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To all whomwi it may concern ;.

Be it known that T, Marraew
a citizen of .the United States, residing. at
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain
new ‘and useful Improvements in Recen-
tacles, of which the following is a specifi-,
cation. ~ . '

This “svention relates to special moisturs
conse: .ag receptacles, the object of the in-:
vention being to provide a receptacle "in.
which articles to be maintained in a moist’
or humid condition may be placed, and
one in which the degree of moeisture may be
ascertained at any time without the neces-
sity of removing the cover of the receptacle.
- A further object of the invention is the
provision of a device of the character above
mdicated in which the additional moisture
may be readily supplied when desired with-
out exposing the contents of the receptacle
to the atmosphere. ‘

A still further object of the inveation is
the provision of a device of the charaeter
set forth, the exterior walls of which com-
prise glazed and unglazed portions, which
by virtue of the fact that they are glazed
and unglazed are respectively impervious to
moisture and moisture absorbent. The pro-

portion of the glazed to the anglazed area
may be varied at will, it being apparent

that the area of the unglazed portion rela-
tive to the glazed portions will determine
the rate of evaporation. Since an unglazed
or absorbent earthenware surface becomes
darker when thorenghly moistened, it is ap-
Darent that the shade of the exposed un-
glazed areas will indicate to the wsor the
presence ‘or gbsence of moisture within the
receptacle: It is also intended to provide
means for controlling the rate of evapora-
tion from the unglazed areas as heveinafter
set forth. : ,

Further objects 2nd advantages of the in-
vention will be set forth in the detailed
description which now follows. ,

In the accompanying drawing Figure 1
is a perspective view with the cover re-
moved of a receptacle constructed in ac-
cordance with the invention and adapted
to receive the cover shown in ig. 8. Iig.
2 is a longitudinal seciional view of -q

&

slightly modified form of receptacle, and

Fig. 3 is a sectional view Hlustrating =
seal.between the cover and the body of the
receptacle, .
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Like numerals designate corresponding

M. Loogan, | purts in all of the figures of the drawing.

Referring to the drawing numeral 3
designates » receptacle which may ba of any
size and shape, and which may have a cover
of any forni,
toms of walls of the receptacle are glazed, a
§ 7, but at some poiat, either in the body of
receptacle as shown in i 1, ov in the
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glazed moisture absorhent por-

its onter face ©

these unglazed portions, and their sres may
at will.  Preferably, these unglazed
portiens are surrounded by an upstanding
flange 10, upon which & cap 11 is adapted
to fif; though it is to be understood that these
flanges and caps may be comitied when de-
sired. :
The ¢over shown in Fig. 2 is provided
with a, preferably, rubber bagd 12, which,
i position upon .tha

iy 5om
ar;

when the eover is'itted in _
body portien 5 with a flange 6’ of the cover

The axterior faces of noT=-

b exposed o thes’
Thers may be one or more of .
70

3

78

80

fitting down over said body portion. vests .

upon the ipper edge of the body portion to
forni an air-tight seal about the upper edge
of said body portion. .

Instead of the seal just described, u seal
snch as is shown in Fig. 38 and adapted o
serve the same purposes, may be employed.
In this case the bodv 57 is provided with a
groove 5 about its upper odge. in which
i seated a felt ov Fubber air excluding band
2%. The cover, £, is provided with a de-
pending flange 62 which enfers the recess 5
and bears upon the band 197 in order to pro-
vide an air-tight seal, as above deseribed,

The npstanding flange 10 serves the double
fanction of receiving the air exchiding cap
11 and of retaining water poured upon the
unglazed face 9 of the moistupe absorbent
portion 8, such water being gradually ab-
sorbed by the moisture ahsorbent portion 8.
in Fig. 1, the moisture absorbent portion in-
dicated at 8 is indicated in the end ‘wall of
said receptacle. instead of at the top, but the
prineiple of operation is the =ame,

tt will be understood that
may iave & number of glazed and nunglazed
areas, and the unglazed aress may be pro-
portioned relatively ¢o the glazed aveas 80
as to regulate the amount of moisture to be
given off or exuded end the rate or relative
rapidity’ of such exudation; also that the
glazed aress will act as reservoirs {o refain
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- is given off by the unglazed
so appavent that the degree or

isture absorbed and vetained
wted by the cbange of colov or
2zed aveas as such color or
& deepens. wi
e, and ligh

tens ad absorbed molsture
ig wiven off or exudes

{ rlt
£ N e 9 ¢ T
relative humidity of the receptacle and its
. d . l.
contents.

Trom the foregoing description it wiil be
coen that in a structure constructed as hevein
ribed, the humidity of the contents of

v.’ . P .
veceptacle may be varied at will. By
slacing the cap 11 in position, moisture 1s

citted 1o move rapidly escape. while by
yving receplacles of any nature In
ihe areas of the glazed and unglazed
wtions respectively vary, the humidity of
¢ cortents may be still further controlled.

Tt 1s to be understood, however, that the in-
vention s not lhmited to the precise structure
et forth, and that 1 do not it mysgelf to

precise form, size o shape or pature of
tnete, but that upen the contraey, the
Hion includes within its prvview such
s as may be made within the scope of
nended claims.

1y an increase of moisture

nd thus indicates the

retained, by removing the cap, moisture 18
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Having described my invention what I
claim is— '

1. A receptacle of porous niaterial with
glazed and unglazed aveas on its surface,
the unglazed dreas adapted to abzorb mois-
fnre and give off the same and indicate by
the change in color the extent of absorption
of such moisture, and the glazed areas serv-
ing as reservoirs for absorbed moisture.

9. A receptacle of porous material with
integral bottom and sides having glazed and
unglazed areas on its surface, the unglazed
areas being adapted to absorb moisture and
give off the sume and indieate by the change
n color the extent of absorpiion of such
moisture and the glazed areas serving as res-
ervoirs for absorbed moisture.

3. A receptacle of porous waterial with
glazed and unglazed areas on its surface one
of such unglazed areas heing surronnded by
an upstanding integral flange. and a remov-
able cover fitting such flange.

In testimony whereof T aflix my signature
in presence of two wilhesses,

MATTHEW M. LOORAM.

Witnesses:

A, N. B,
C. Hoaus.
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