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My invention relates to a device and method for laying
out patterns on fabrics having a selvage.

A purpose of my invention is to greatly reduce the time
and effort required for laying out such patterns.

A further puropse of my invention is to insure that
when such patterns are laid out, they will be properly
laid out, with the pattern properly positioned relative to
the warp of the fabric.

FIGURE 1 shows, in plan view, an embodiment of the
device of my invention, simply resting on a pattern on a
fabric, both broken away, the device being not in the
position of actual use.

FIGURE 2 shows an enlarged cross section of FIGURE
1 along the line 2—2.

FIGURE 3 shows, in plan view broken away, a form
substantially the same as that of FIGURE 1 (though with
a slight change in position of the numbers appearing on
one part of it), in a position on the pattern and fabric
approximately corresponding to that of use, but slightly
out of the preferred position of use, for reasons of clarity
of illustration.

FIGURE 4 is a plan view of another form of my in-
vention.

In laying out garment patterns on fabrics, it is highly
important to get the pieces of the pattern properly aligned
relative to the direction of the warp of the fabric or the
straight grain as it is called. If they are not properly
aligned when the pattern is cut out, the resultant clothing
tends to get out of shape during use and laundering and
cleaning, greatiy reducing the satifaction secured from the
garment, and, as a practical matter, the length of time
it will remain fit for use.

The alignment of the pattern has conventionally been
secured by means of a plurality of comparative measure-
ments by a tape measure, which is extremely tedious and
time censuming.

In the preferred form of the present invention, as shown
in FIGURES 1-3 (there being some slight difference in
form between FIGURES 1 and 3), there are two flat, thin
T-members, lower T-member 18 and upper T-member 12.

Lower T-member 10 has a straight dovetail groove 14,
uniform in cross-sectional dimension and shape, running
its entire length (being open at both ends) in the same
direction as T-leg 46 and located along the very center
of the top of the leg 16 and T head 18.

Upper T-member 12 has a straight dovetail tongue 20
of a uniform cross-sectional shape and dimensions, the
shape and dimensions being such as to fit into groove 14,
and slide freely within it, when moved along, but with
enough friction to remain in any spot unless actively
moved. Tt is integrally affixed to the under side of the
upper T-member 12 and runs the entire length of the
upper T-member in the direction of its T-leg 22, and is
Iocated along the very center of the leg 22 and T-head 24.

The top edges, 26 and 28 respectively, of the T-heads
form the uttermost extremities of the respective T-mem-
bers at their end of the T-members, and in shape con-
stitute in each case an uninterrupted straight edge extend-
ing in an uninterrupted straight line across the entire head
and are each exactly perpendicular to the respective groove
or tongue on the same T-member.

The T-members are each preferably made of transparent
plastic and with approximate dimensions of 22 inches
overall long (i.e., in the direction of the leg), 18 inches
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overall across, and one-sixteenth inch or more thick (not
including the dovetail tongue in the case of the upper
member), and the leg and head each two inches wide.

The T-members will preferably have scale markings
longitudinally (see 38, 32, 34, and 36) starting either
at the top edge of the head as the zero point or at some
point further along, and desirably also having different
scale divisions on the different sides of the top of the leg,
as for example, having the scale divided into sixteenths
of an inch in one side and twelfths on the other. If
desired, there may also be scale markings across the head
of the T (see 38, for example).

In carrying out the method of my invention with the
aid of this device, I lay pattern piece 49 on fabric 42,
with the line 44, the lengthwise-of-the-goods line, on the
pattern piece roughly parallel to the selvage 46 of the
fabric.

I then lay my device on top of the pattern with the top
edge 26 of the head of the lower T-member (here shown
as 18’) running exactly on top of (or at least precisely
parallel to) the selvage of the fabric, and slide the upper
T-member along until it corresponds approximately in
position to the lengthwise-of-the-gocds line of the pattern
piece. I then move the pattern piece until the line length-
wise-of-the-goods runs precisely under, or at least is pre-
cisely parallel to, the top edge 28 of the head of the upper
T-member. I then pin this particular piece of the pattern
in position, and repeat the process with the other pieces
of the particular pattern at other places on the fabric.

