end of said post, and occupant-
operated means connected to said head member
for imparting pivotal movement to the latter
relative to said body, said means connecting said
head member to said post comprising a link
pivotally connected at one end to said head mem-
ber at a location spaced irom the pivotal con-
nection between said head member and said body,
and a pivotal connection between the opposite
end of said link and said post.

4. A movable support comprising a hollow body
simulating an animal body, a base, guideways on
said base, wheels on said body supporting sald
body on said guideways for movement relative to
said base, and means for moving said body rela-
tive to said base comprising an animal head
simulating member pivotally mounted on said
body, a post extending from said base into said
hollow body, means connecting said head mem-
ber to the upper end of said post, and cccupant-
operated means connected to said head member
for imparting pivotal movement to the latter
relative to said body, said means connecting said
head member to said post comprising a gear
sector on said head member adjacent the pivotal
connection between said head member and said
body, and a rack on said post having teeth in
mesh with the teeth of said gear sector.

KARL E. DUNBAR.
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