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To all whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, WiLLiAM CLIFFORD
MITCHELL, & citizen of the United States of
America, residing in the city and county of
Denver and State of Colorado, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Pocket-Cuspidors; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to the
figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
pocket-cuspidors, my object being to provide
a device of simple, cheap, and unique con-
struction adapted to. be conveniently carried

" about in the pocket, whereby it is always
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ready for use. The inexpensiveness of the
device makes it practicable for the user to
have a new one eachday, if desired, while the
old one may be burned and all germs de-
stroyed. The device is valuable from a sani-
tary standpoint, and is especially adapted for
use by persons afflicted with tuberculosis of
the lungs, forming a receptacle for sputum,
whereby the spread of the disease by infec-
tion is limited. Itiswell known thatspubum
of consumptives deposited on the ground un-
der ordinary conditions soon becomes dry and,
mingling with the dust of the atmosphere, is
liable to convey the disease to those who

breathe the air thus laden with disease- germs..

My objeet is to overcome this difficulty and
provide a device of such character that there
shall no longer be any-excuse for general or
promiscuous expectoration on the part of peo-
ple afflicted with diseases which may be con-
tracted in the manner aforesaid; and to this
end the invention consists of the features
hereinafter described and claimed, all of
which will be fully understood by. reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which is
illustrated an embodiment thereof.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is the blank from
which the case of my improved device is
formed. Fig. 2 is a section showing half of
the device partly folded. This section is in-
dicated by line 2 2, ¥ig. 1. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the complete device. Fig. 4
is a section taken on the line 4 4, Fig. 3. Fig.

5 is a diagrammatic view, on a smaller scale,
illustrating the manner of folding the differ-
ent parts in the formation of the complete de-
vice from the blank.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts in all the views. :

The lines upon which the blank is folded
to form the caseof the device are indicated by
dotted lines in Fig. 1. The section-line 22 is
broken to distinguish it from the dotted lines,
which indicate the folds of the blank.

The parts into which the blank is divided
by the dotted lines will be designated by the
reference characters and the location of each
in the complete deviceexplained. The blank
is preferably composed of paper of sufficient
stiffness to form the case, whose interior is
lined with a layer of some suitable absorbent
material, as cotton. The folding-lines of the
blank are so arranged that when the device
is completed it is wedge-shaped in end view,
having rectangular sides and bottom. -

Lot the numeral 5 designate each of the
rectangular side parts; 6, the flaps adapted
to be turned downwardly into the receptacle
at the top and forming guide-walls to facili-
tate the passage of the sputum to the absorb-
ent material below and also to hold the op-
posing surfaces of the absorbent material
apart; 7, the rectangular bottom; 8, the tri-
angular or wedge-shaped ends, and 9 91010
four parts which are folded inwardly at the
opposite ends of the device and form a num-
ber of layers on opposite sides of the mouth
of the case over which layers the flaps 6 are
passed. The blank is folded inwardly on the
diagonal lines separating the parts 9 and 10.
There are four of each of these parts 9 and
10, and they are alternately arranged in in-
terlocking relation, as shown in Fig. 5,where-
by four thicknesses of the niaterial are lo-
cated adjacent each of the side parts 5.. Each

flap 6 is passed over these four members at

the top and bent downwardly adjacent the
innermost member. Referring to Fig. 5 of
the drawings, it may be stated that the flaps
are passed in between the two adjacent par-
allel members 10. In Fig. 5 the device is rep-
resented elongated, showing the folding parts
arranged in zigzag form in -order to distin-
ouish the different parts and clearly indicate

the manner of folding them im forming the
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device illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4. After the
case is formed and before the flaps are tucked
in the absorbent material 12 is placed in po-
sition from the top, after which the flaps are
pushed in and cover said material at the top.

The absorbent material consists, prefer-
ably, of cotton, which, as shown in the draw-
ings, consists of a folded layer doubled at the
bottom, its upper extremities being located
outside of the flaps, as heretofore explained.
This absorbent material may be impregnated
or saturated with anysuitable antiseptic sub-
stance.

‘When the device is completed, the mouth
between the two flaps is normally closed.
However, by pressing the two ends toward
each other at the top this mouth will gap
open, as indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 3,
and close again automatically as soon as the
pressure ceases to act. The blank is noteched
at each corner, as indicated at A.

It is preferred that the absorbent material
be secured to the inside of the case by the
use of some sticky substance, as paste or
mucilage. In this way the upper extremi-
ties are held securely in place outside of the
flaps and are prevented from moving down-
wardly during use. Thisis considered quite
an important feature. Forthis purpose itis
easy to place paste or mucilage on the blank
where it will come in contact with the ab-
sorbent substance before the absorbent ma-
terial is put in place.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I elaim is— : .

