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To all chom, it may concer’in : 
Be it known that I, MICHAEL W. FRY, of 

Guyandotte, in the county of Cabell and State 
of West Virginia, have invented a new and 
Improved Clothes-Pounder; and I do hereby 
declare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the same, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawing forming a 
part of this specification, in which is repre 
sented a sectional elevation of my improved 
pounder. 

The invention relates to means whereby 
water, soapsuds, or Washing - fluid may be. 
forced through clothes and the dirt elimin 
ated therefrom without using the ordinary 
wash-boards or rubbers. The invention con 
sists in a clothes-pounder, and will first be 
fully described, and then pointed out in the 
claim. 
A represents a tube, open at both ends, and 

provided with the spider or cross-bars at at 
the bottom or inside. B is a piston, fitting in 
said tube, having the side-apertured pipes C, 
with valve-seats c, and ball-valves c', and the 
central socket D, in which is fastened the ver. 
tical handle E. The socket D may be sus 
tained in place by the braces d, and is caused 
to fit over a piston, F, which is supported on a 
rod rising from the bars a, and centrally fixed 

in the tube A. Between the lower end of 
handle E and the piston F is placed (in the 
socket D) a spiral spring, G. 
The clothes being placed in the tub or lo 

cated under the spider a, and the piston B fit 
ted in the tube A, so that the piston F may 
be in the socket l) and against the spring G, 
the piston B is moved by hand up and down 
in the tub, the water being thus caused to 
penetrate the clothes, pass through them, and 
carry with it their dirt or other discoloring 
matter, while the spring always raises the pis 
ton as soon as the downwardly-exerted force of 
the hand is relaxed. Thus the hand does no 
lifting, which is the most tiresome work, but 
only exerts a pressure downward. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
sters Patent, is 

The combination, with a piston, B, having 
central socket D, of spring G, guide-piston F, 
and handle E, as described, to enable the pis 
ton or plunger B to be guided and retracted, 
as Set fortla. 
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