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MEANS THEREFOR :

Hubert Jagger, Lincolnwood, IlL., assignor to Theodore
B. Hirschberg, Jr oy Chlcago, m.

Application March 9, 1959, Serial No. 798,139
12 Claims. (CL 101—20)

This invention relates to anti-theft means for use with
checkwriters and other machines and is more partlcularly
concerned with machines having signal alarm means in-
effective in the normal and intended usé ‘of the machine
but becoming effective for giving an alarm if the machine
is removed by an unauthorized person from its place of
use.

As is well known machines of various types are ex-
tensively used in business and commercial offices, many
of such machines, such ‘as adding machines and ma-
chines for printing checks, the latter commonly termed
checkwriters, being comparatively small and light and,
therefore, of a character to.be readily carried by a per-
son. Such machines find a ready market with the result
that many of them are stolen by sneak thieves to be re-
sold, often as second hand machines to innocent persons
and frequently to pawn shops and similar establishments.
My invention is directed to machines of the chardcter
mentioned provided with signal means effective for giv-
ing an alarm, preferably an audible alarm, if the ma-
chine is removed by an unauthorlzed person from its
intended place. of use such as a table, desk or other sup-
port, or from a predetermined posmon in. proximity
to a wall or other means providing a stationary surface.
Under normal condxtlons, when the machine is con-
ditioned for use it eithér is actually being used or per-
sons who would use it are nearby so that there is little
risk of its being stolen at such times: In general such
machines are stolen -from offices which are temporarlly
unoccupied and at'times when use of the machines is not
required, such as during the luzich hour or in the evening,
after employees have left the offices and the offices have
not been locked, though in some instances sneak thieves
gain entry-to locked offices and steal machines therefrom.
More specifically, I provide a checkwriter or analogous
machine with a self contained alarm signal system' and
with means for locking the machine “against ‘operation,
the signal system being rendered ineffectivé ‘whén the

machine is unlocked for use and being :conditioned for
operatxon when'the machine is locked, the system includ-
ing trip means rendermg the signal means ineffective so
long as the machine, .in its locked ‘condition, is supported
upon the top of a stand or other supporting surface, re-
moval of the machine, while in-its locked condition, from
such supporting surface rendering the signal means effec-
tive. The alarm signal means is disposed within the
housing of the machine so as to be inaccessible from the
exterior thereof except as to the trip member, and the
latter is ineffective for-disabling the signal means once
it has been set in operation. -In its broader aspects, my
invention comprehends a machine and alarm signal means
rendered ineffective ‘when: the machine: is supported for
_use, removal of the machine from the supporting means
rendering the alarm signal means effective. - Further ob-
jects and advantages of my. invention wxll appear from
the detail description. . .

In the drawmgs

Flgure 1 is a side vmw of a checkwnter provxded w;th
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2
alarm signal means embodying my mventlon, the . base
of the enclosmg housing bemg shown in section; ;

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken substantially on line
2—2 of Figure 1, the moving parts of the machine
located in the base being omitted for clearness of illus-
tration;

Flgure 3 is a sectional view taken substantlally on line
3—3 of Flgure 1, certain parts being shown in elevatxon'

Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view, on an en-
larged scale, of the rearward portion of the machine taken
in a plane adjacent and parallel with -the inner face of
the housing side plate, at the right hand side of the
machine as viewed from in front, certain parts bemg
broken away for clearness: of illustration; -

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 but taken in the
plane of the inner face of the frame side plate, certain
parts being broken away;

Figure 6 is a sectional view taken substantlally on
line 6—6 of Figure 5, certain parts being shown in ele-
vation; and

Flgure 7 is a diagrammatic view of the control sw1tch
and associated parts.

I have illustrated the alarm signal means of my in-
vention as applied to a checkwriter, by way of example,
it being understood that, in its broader aspects, the alarm
signal means of my invention may be applied to other
machines to which it is adaptable The checkwriter
shown is similar to that disclosed in Patent No. 1,909,141,
issued May 16, 1933, to Arthur H. Woodward and Wil-
liam E. Richmond, assignors to International Register .

