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To all thon, it may concern: 
Be it known. that I, ALMYR L. NEWMAN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Warwick, in the county of Kent, State of 
Rhode Island, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Bracelet 
Clasps, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to clasps for Watch 

bracelets and like articles of jewelry and 
consists of improvements in the construc 
tion of the same. 
One object of the invention is to provide 

an article of the type specified for clasping 
the bracelet to the watch, and for other like 
purposes, which is simpler in construction 
and more economical to manufacture than 
similar devices now in use. 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide a clasp which is easily attached to 
the loop of the watch or other article and 
which will be securely, held from accidental 
unfastening, while being durable in use and 
proof against derangement or getting out 
of order. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention 

is described in the following specification 
and illustrated by the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

Fig. 1 illustrates my improved clasp as 
employed at the ends of a metal bracelet for 
fastening the same to a Wrist watch; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged side elevation of the 
clasp showing it part sectional in a vertical 
plane; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged bottom plan view 
of the clasp showing a portion of its end 
broken away to illustrate the spring-Oper 
ated tongue which closes the beak or hook of 

40 the clasp; 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blank from 

which the body of the clasp is constructed; 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the tongue 

of the clasp showing the bent finger or 
tab for fastening the spring in place; and 

Fig. 6 is a similar view showing the 
method of attaching the spring to the 
tongue. 

Referring to the drawings, my improved 
clasp is preferably constructed from a 
blank 2 of relatively thin sheet-metal 
punched or stamped out in the form shown 

in Fig. 4. The main part of the blank 
2. is of Substantially rectangular shape with 
opposite lateral wings 3,3 having small 
tabs or lugs 4 projecting from their ends. 
The opposite ends of the wings 3 have their 
edges cut away, or concaved toward the cen 
ter of the blank where they join the edges 
of a narrowed-neck portion 5. The neck 
5 flares outwardly, into a wider rectangular 
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strip 6 which constitutes the curved hook 
or beak of the clasp. formed by bending the 
metal around as shown in Fig. 2. 
The lateral Wings 3 of the blank are 

bent at right angles to its main portion and 
then folded inwardly, at points indicated 
by the dotted lines in Fig. 4, with their 
edges meeting in a butted seam 7, see Fig. 
3, thus forming the sides 8 and bottom 9 
of a hollow, rectangular, box-like struc 
ture 10. The top - 
10 are slightly, curved along their length 
to provide an arcuate contour conforming 
to the shape of the links of the bracelet to 
which the clasp is attached, thus adapting 
the whole bracelet to fit sungly against the 
Wrist of the wearer. 
of the clasp is adapted to receive one of 
the sliding links of the bracelet which is 
normally, maintained telescoped therein by 
an enclosed spring held by the lugs 4 bent 
upwardly at the end of the box. Since the 
construction of the bracelet itself forms 
no part of the present invention, however, 
it is not herein shown or described in detail. 
The tongue or keeper 11 for closing the 

beak or hook 6 of the clasp is illustrated 
in detail in Fig. 5. It consists of a sheet 
metal strip having flaring lateral edges and 
an integral narrow cross-bar 12 at One end. 
A narrow tab or ear 14 is sheared out from 
the metal of the tongue to adapt it to be 
bent upwardly at an angle thereto, as shown 
in Fig. 5. 

Referring to Fig. 6, the spring 15 which 
operates the tongue 11 is constructed from a 
length of fine tempered wire bent into a loop 
16 and inserted under the upwardly bent 
ear 14 with its ends twisted together to form 
a single leg extending perpendicular to the 
cross-bar 12 of the tongue. After the loop 
of the spring 15 has been placed under the 
tab 14 the latter is hammered or swaged 

and bottom: of the box. 

