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(57) Abstract: A cooling gas passage switching equipment for a vacuum heat treatment furnace is provided with a cooling chamber,
which surrounds a cooling area wherein a work to be treated is left at rest, and a gas cooling/circulating equipment, which cools and
circulates gas which passes through the cooling chamber. The cooling gas passage switching equipment cools the heated work to be
treated by using pressurized circulating gas. The equipment is provided with a fixed separating board by which the cooling chamber

\O and the gas cooling/circulating equipment are separated, and a slidable shielding board which is driven to slide along the surface
& of the fixed separating board. The fixed separating board has a suction opening and a jetting opening on the suction port and the
jetting port of the gas cooling/circulating equipment to independently communicate. The slidable shielding board has a shielding
part which partially shields the suction opening and the jetting opening of the fixed separating board. Thus, directions of the gas

passing through in the cooling chamber are alternately switched.
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