- Company, and a brief description thereof in respect

to the parts having to do with my instant mventxon w1ll )
suffice.

The working parts of the machme are mounted in a
frame including two side frame plates 10 and 11 secured
in-spaced parallel relation by suitably disposed cross rods,
two of which are shown at 12 and 13, each: of the plates
19 and 11 having a forwardly extending base portion 14
spaced from the main or body portion ‘of the frame
plate by a‘rearwardly and downwardly convergmg open-
ing providing a throat 15 for insertion of & check blank
or other paper to be printed upon.’ - The frame and the
parts mounted thereon are enclosed by a housing 16
having a base 17 enclosing the lower portions and for-
ward extensions 14 of the side: frame plates 10 and 11
and the parts carried thereby, the bottom of base 17 bexng
closed by a bottom plate 18.

Printing segments 20 are mounted for mdependent ad-
justment on a shaft 21 extending. between and _suitably
mounted at ‘its -ends in the frarne plates 10 and 11,
The printing segments 20 ‘are adjusted about shaft 21
for positicning thereon with desired pnntlng characters
aligned on’ 2 printing line of the machine in position for
cooperation’ with a platen 22 sultably mounted at the
forward ends of an outer pair-of platen operating arms
23 rockably mounted on a transverse shaft 24 extending
between and mounted in' the lower or base portions of
the side frame plates 10 -and 11. The checkwriter ' is
also provided with a perforator plate (not shown) d1s-
posed for cooperation with a perforator bar 25 moiiited
on the forward ends of an-inner pair of arms 26; the
latter being also mounted on shaft 24 adjacent” the in-
ner faces of arms 23. The perforator bar 25 may be
used, in cooperation with the perforator plate, for perfor-
ating the payee area of a ‘checkincident to printing
thereof Means is provided ‘whereby -the upward move-
ment of:the forward ends of the arms 26, during: the
printing operation, may be limited so' as to render the
perforating means’ ineffective. Such means -includes a
pull rod 27 projecting through ‘the back wall of hous-
ing 16 and provided at its rearward 'end with a head or
button 28, rod 27 being attached at ifs forward ‘end ‘to
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a transverse rod 29 passmg through the lower ends of a
pair of links 30 with its end portions ‘exténding into ap-
propriately formed slots in the rearward ends of arms
26. .. The pull rod 27 is movable to.a. projected rearward
position effective for enabling the perforator means, ‘and
to. retracted, forward position . ef’fectlve for drsablmv the
perforator means, as disclosed in detail in the above
1dent1ﬁed patent. .

The upper ends of hnks 30 receive a prntle pin 32
passmg therethrough and through a toggle leaf 33 prvoted
at its .upper end on. the cross rod 12. The pmtle pin
32 also passes. through ‘the upper ends of a pair of links
34 pivoted at. their lower ends, at 35, to the rearward
ends of .the: platen arms '23. The ends of the pintle
pin 32 ‘extend through arcuate slots 36 in. the frame side

plates 10 and 11 to be guided thereby. The links 34 are
prov1ded with. 1en°thw1se slots. 37 rece1v1ng the pintle
pin 32.and prowdmg for lost motion ,assuring that the
perforator means, when enabled, will be operated some-
what in advance of the printing means, which is con-
ducive, to. ease of operation of .the machme When the
platen means is in its. non-prmtmg position shown in Fig-
ure 4, the toogle lever comprising the leaf 33 and.the
links 30 and 34 in conjunction with the pmtle pin 32 is
in its folded or retracted condition shown in Figure 4,
in. which. it normally. is held by suitable means, con-
venlently by tension springs anchored to the upper ends
of links 34 and to the side plates 10 and 11 (not shown),
as shown and described in detail in the above identified
patent

