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57 ABSTRACT 
An encoder having a long length measuring stroke with 
a simple construction is provided. The encoder com 
prises a scale formed with a periodic lattice pattern, first 
and second reading heads arranged along a moving 
direction of the scale for reading the scale, and an adder 
for adding output signals from the first and second read 
ing heads. The encoder further has adjusting mecha 
nism for adjusting such that the phase difference be 
tween the output signals from the first and second read 
ing head becomes zero. A continuous periodic signal 
can be always accurately obtained independently of the 
position of the scale. 

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

ENCODER HAVING LONG LENGTH 
MEASURING STROKE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to an encoder and, more 

particularly, to an encoder having a long length measur 
ing stroke. 

2. Related Background Art 
Hitherto, an encoder having a high resolution and a 

long length measuring stroke has strongly been de 
manded. 

It is sufficient to make the scale long to extend the 
length measuring stroke. However, it is difficult to 
make a long scale having a fine lattice pattern. 
To avoid such a problem, the applicant of the present 

invention has proposed an optical type linear encoder 
having a high resolution and a long length measuring 
stroke as disclosed in JP-A-58-191906. According to the 
linear encoder shown in this Official Gazette, a plurality 
of reading heads are arranged at intervals shorter than 
the effective length of the lattice pattern portion formed 
in a scale, and a signal from each of the reading heads is 
selectively extracted in association with the movement 
of the scale thereby reading the scale. Such a type of 
encoder has also been disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 
4,158,509 and 4,096,384 and the like. 

However, to switch the signals from the reading 
heads as mentioned above, an additional mechanism 
such as a sensor to monitor the position of the scale and 
the like is necessary, so that the construction of the 
encoder becomes complicated and it is not preferred. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
encoder in which a length measuring stroke can be 
made long and the construction is simple in consider 
ation of the conventional problems as mentioned above. 
To accomplish the above object, an encoder of the 

invention comprises: a scale formed with a periodic 
lattice pattern, first and second reading means, arranged 
along a moving direction of the scale, for reading the 
scale, and an adder for adding output signals from the 
first and second reading means. 

Further, the encoder of the invention has adjusting 
means for adjusting such that the phase difference be 
tween the output signals from the first and second read 
ing means becomes zero. Thus, a continuous periodic 
signal can be always accurately obtained independently 
of the position of the scale. 
A practical construction of the adjusting means is 

shown in detail in an embodiment, which will be ex 
plained hereinbelow. By providing such adjusting 
means, if the phases of the output signals from the read 
ing means are deviated due to some reason at the time of 
the setting of the encoder or after the encoder was set, 
the phases of the output signals from the reading means 
can be made coincide. 
Although the invention can be applied to various 

types of encoders, for instance, the invention is particu 
larly useful for optical type encoders for measuring the 
displacement of the scale by using a diffracted light as 
disclosed in the above-mentioned JP-A-58-191906 ap 
plied for by the applicant of the present invention, JP 
A-58-101907, JP-A-61-178613, JP-A-62-6l 19, and U.S. 
Pat. Nos. 3,726,595, 4,676,645, and 4,629,886. 
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2 
Such optical type encoders have a high resolution. If 

they are used as the reading means, an encoder having 
a long length measuring stroke and a high resolution 
can be constructed. 
According to the encoder, the operation to adjust the 

phase differences among the output signals of a plurality 
of reading means so as to become zero is executed by 
adjusting the attaching rotational angle of the optical 
device such as a polarising device or the like to form an 
interference signal instead of adjusting the positions of 
the reading means, so that the phase differences among 
the periodic signals which are output from the reading 
means can be easily corrected. On the other hand as 
mentioned above, by always adding the signals from the 
reading means by the summation circuit, even if the 
optical scale is detected by any one of the reading means 
or even if the signals are simultaneously obtained from 
both of two of the reading means, the continuous peri 
odic signal can be obtained over the whole stroke of the 
scale. Thus, the encoder having the accuracy and 
length measuring stroke which are equal to those of the 
linear encoder using the linear scale having a long fine 
lattice pattern can be realized. 
The invention is not limited to the optical type en 

coder but is also useful for a magnetic type encoder or 
the like using magnetic heads as the reading means. 
The above and other objects and features of the pres 

ent invention will become apparent from the following 
detailed description and the appended claims with refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing a reading 
head of an encoder according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 
FIGS. 2A to 2C are explanatory diagrams showing a 

state to adjust the phases of the signals which are output 
from the reading heads shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing an example of a 