1. A pocket-cuspidor composed of a wedge-
shaped receptacle tapering inwardly from the
bottom to the mouth where the side walls are
normally in such proximity to each other as
to close the mouth, the device being formed
of material of sufficient flexibility, to cause
the mouth to open when pressure is applied at
opposite ends, and again close when the pres-
sure ceases to act, and absorbent material ap-
plied to the device on the inside and extend-
ing from the bottom upwardly on both sides,
the device having inwardly-turned flapsatthe
top which overlap the absorbent material on
both sides. .

2. A pocket-cuspidor comprising a rectan-
gular bottom, rectangular sides sloping in-
wardly from the bottom to the top, triangular
ends, flaps turned inwardly at the topto form
mouth-walls, and especiallydcting to hold the
opposing surfaces of the absorbent material
apart, and a quantity of absorbent material
located in the receptacle, the said absorbent
material “consisting of a centrally-divided
layer intact at the bottom and extending up-
wardly on opposite sides above the lower ed ge
of the flaps just outside of the latter.

3. A pocket-cuspidor comprising a rectan-
gular bottom, rectangular sides sloping in-
wardly from the bottom to the top, end flaps
turned inwardly at the top to form mouth-
walls, and absorbent material placed within
the case thus formed and secured by the use
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of some sticky substance, the flaps being
turned down over the upper extremities of
the absorbent material, substantially as de-
scribed.

4. As an improved article of manufacture,
a device of the class deseribed provided with
wedge-shaped ends, a rectangular bottom, in-
clined rectangular sides, flaps turned in-
wardly at the top, a plurality of layers be-
tween each flap and each inclined wall, and a
lining composed of absorbent material applied
to the deviee and extending upwardly on both
sides, the upper extremities of the absorbent
lining being overlapped by the inwardly-
turned top flaps, whereby thelining layers on
opposite sides are separated at the top.

5. A device of the class described eompris-
ing a single piece of material folded to form
a rectangular bottom, two rectangular sides,
two end flaps forming an extension of the
sides, two wedge-shaped ends and four in-
wardly-folded parts lying adjacent each side
and over which the mouth-flaps are folded,
and a quantity of absorbent material placed

‘within the device, doubled at the bottom and

extending upwardly on both sides a sufficient
distance to be overlapped by the two end
flaps.

6. A wedge-shaped receptacle of the class
desecribed, said receptacle being formed from
a single piece of material having the general
shape of a rectangle, the said piece being
notched at the corners and having central
flaps extending from two opposite sides, each
side wall being reinforced by four inward
folds and the flaps being turned inwardly
over the top edges of said folds, in combina-
tion with an absorbent lining which extends
upwardly from the bottom on opposite sides
of the device and is overlapped by the top
flaps.

7. A pocket-cuspidor having a rectangular
boettom, inclined rectangular sides, triangular
ends, and inwardly - turned flaps to form
mouth-walls, the sides being reinforced by
inward folds located between the side walls
of the flaps, and a quantity of absorbent ma-
terial loecated in the receptacle and extending
upwardly on both sides, the upper extremi-
ties of the said material being overlapped and
separated by the top flaps.

8. A pocket-cuspidor comprising a recep-.

tacle having inwardly-turned flaps and a lin-
ing of loose absorbent material doubled at
the bottom and extending upwardly on two
opposite sides of the device, the top flaps
overlapping and separating the two absorb-
entlayers at the top. ,
9.” A pocket-cuspidor composed of a recep-
tacle whose side walls are normally in such
proximity to each other as to close the mouth,
the device being formed of material of suffi-
cient flexibility to cause the mouth to open
when pressure is applied at opposite ends and
again closed when the pressure ceases to act,
the said receptacle having inwardly - turned
flaps at the top, and being provided with a
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loose absorbent lining which extends up- whereby the said absorbent lining is sepa-

wardly on two opposite sides and is over- | rated at the top by the said flaps. 10
lapped by the top flaps. In testimony whereof I affix my signature
10. A pocket-cuspidor comprising a recep- | in presence of two witnesses.
5 taclehaving inwardly-turned flaps at the top, | WILLIAM CLIFFORD MITCHELL.
and a lining of absorbent material which ex- Witnesses:
tends upwardly from the bottom on both PauL WEISS,
sides and is overlapped by the top flaps LEONARD DATES.