A hnk 38, at the outer face of the frame side plate
.10 is plvoted at its rearward end of the pintle pin 32
vfrom which it extends forward to a cam 39 to which it is
;plvoted at its forward end at 40. The cam 39 is fixed
o the inner erld of a short sleeve or bushing 41 mount-
ed for turning movement on a stud shaft 42 secured to
frame plate 10. - An operating lever. 43 is mounted on
and keyed to bushing 41, the. latter: being restrained
agamst outward movement on stud. shaft 42, as disclosed
in_the, above identified patent, and lever 43 being. re-
stramed agamst outward movement on bushing 41 by a
cap nut. .44 threaded onto the outer end thereof with an
mtervenmg spring washer 45. - Lever 43 is prov1ded at
its outer end with a suitable handle 46. o
p The operatmg lever 43 normally is in its posmon in-
dlcated in broken lines in Figure 1 and is swung from
that position downward _ and forward to its full line
position, for performing: a printing operation.. During
:the first portion of such forward movement of lever 43
the printing characters disposed on the printing line of
the machine are inked by means of an inking. assembly
(not shown) as disclosed in the above identified patent.
Thereafter in the continued forward and downward move-
._ment of lever 43 link. 38 is moved.rearward thereby.ex-
.te_ndrng the toggle lever means and moving the platen
.22 into pressure contact with the check blank, as shown
.in Figure 1, while also moving the perforator bar 25 into
.cooperatxon with the perforator plate, if the perforator
means-is then enabled. When the lever 43 is at the end
of its. forward and downward stroke link 38 is in its
-upper position-indicated in broken lines in Figure 5 and
.pintle pin .32 is in its rearmost position indicated in
.broken lines. - The checkwriter so far described is sub-
-stantially the same as that disclosed in the above identi-
fied . patent .and need not. be. described -here .in greater
_detail . except as to those features having to do partic-
-ularly with my instant invention.

. sA sleeve 48 is mounted for turning movement on cross
-rod 13 and is confined between frame side plate 10 and
-a. Snap rmg 49 engaging in a circumferential groove

.formed in rod 13. A locking member 50 is. secured on |

the outer end .of sleeve 48 and extends therefrom upward
.above the rearmost position of the' pintle pin "32'to which
-lt is moved incident to. the printing operatron ~The lock-
ing member 50 is provided with a hook or bill portion

[~}
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.switch block.72.
plunger stem 73 moves the latter upward thereby bowing

o

,51 drsposed to engage over and about the forward por—
‘tion of pintle” pm "32 when the Tlatter is in a position a

short distance in front of its rearmost position, as shown
in Figure 5. Locking member 50 is further provided,
at the upper portxon thereof, with a lengthwise slot 52
which receives a pin 53 secured in a finger 54 fixed to
the inner end of the cylinder 55 of a cylinder lock 56 of
known type. Casing 57 of lock 56 fits snugly through
an opening in housing side plate 58 and is secured in
position therein by a nut 59 threaded on casing 57 and
seating against the inner face of plate 58, head 69 at the
outer end of casing 57 seatmg on the outer face of plate
58. The inner end of casing 57 is provided with a notch
61 therein extending approx1mately 90° thereof, provid-
1ng shoulders cooperating with a short stud 62 secured
in finger 54 for limiting turning movement of cylinder
55. The locking member 50 normally is held in its raised
ineffective . position, shown. in.broken lines in Figure 4,
by a tension spring 63 anchored at its lower end to mein-
ber 50 and anchored at jts upper end to a stud 63a se-
cured. to and projecting inwardly from the side frame
plate 11.. The inner end portion of the lock 56 and the
finger 54 are disposed. within a suitably formed opening
64 in the plate 10 with pin 53 extending through slot
52 and .disposed adjacent the lower. end thereof when
locking member 50 is in its raised meﬁectlve position.