When I want to put pieces of the pattern on parts of
the fabric relatively remote from the selvage, I slide the
upper T-member along until it is entirely free of the
Jower member. I then reverse the relative position of
the head and leg of the upper T-member so that its letter
T is upside down (from the longitudinal standpoint)
relative to the letter T of the lower T-member, and
reinsert the tongue of the upper T into the groove of the
lower T. With the T-members in this position, I can
align pattern pieces on parts of the fabric beyond the
remote end of the leg of the lower T-member, using the
process already described.

After all the pattern pieces have been pinned onto the
fabric, the fabric is cut out in accordance with the lines
on the pattern, into the pieces required for the particular
garment involved, which may then be completed by sew-
ing, etc.

In the manner above described, patterns for such things
as dresses, blouses, coats and overcoats can be laid out
in very accurate alignment with greatly reduced time and
trouble. Using this method, I find that the laying out
of the pattern takes roughly only one quarter of the time
required for the conventional method of laying out such
patterns, involving comparative measurements with tape
measures. For example, a pattern which takes approxi-
mately two hours to lay out by the conventional method
will take only about one half hour to lay out by this
method. When it is considered how much patterns are
in use by women engaged in home garment-making, the
total saving in time and effort which utilization of my in-
vention could secure would be enormous.

FIGURE 4 shows another less desirable form of the
invention. In it there is lower T-member 1§’ which in
the example shown is identical to that in the form of
FIGURE 3, and crossarm member 58. Crossarm mem-
ber 50 is made up of crossarm 52 and tongue 54 affixed
to its bottom along its center in a direction perpendicular
to top edge 56 of the crossarm. Tongue 54 exactly cor-
responds to a section of tongue 20, and extends out a
certain amount beyond the crossarm in both directions.

The form of FIGURE 4 may be used as a less desir-
able but cheaper form in place of the preferred form,
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or crossarm 5% may be used along with the form of FIG-
URES 1 or 3 as an adjunct to be used on occasion in
conjunction with lower T-member 10 or 10’ in place of
upper T-member 12 when so desired.

In view of my invention and disclosure variations and
modifications to meet individual whim or particular need
will doubtless become evident to others skilled in the art,
to obtain all or part of the benefits of my invention with-
out copying the structure and method shown, and I, there-
fore, claim ail such insofar as they fall within the reason-
able spirit and scope of my claims.

Having thus described my invention what I claim as
new and 'desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. In a pattern positioning device, a first T-shaped
member having a leg and a head, walls forming a straight
groove running throughout the length of said leg and
across said head of said first T-shaped member, a second
T-shaped member having a leg and a head, a straight
tongue running throughout the length of said leg and
across said head of said second T-shaped member, said
leg on said first T-shaped member being equal in length
to said leg on said second T-shaped member, said first
and second T-shaped members engaging with said heads
in respect to said legs extending in the same direction and
alternatively with said heads in respect to said legs ex-
tending in opposite directions.

2. In a pattern positioning device, a first T-shaped
member having a leg and a head, this T-shaped member
being overall flat in the general plane of the head and
leg and the member thus having opposite T-faces, and
the edge of the member’s head which is away from the
leg being in a continuous straight line, walls in that T-
shaped member which walls form a straight dovetail
groove in a T-face thereof, which groove runs unob-
structedly in a direction perpendicular to the edge of the
head which is away from the leg, throughout the length
of said leg and entirely across said head of said first
T-shaped member, a second T-shaped member having a
leg and a head, said second T-shaped member being also
over all fiat in the general plane of the head and leg and
the second member thus having opposite T-faces and the
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edge of this said second T-shaped member being also
over all flat in the general plane of the head and leg and
this second member thus having opposite T-faces and
the edge cf this second member’s head away from its leg
being in a continuous straight line, a straight dovetail
tongue on a T-face of that second T-shaped member
which tongue runs, in a direction perpendicular to the
edge of the head which is away from the leg, throughout
the Iength of said leg and entirely across said head of
said second T-shaped memter, said leg on said first T-
shaped member being equal in length to said leg on said
second T-shaped member, and said first and second T-
shaped members engaging each other by their respective
groove and iongue with said heads positioned in the same
direction relative to said legs and with said heads posi-
tioned in opposite directions relative to said legs, each
of the two T-faces of each T-member being entirely in
its own one plane aside from the respective tongue and
groove already mentioned which is on one of said faces
in each case.
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