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UNITED STATES

BELLE D, THOMPSON, OF FORT GAY, WEST VIRGINIA.

MATTRESS AND SPRING.

1,214,970,

Application filed May 11, 1915.

7o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Borze D. Troaresow,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Fort Gay, in the county of
Wayne and State of West Virginia, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Mattresses and Springs, of which
the following is & specification, reference
being had therein to the accompanying
drawing. -

This invention relates to invalid mattresses
and springs, and has for its object the pro-
duction of a simple and efficient means for
raising the head of a mattress to facilitate
the raising of a patient to a sitting position.

Another objeet of this invention is the
production of a simple and eflicient means
Tor facilitating the holding of the mattress
upon the springs. :

With these and other objects in view this
invention consists of certain novel combina-
tions, constructions, and arrangements of
parts as will be hereinafter fully described
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawing:—

TFigure 1 is a top plan view of the device.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. i

Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 8—3 of
Fig. 1. Lo '

Hig. 4 is a detail perspective of one end

of the spring.

Fig. 5 is a detail perspective of one of
the inner ends of the spring.

Hig. 6 is a longitudinal section through a
portion of the mattress showing the retain-
ing loops secured thereto.

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of one of the
hooks adapted to retain the mattress in en-
gagement with the springs.

Iig. 8 is a detail perspective of the plug
or filler block which is adapted to fit over
and fill the aperture formed in the mattress
for receiving the bed-pan or the like.

By referring to the drawing it will be seen
that the present device comprises a frame
which is adapted to occupy one end of tha
bed to facilitate the raising of a patient to a
sitting position. Of course, it should be un-
derstood that both ends of the spring may be
similarly constructed if so desired or only
one end may be constructed in accordance
with the illustration set forth in the drawing.

It will be seen that the present invention
comprises a pair of hinged leaves constitut-
ing a lower hinge section 1 and an upper
‘hinge section 2. The sections 1 and 2 com-

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 6, 191%,
Serial No, 27,411,

prise a substantially U-shaped framework
having centrally located ribs 8, and the in-
ner ends of the frames 1 and 2, as well as the
ribs 8 are bent to constitute hinge portions
4 for the purpose of receiving a pintle rod 5.
This rod 5 carries a plurality of hooks 6
which are adapted to engage the loops 7 car-
ried by the adjacent section of the mattress
for holding the two sections of the mattress
firmly together. A plurality of hooks 8 are
supported upoen the sides of the frame 2, and
these hooks 8 are adapted to engage the loops
9 upon the outer sides of the mattress 10
for firmly holding the mattress in a sot posi-
tion upon the spring and prevent the mat-
tress from being accidentally detached from
the springs. s

The upper section 2 of the frame is pro-
vided with a plurality of ears 11 upon the
periphery thereof, which ears engage the
laterally extending ends 12 of the hooks 13.
The hooks 13 are provided with upwardiy
turned ends 14 which ave adapted to fit in
the apertures 15 formed along the edge of the
lower section or frame 1, and in this manner
firmly hold the two sections closely together
such as illustrated in full lines in Fig. 8 of
the drawing. It should be understood that
the top section may be covered with wire
mesh or spring mesh as indicated by the
numeral 16, of suitable construction.

A plurality of spring receiving caps 17
are supported upon the frames 1 and 2 at
suitable points, and these caps are provided
with sockets 18 for the purpose of receiving
the coil springs 19. The sockets 18 are so
disposed as to permit the several sections of
the mattress supporting frame to firmly lie
together, but as soon as the hooks 13 are re-

leased the springs will force the outer side:

of the section 2 upwardly to the position in
dotted lines in Fig. 8 and permit the person
to be easily moved from one side of the bed
to the other. As stated above, one section
of the mattress may be provided with an
aperture 20 which is normally closed by
means of a plug 21, which plug is provided
with beveled sides 22 and carries a loop 23
for facilitating the removal of the plug 21
from the aperture 20 when so desired.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that a very simple and efficient means
has been produced for facilitating the con-
venient supporting of the mattress in en-
gagement with the supporting frame or
spring, and also that a very simple and effi-
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‘an inclined position.
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cient means has been produced for facilitat-
ing the tilting of one end of the mattress so
as to permit a patient to be easily raised to
It should be further
understood that a very simple and efficient
means has been produced for firmly con-
necting the two sections of the mattress to-
gether.

The lower frame 1 is provided with a
hinged plate 25 near each end thereof, which
plate 25 is provided with a plurality of
alined apertures 26, which apertures are
adapted to fit over a projecting finger 27
carried by the upper section 2 or upper
frame 2 of the spring. It should be under-
stood that this finger 27 by fitting in one of
the apertures 26 will firmly hold the two
sections in a correct closed position accord-
ing to the desire of the operator.

1t should be understood that the present
device is adapted to assist in raising a pa-
tient to a sitting position whereby an at-
tendant can easily move the patient from
one side of the bed to the other without the
necessity of first lifting the person manually
for the reason that the springs 19 will raise
the head of the bed or mattress to the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3 when
the latch members are released therefrom.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new, is:—

As a new article of manufacture, a mat-
tress, a frame for supporting a portion of
said mattress, said frame comprising an
upper and lower portion hingedly connected

‘together and being similarly constructed,

1,214,970

spring . pockets secured to each section
of sald frame adjacent the corners thereof,
springs interposed between said pockets and
adapted to yieldably force the outer ends of
said sections apart, pivotally mounted hooks
secured to said upper sections provided
with upwardly turned lower ends, said
lower sections provided with a plurality of
apertures for receiving said hooks, said
hooks being adapted to hold said sections
against upward swinging movement while
in a normal condition, pins carried by said
upper sections and projecting beyond the
edges thereof, a pivoted latching plate se-
cured to said lower section and provided
with a plurality of vertically alined aper-
tures formed therein, said apertures adapted
to fit over said pins for holding one section
of said frame in an-adjusted relation with
respect to the other section, means carried
by said upper frame for holding a portion of
the mattress thereon, and said latching plate
being adapted to extend beyond the upper
face of the upper section for permitting the
same to be easily and conveniently thrown
out of engagement with the pins of said
upper section, thereby allowing the ready
adjustment of one section of said frame with
respect to the other.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature. ‘

BELLE D. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:
Ersie E. PErry,
E. L. Prrry.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents.

Washington, D. C.”
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