A downwardly extending arm 65.is fixed on the. innet
end of sleeve 48. Arm 65 is disposed in the plane of
the head of a plunger 66 of a reset switch 67 of known

type made by Electro-Snap Switch and Manufacturing

Company of Chxcago, Tlinois. - The switch is shown dia-
grammatically in Frgure 7 and comprlses a snap switch
blade 68 held at one. end, by a compression. spring 69,
seated on an.underlying contact element 70, .and movable,

‘at its other.end, into and out of contact with lower and

upper . contact . elements. 692 and 695, respectively.
Plunger 66 includes a head 71 shdable in the upper por-
tion of the switch block 72 and a educed stem 73 sepa-
rate from head.71 ‘and shdable in ‘and projecting below
the switch block 72, the upper end -portion of stem 73
being _of increased. dlameter effective for preventing its

‘complete. withdrawal from. block 72. The blade 68 is

su1tab1y formed at its midportion to receive head 71 and
so as to be moved downward thereby overcentre effective

for. movmg the free end..of blade 68 upward, with a
_snap .action,, out of contact with element 69z and into
.contact with element 69b. Head 71 is then in depressed
'posmon in ‘which .it is held by. a stirrup 74 extending

from. head 71 about the midportion of blade 68, which
is then bowed downward. .. The bight portion of stirrup
74 is then in, pressure contact with the upper end of

Stem 73. ‘It will be.seen that when the head 71 of
:plunger 66 is. depressed the blade 68 is in open position
_relative to;confact element 69, which is used, contact
element 69b not, being used, and stem .73 of plunger 66

projects: an apprecrable distance downward beyond the
Upward pressure. on .the lower end of

switch blade 68 upward to overcentre position, at which

time-the .free end. of blade 68 snaps downward out of

contact with contact element 695 and into contact with

-contact element 69z, and at the same time head 71 of
plunger 66 -is raised. to :position pro;ectlng above the

switch block 72, as shown in Figure 7.

The: switch -67 is mounted aupon a bracket 77 secured
to frame side plate 10 with the plunger 66 disposed in
the ‘plane of the arm.65. = A.trip arm or lever 78 is

.pivoted on:bracket 77, at 79, with one arm thereof under-
lying stem.73 of plunger 66 and dlsposed in close prox-

xmrty thereto: when- the plunger is in'its depressed switch
opening ‘position. Lever 78 is provided at its other end

with an dpwardly extendlng finger -80 ‘inserted into the

lower end of a compression spring 81 the’ upper end of
which receives a stud 82 secured through an ear 33 ex-