The box portion 10 
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down into the opening from which it is 
sheared, thus causing the edges of the open 
ing to bite against the wire to bind the spring 
firmly in place on the tongue as shown in 
Fig. 6. 
The wings 3 of the blank 2 of the clasp 

are pierced with circular holes 18 which, 
when the blank is folded into shape, are posi 
tioned at the ends of the sides 8 of the box 
10. While the box. 10 is being formed the 
opposite ends of the cross-bar 12 of the 
tongue 11 are inserted through the holes 18 
to adapt them to serve as trunnions or pivots 
on which the tongue hinges. One end 19 of 
the cross-bar 12 is made longer than the 
other end and after being inserted through 
its respective hole it is bent at right-angles, 
as shown in Fig. 3, to form a crank-arm for 
operating the tongue 11 to open the clasp. 
The spring 15 is bent around the rearward 
edge of the tongue 11, as shown in Fig. 2, to 
adapt its end to bear against the under side 
of the neck 5 of the hook 6 to normally hold 
the tongue with its forward end closed 
against the inner edge of the hook. 

In use my improved clasp operates as fol 
lows: When employed on a watch-bracelet 
the clasp is readily attached to the loop 20 
on the side of the watch 21, as shown in Fig. 
1, by pressing its tongue 11 against the loop 
to enter the latter into the hook or beak 6 of 
the clasp. The tongue 11 then Swings back 
under the action of the Spring 15 to close the 
hook to prevent the escape of the loop 20. 
When it is required to unfasten the clasp the 
crank-arm 20 is pressed with the finger to 
swing the tongue 11 inwardly away from the 
end of the hook 6, whereupon the loop 20 
my be readily slipped out of the clasp. 

t will be observed that my invention pro 
vides a clasp of particularly neat and simple 
construction in which there are only two 
main elements, the spring for the tongue of 
the clasp being substantially an integral part 
thereof when once assembled there with. The 
operative part of the spring, being formed 
by the twisted lengths of wire, is rendered 
particularly strong and durable and capable 
of retaining its resiliency under long periods 
of use. Furthermore, there are no pins, 
screws or rivets employed in the improved 
construction, the parts when once assembled 
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being permanently held together so that the 
complete clasp is not liable to be broken, de 
ranged or disorganized. 
Having now explained the nature of my 

invention and a preferred embodiment there 
of, I claim: 

1. In a clasp for watch-bracelets or the like, 
the combination of a tubular box-like mem 
ber having holes in its sides and a hook pro 
jecting from its end, a tongue formed with 
an integral cross-bar arranged with its ends 
journaled in the holes in the sides of the box 
and one of the ends bent at right-angles to 
provide a crank-arm for swinging the 
tongue, and a spring operating on the tongue 
to normally maintain it in position with its 
end closing the mouth of the hook. 

2. In an article of the type specified, the 
combination of a member having a hook at 
its end, a tongue pivoted on said member to 
adapt it to close the mouth of the hook, and 
a spring constructed of Strands of wire 
twisted together and arranged between the 
hook-member and the tongue to yieldingly 
hold the latter with its ends closed against 
the end of the hook. 

3. In an article of the type specified, the 
combination of a member having a hook at 
its end, a tongue pivoted on said member to 
adapt it to Swing across the opening of the 
hook, and a spring formed from a length of 
wire bent into a loop for fastening it to the 
tongue and having its ends twisted together 
and extending against the side of the hook to 
yieldingly hold the tongue closed against the 
end of the hook. 

4. In an article of the type specified, the 
combination of a member having a hook at 
its end, a tongue pivoted on said member to 
adapt it to Swing across the opening of the 
hook, said tongue formed with an ear bent 
upwardly from an opening cut through the 
metal of the tongue, and a spring formed 
from a length of wire bent into a loop with 
its ends twisted together, said loop enclos 
ing the ear on the tongue and secured thereto 
by bending the ear backinto the opening, said 
spring extending from the tongue to bear 
against the side of the hook to hold the 
tongue closed against the end of the hook. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
AIMYR I. NEWMAN. 
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