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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY PoEILMANN, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, borough of Man 

York, have invented a new and Improved 
Piano-Casing, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved piano casing, in which 
the keybed and keys held thereon can be 
leadily removed from the piano frame, to 
allow of conveniently moving the piano in 
sections from one place to another, espe 
cially along narrow halls or up and down 
narrow stairways, etc. For the purpose men 
tioned, use is made of a removable keybed 
callying keys and a back rail fixed on the 
casing for the rear ends of the keys to 
l'est On. 
A practical embodiment of the invention 

is represented in the accompanying draw 
ings forming a part of this specification, in 
which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in both views. 

Figure 1 is a sectional plan view of the 
piano; and Fig. 2 is a transverse section of 
the same on the line 2–2 of Fig. 1. 
The piano casing A contains the action B, 

the plate C, carrying the strings D and the 
sounding board E, the said plate C and the 
sounding board E being secured in the usual 
manner to the frame F. The keys G for 
actuating the action B are mounted on a key 
bed H, provided at the sides with rear 
wardly-extending arms H", removably a se 
ured by screws I or other fastening devices 
to the sides of the piano casing A, so that the 
said keybed H and the keys G carried there 
on can be removed from the piano casing 
whenever it is desired to move the piano in 
sections from one place to another. The 
rear ends of the keys G are adapted to rest 
on a back rail J, secured to the sides of the 
piano casing A, and the said back rail J also 
forms a support for the frame B of the 
action B, the said action frame B' being for 
this purpose provided with downward 
forked extensions B, seated on pins J at 
tached to the back rail J near the sides 
thereof. The back rail is preferably formed 
of an angle iron bar, attached at its ends by 
means of brackets J to the sides of the 
piano casing A, and On the horizontal top 
member of the said angle iron bar is secured 
a strip of wood having a felted top for the 

real ends of the keys to rest on, as plainly 
indicated in Fig. 2. The fallboard K is 
mounted on the keybed H, so that when the 

o screws are removed, then the keybed H 
hattan, in the county and State of New can be removed from the piano and with it 

the keys G and the failboard K, as will be 
readily understood by reference to the dotted 
lines shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The keybed 
His or may be detachably supported at the 
sides by the usual piano legs L., forming a 
fixed or detachable part of the piano cas 
ing A. 

it is understood that when the keybed H 
and the parts carried thereon are removed 
from the rest of the piano, the two sections 
of the piano can then be conveniently moved 
up or down stairs or from one place to an 
other, neither of the sections being cum 
bersome. 

It is expressly understood that by the ar 
l’angement described, the piano action re 
mains in position in the casing, and in case 
of player pianos the bellows and trap work 
likewise remain in place and only the key 
bed with the keys thereon and the legs are 
removable, as above described. 

in player pianos, the casing A is provided 
between its sides with a board N for sup 
porting the bellows and trap work, so that 
the bellows and trap work remain in posi 
tion when the keyboard is removed, as above 
described. The board or support N is lo 
cated intermediate the rear edge of the key 
bed H and the back rail J, as shown in dot 
ted lines in Fig. 2. 

It is understood that when the keybed is 
withdrawn the keys are relieved of the ab 
sti'acts of the piano action, which abstracts 
normally hold the keys down at their rear 
ends, and as the forward portions of the 
keys overbalance the rear portions it is evi 
dent that on the withdrawal of the keybed 
and keys the front ends of the keys swing 
downward. In replacing the keybed and 
keys the operator presses the damper pedal 
to raise the abstracts sufficiently for the rear 
ends of the keys to pass under the abstracts, 
after which the damper pedal is released to 
allow the abstracts to move downward into 
engagement with the keys to Swing the rear 
ends thereof downward and to raise the 
front ends of the keys into position for play 
ing. Thus by the arrangement described, 
the keybed and keys can be removed from 
the piano without requiling removal of the 
piano action. 
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iiaving thus described my invention, I keys and having learwadly-extending side 
claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters arms for removable attachment to the piano 
Patent:- casing. 

1. A piano provided with a removable key 4. A piano, comprising a casing, a piano 
5 bed carrying the keys, and a fixed back rail action, a keybed callying the keys and re 

Separate from the said key bed and forming inovably attacled to the piano casing, and 
a seat for the real' ends of the keys to rest on. a fixed back rail in the said piano casing 

2. A piano, provided with a casing, a back foi’ning a seat for the rear ends of the keys 
rail Secured thereon, and a keybed carrying to rest on. 

10 the keys and removably seculed to the said in testinholy whereof i have signed my 
piano casing, the real' ends of the said keys name to this specification in the presence 
lesting on the said back rail. of two subscribing witnesses. 

3. A piano, provided with a CSpg HENRY POILMANN. a back rail Secured to the said piano casing 
I5 and folling a support for the action and 

foilming a seat for the rear ends of the keys, 
and a keybed callying the fulcrums for the 

Vitnesses: 
ET GEN IE i ITCSHLER, 
CHARLES POHILAIAN N. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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