"tendmg ‘Trom the’ tdp ‘of bracket 77, “A’stud or butfon 84
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is sécured to the end of lever 78 remote from the switch
plunger 66 and extends through an opening 85 in bottom
plate 18 of base 17 of the machine housing. When the
machine is resting upon a supporting surface 86, such
as the top of a stand or desk, button 84 is pressed upward
in opposition to compression spring 81 effective for pre-
venting upward pressure of lever 78 on the stem 73 of
switch plunger 66. : )
When the machine is in use, the lock 56 is unlocked
and the locking member 50 is then in its position shown
in Figure 4, in which its clears the pintle pin 32 when
the latter is moved to its rearward position incident to a
printing ‘operation. The machine is then enabled for
use in the usual manner. When the machine is not to
be used the operating lever 43 is swung forward and
downward to its operating position shown in Figure 1
and the cylinder 55 of lock 56 is turned clockwise, as
viewed in Figure 4, through approximately 90°, by a
key inserted into the lock, thus swinging the locking
member 50 downward and forward to its position shown
in Figure 5, at which time the operating lever 43 is re-
leased and the pintle pin 32 moves forward a short dis-
tance into engagement with the hook or bill of member
50, link 38 being then in its position indicated in dot
and dash lines. The platen 22 is then in close proximity
to the printing characters on the printing line of the ma-
chine, preferably in pressure free contact therewith,
effective for preventing insertion of a check blank or
otheér paper in the machine. - In the movement of the
locking member from its locking position of Figure 5
to its releasing position of Figure 4, arm 65 is swung
forward to position with its lower end overlying and in
proximity to plunger 66 of switch 67 effective for pre-
venting upward movement thereof and thereby assuring
that switch 67 remains open so long as the machine is
unlocked for use. When the locking member 50 is
moved from its releasing position of Figure 4 to its lock-
ing position of Figure 5, which should be done only when
the machine is resting upon a supporting surface, arm
65 is swung rearward so as to clear plunger 66 of switch
67. At that time, however, the inner arm of trip lever
78 is held against upward movement by contact of the
trip member or button 84 with the supporting surface
and switch 67 remaining closed. If now the locked ma-
chine is raised or otherwise removed from the supporting
surface the trip button 84 is released and the trip lever
78 may be swung in clockwise direction, as viewed ‘in
Figure 6, by the compression spring 81, effective for
moving the switch plunger 66 to its' upper position and
thereby closing switch 67. : :
As will be understood from what has been said, the
pintle pin 32 is a part of the operating means and is
moved from one position to another during the printing
operation. When pin 32 is locked against movement
the operating means is disabled and release of pin 32
enables the operating means. In its broader aspects my
invention comprehends operating means including a part
movable incident to operation of the machine and effec-
tive for disabling the machine, when restrained against
movement, and enabling it when freed for movement.
While in the specific embodiment of my invention illus-
trated the pintle pin 32 is locked in its rearward position,
preferred as preventing insertion of a check blank between
the printing platen and the printing characters, it could,
within the teaching of my invention, be locked in its
forward position shown in Figure 4, the locking member
50 being appropriately formed and disposed to that end.
It will also be understood that the trip button 84, or
equivalent member does not necessarily have to extend
through the bottom plate or wall of the base of the ma-
chine. It may, for example, extend through some other
wall of the housing 16, the machine being suitably sup-
ported in predetermined position in proximity to a wall
or other structure providing a stationary surface - with
which the trip. button or equivalent member is_in yield-
ing pressure contact. Removal of the machine from
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such predetermined position would release the trip mem-
ber thereby closing switch 67, as above described, and
rendering the alarm signal means operable. The varia-
tions above referred to are thought to be obvious and
need mnot be illustrated nor described in further detail,
and come within the general teaching of my invention as
herein disclosed. _ .

The contact elements 69 and 70 of switch 67 are con-
nected by leads 87 and 88 and a lead 89 to an audible’
alarm signal, conveniently an electric bell 90, of known
type, and to a suitable source of electrical energy, such as
two dry cells 91 mounted in clips 92 secured to bottom
plate 18 of base 17, to which the signal device or bell 90
is also suitably secured. While audible signal means is
preferred, any other suitable alarm signal device may be
provided. Preferably, though not necessarily, I also pro-
vide a_dummy trip member or button 93 (Figure '3)
extending through an opening in plate 18 and secured
to one end of a leaf spring 94 the other end of which is
suitably secured to the upper face of plate 18,

As will be clear from the above, the alarm signal
means of my invention is disposed entirely within the
housing of the machine, with the exception of the portion
of the trip member or button 84 projecting downwardly
beyond plate 18, so as not to be accessible exteriorly
thereof. Normally the means for locking the machine is
in unlocked condition, effective closing of switch 67 being
then positively prevented by the arm 65, and the ma-
chine may then be moved from one position to another,
for use, without setting off the alarm.  When the machine
is locked, however, with the locking member 50 in its
effective position shown in Figure 5, if it is removed
from its supporting surface trip lever 78 will close the

-switch and set off the alarm and thereafter any move-

ment of trip lever 78, by means of the trip button 84,

-will be ineffective for opening switch 67. Accordingly,

the alarm will continue to operate until the electric
battery is exhausted or until an authorized person, having
a key to lock 56 turns cylinder 55 thereof counterclock-
wise from its position shown in Figure 5 to its position
shown in Figure 4 effective for moving locking member
50 to releasing position and thereby also depressing
plunger 66 and opening the switch 67.

As above indicated, the alarm signal and locking means
of my invention may be applied to machines other than
the particular checkwriter illustrated by way of example.
It will also be understood that changes in detail may
be resorted to without departing from the field and scope
of my invention, and I intend to include all such varia-

" tions, as fall within the scope of the appended claims,

in this application in which the preferred form only of
my invention has been disclosed.

I claim:

1. In a machine adapted to rest upon a support and
having cooperating members for performing an opera-
tion and operating means therefor, lock means for
optionally enabling and disabling said operating means,
and alarm signal means disabled and epabled by said
fock means responsive to enablement and disablement
respectively of said operating means, said alarm signal
means comprising supplémentary’ means effective for
rendering said alarm signal means inoperable when said
machine rests upon said support with said operating

, means disabled and operable responsive to removal of

85

70

75

said machine from said support with said operating means
disabled.

2. In a checkwriter adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface and having printing means and operating means.
therefor comprising a part having one position and mov-
able to another position incident to a printing operation,
lock means for optionally locking said part against move-
ment effective for disabling said operating means and
for releasing said part thereby enabling said operating
means for printing, alarm signal means, means, actuated.
by said lock means for enabling and disabling said alarm.
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signal means when said part is locked against movement
and is released respectively, and supplementary means for
disabling and énabling said alarm signal means when said
checkwriter rests upon ‘a supporting surface and is re-
moved therefrom respectively with said part locked
against movement. ‘ ‘

73 In a checkwriter adapted to be supported in posi-
tion in predetermined relation and proximity to a station-
ary surface and having printing means and operating
means therefor comprising a part having one position
and movable to another position incident to a printing
operation, lock means for optionally locking said part
against movement effective for disabling said operating
means and for releasing said part thereby enabling said
operating means for printing, alarm signal means, means
actuated by said lock means for enabling and disabling
said alarm signal means when said part is locked against
movement and is released respectively, and supplementary
means comprising a member disposed for pressure con-
tact with and yieldingly urged toward said stationary sur-
face when said checkwriter is supported in said predeter-
mined relation thereto, said supplementary means being
effective for disabling and enabling said alarm signal
means when said checkwriter is in said predetermined
position and is removed therefrom away from said sta-
tionary surface respectively with said part locked against
movement. '

4. In a checkwriter adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface and having printing means and operating means
therefor comprising a part baving a first position and
movable therefrom to a second position incident to a
printing operation, lock means for optionally locking said
part in said second position effective for disabling said
operating means and releasing said part thereby enabling
said operating means for printing, alarm - signal means,
means actuated by said locking means for enabling and
disabling said alarm signal means when said part is locked
in said second position and is released respectively, and
supplementary .means for disabling and enabling said
aldrm signal means when said checkwriter rests upon a
supporting surface and is removed therefrom respectively
with said part locked in its said second position.

5. In a checkwriter adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface and having printing means and operating means
therefor comprising a part having a first position and
movable therefrom to and beyond a second position in-
cident to a printing operation, said printing means com-
prising cooperating printing elements movable into pres-
sure contact with a check therebetween by movement of
said part beyond said second position and disposed sub-
stantially in pressure free contact when said part is in
its said second position, lock means for optionally locking
said part in said second posifion effective for disabling
said operating means and releasing said part thereby en-
abling said operating means for printing, alarm signal
means, means actuated by said lock means effective for
enabling and disabling said alarm signal means when
said part is Jocked in said second position and is released
respectively, and supplementary means for disabling and
enabling said alarm signal means when said checkwriter
rests upon a supporting surface and is removed therefrom
respectively with said part locked in its said second posi-
tion, :
6. in a checkwriter having an enclosing housing in-
cluding a closed base adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface, printing means and operating means therefore
comprising a part within said housing having a first posi-
tion and movable therefrom to a second position inci-
dent to a printing operation, lock controlled means with-
in said housing for optionally locking said part in said
second position effective for disabling said operating
means and releasing said part thereby enabling said op-
erating means for printing, alarm signal means within
said housing, means within said housing actuated by said
locking means for enabling and disabling said alarm
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signal means when said part is locked in said second
position and is released respectively, and supplementary
means comprising a member yieldingly urged to position
projecting outwardly of said housing and disposed to,
be held in an ineffective inner position by a supporting
surface upon which said checkwriter rests, removal of
said checkwriter from said supporting surface releasing
said member for movement to an effective outer posi-
tion, said member being effective for disabling and en-
abling said alarm signal means when in its inner and
outer positions respectively.

7. In a checkwriter having an enclosing housing in-
cluding a closed base adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface, printing means and operating means therefor
comprising a part within said housing having a first posi-
tion and movable therefrom to a second position inci-
dent to a printing operation, lock controlled means with-
in said housing for optionally locking said part in said
second position effective for disabling said operating
means and releasing said part thereby enabling said op-
erating means for printing, alarm signal means within
said housing, means within said housing actuated by said
locking means for enabling and disabling said alarm sig-
nal means when said part is locked in said second posi-
tion and is released respectively, and supplementary
means comprising 2 member yicldingly urged to position
projecting outwardly of said housing and disposed to be
held in an ineffective inner position by a supporting sur-
face upon which said checkwriter rests, removal of said
checkwriter from said supporting surface releasing said
member for movement to an effective outer position,
said member being effective for disabling said alarm
signal means when in its inner position and enabling
said alarm signal means when in its outer position, said
member being ineffective for disabling said alarm signal
means when moved from its outer position to its innér
position with said part locked in its said second position.

8. In a checkwriter adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface and having printing means and operating means
therefor comprising toggle means normally unextended
and extended incident to a printing operation, lock means
for optionally locking said toggle means in extended con-
dition and releasing it for return to normal unextended
condition effective for disabling and enabling said op-
crating means respectively, alarm signal means, means

> actuated by said lock means for emabling and disabling
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said alarm signal means when said toggle means is locked
in -extended condition and released respectively, said
checkwriter comprising a housing enclosing said toggle
and locking means and signal means and means for en-
abling and disabling said signal means, and supplemen-
tary means comprising a member yieldingly urged to.
position projecting outwardly of said housing and dis-
posed to be held in an ineffective inner position by. a
supporting surface upon which said checkwriter rests,
removal of said checkwriter from said supporting sur-
face releasing said member for movement to an effective
outer position, said member being effzctive for disabling
said alarm signal means when in its inner position and
enabling said alarm signal means when in its oufer posi-
tion, said member being ineffective for disabling said
alarm signal means when moved from its outer position
to its inner position with said toggle means disabled.

9. In a checkwriter adapted to rest upon a supporting
surface and having printing means and operating means
therefor comprising toggle means including a pintle pin
normally in a first position and movable to a second
position incident to completion of a printing operation,
said printing means comprising cooperating printing ele-
ments movable into pressure contact with a check there-
between by said toggle means and disposed substantially
in pressure free contact when said pintle pin is in its
said second position, lock means for optionally locking
said pintle pin in its said second position and releasing
it for movement to its said first position effective for
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disabling and enabling said operating means respectively,
alarm signal means, means actuated by said locking
means for disabling and enabling said alarm signal means
when said pintle pin is locked in its said second position
and is released respectively, and supplementary means
comprising a trip member yieldingly urged outward and
disposed to be held in an inner position by a supporting
surface upon which said checkwriter rests, removal of
said checkwriter from said supporting surface releasing
said member for movement to an outer position, said
member being effective for disabling and enabling said
signal means when in its inner and outer positions re-
spectively and ineffective for disabling said signal means
when-moved from its outer position to its inner posi-
tion with said pintle pin locked in its said second posi-
tion, said: checkwriter having an enclosing housing .and
said lock means including a key operated lock accessible
exteriorly of said housing; said locking and signal means
and associated parts being enclosed by said housing and
inaccessible exteriorly thereof except as to the outwardly
projecting portion of said trip member.

10, In a checkwriter having an enclosing housing in-
cluding a base adaptéd to rest upon a supporting surface,
printing means and operating means therefor comprising
a toggle lever including a pintle pin having a first nor-
mal position and movable therefrom to a second position
incident to and upon completion of a printing operation,
a lock accessible exteriorly of said housing, locking means
operable by said lock for optionally locking said pin in
its said second position and releasing it for movement
to its said first position effective for disabling and enabling
said operating means respectively, electrical alarm signal
means inchiding a source of electrical energy and a nor-
mally open control switch, means actuated by said lock-
ing means effective for restraining said switch against
closing when said pin is in its said first position and con-
ditioning said switch for closing when said pin is locked in
its said second position, a switch trip lever for closing
said switch yieldingly urged in switch closing direction,
and a trip member attached to said lever extending
through the bottom of said base and movable:inward by
contact with a supporting surface upon which said check-
writer rests to position effective for moving said lever
to and holding it in an ineffective position, said trip
member being movable outward upon removal of said
checkwriter from said surface with corresponding move-
ment of said lever to effective position closing said switch,
said locking and alarm signal means being enclosed with-
in said housing and inaccessible exteriorly thereof with
the exception of said trip member.

11, In a checkwriter having an enclosing housing in-
cluding a base adapted to rest upon a supporting surface,
printing means and operating means therefor comprising
a toggle lever including a pintle pin having a first normal
position and movable therefrom to a second position in-
cident to and upon completion of a printing operation, a
lock accessible exteriorly of said housing, a locking mem-

ber movable by said lock to a locking position and a re--

leasing position effective for locking said pin in its said
second position and releasing it for movement to its said
first position thereby disabling and enabling said operat-
ing means respectively, electrical alarm signal means in-
cluding a source of electrical energy and a control switch
having a plunger normally held in a depressed position
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effective for opening said switch and movable therefrom
to an upper position effective for closing said switch, a
switch control arm movable by said locking member to a
position releasing said plunger for upward movement and
a’position restraining said plunger against upward move-
ment in the movement of said locking member to its said -
locking and releasing positions respectively, a switch
trip lever yieldingly urged toward said plunger for mov-
ing the latter to its said upper position, and a trip mem-
ber attached to said lever extending through the bottom
of said base and movable inward by contact with a sup-
porting surface upon which said checkwriter rests to posi-
tion effective for moving said lever to and holding it in an
ineffective position, said trip member being movable out-
ward upon removal of said checkwriter from said surface

_ with corresponding movement of said lever to effective

position closing said switch, said locking and alarm sig-
nal means being enclosed within said housing and inacces-
sible exteriorly thereof with the exception of said trip
member.

12. In a checkwriter having a. frame and a cross rod
and an enclosing housing including a base adapted to rest
upon a supporting surface, printing means and operating
means therefor comprising a toggle lever including a pin-
tle pin having a first normal position and movable there-
from to a second position incident to and upon comple-
tion of a printing operation, a lock accessible exteriorly
of said housing, a locking member pivoted on said cross
rod movable by said lock to a locking position and a re-
leasing position effective for locking said pin in its said
second position and releasing it for movement to its said
first. position thereby disabling and enabling said operat-
ing means respectively, electrical alarm signal means in-
cluding a source of electrical energy and a control switch
having a plunger normally held in a depressed position
effective for opening said switch and movable therefrom
to an upper position effective for closing said switch, a
switch control arm fixed to said locking member movable
therewith to a position releasing said plunger for upward
movement and a position restraining said plunger against
upward movement in the movement of said locking mem-
ber to its said locking and releasing positions respectively,
a switch trip lever yieldingly urged toward said plunger
for moving the latter to its said upper position, and a
trip member attached to said lever extending through the
bottom of said base and movable inward by contact with
a supporting surface upon which said checkwriter rests to
position effective for moving said lever to and holding it
in an ineffective position, said trip member being mov-
able outward upon removal of said checkwriter from said
surface with' corresponding movement of said lever to
effective position closing said switch, said locking and
alarm signal means being enclosed within said housing
and inaccessible exteriorly thereof with the exception of
said trip member. ‘
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