circuit to process the output signals from the reading 
heads shown in FIG. 1; and 
FIGS. 4A to 4D are explanatory diagrams showing 

another example of a method of adjusting the phases of 
the signals which are output from the reading heads 
shown in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIGS. 1, 2A to 2C, and 3 show an embodiment of an 
encoder according to the invention. FIG. 1 shows con 
structions of reading heads H to H3. FIGS. 2A to 2C 
are enlarged perspective views of photo sensitive sec 
tions of the reading heads H1 to H3 and show a state in 
which the phases of signals which are output from the 
reading heads H1 to H3 are adjusted. In FIGS. 1 to 2C, 
reference numeral 1 denotes a semiconductor laser; 2 a 
collimating lens; 3 a polarizing beam splitter; 4 a quarter 
wavelength plate; 5 a linear scale on which a diffraction 
grating pattern is formed; 6 a reflective optical device; 
7 a quarter wavelength plate; 8 a non-polarizing beam 
splitter (half mirror); 9 and 10 polarizing devices such as 
polarizing plates or the like which are arranged so that 
the polarizing azimuths are deviated by 45° and which 
are rotatably attached; and 11 and 12 photo sensitive 
devices. According to the encoder, the parts other than 
the linear scale 5 are assembled in one box and such an 
assembly is called a reading head. Three such reading 
heads H1, H2, and H3 are prepared and arranged at 

w 
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intervals each of which is not longer than the effective 
length (which is obtained by subtracting a diameter of 
light spot irradiated onto the scale 5 from the length of 
the portion where a lattice pattern is formed) of the 
lattice pattern portion of the scale 5. As shown in FIG. 
1, when the scale 5 is moved from the left side in the 
diagram to the direction indicated by an arrow P, the 
signal is first obtained from only the head H. Subse 
quently, the signals are output from both heads H1 and 
H2. Next, the signal is output from only the head H2. 
Then, the signals are output from both heads H2 and H3. 
Finally, the signal is output from only the head H3. The 
signals from the heads H1, H2, and H3 are added by a 
summation circuit (adder) 40 as shown in FIG. 3. For 
instance, in response to the movement of the scale 5, the 
signals from the heads H1 and H2 or the signals from the 
heads H2 and H3 are added and the added signal is, 
output. Therefore, the photo sensitive devices 11 and 12 
of each of the heads H1, H2, and H3 are electrically 
connected to the summation circuit 40 by signal lines. 

An... output signal from the summation circuit 40 is 
input to a binarizing circuit 41 and binarized. The bina 
rized signal is input to a counter 42 and a direction 
discriminating circuit 43. 

In the embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 1 to 2C, the 
interference lights are received by the photo sensitive 
devices 11 and 12 through the polarizing plates 9 and 10 
whose polarizing azimuths are deviated by 45°. There 
fore, the signals whose phases are deviated by 90' can 
be extracted from the photo sensitive devices 11 and 12. 
Such a function will be practically explained hereinbe 
low. Therefore, the signals of two phases are output 
from each of the heads H1 to H3 and are input to the 
summation circuit 40. The summation circuit 40 adds 
the first signals generated from each photo sensitive 
device 11 among the two-phase signals from each of the 
heads H1 to H3 and also adds the second signals whose 
phases are deviated by 90’ from those of the first signals 
and which were generated from each photo sensitive 
device 12. The reason why such two-phase signals are 
used is to discriminate the moving direction of the scale 
5. The moving direction of the scale 5 can be deter 
mined by a well-known method of comparing those 
signals. 
As mentioned above, the two-phase signals (the first 

and second signals) are input to the summation circuit 
40 from each of the heads H1 to H3 and the signals 
having almost the same phase are added when at least 
two heads read the scale 5. Therefore, at this time, the 
added two-phase signal is output from the summation 
circuit 40. Therefore, the output signal from the summa 
tion circuit 40 includes those two-phase signals. These 
signals are respectively binarized by the binarizing cir 
cuit 41. Each of the binarized signals is input to the 
counter 42 and direction discriminating circuit 43 The 
counter 42 obtains the displacement amount and dis 
placement speed of the scale 5 by counting the pulses of 
at least one of the binarized signals On the other hand, 
the direction discriminating circuit 43 determines the 
moving direction of the scale 5 by comparing the pulses 
of both of the binarized signals as mentioned above. 
When the scale 5 is read by a single head, the amplitude 
of the two-phase signal which is output from the sum 
mation circuit 40 merely becomes small and the subse 
quent processes are similar to those in the case where 
the scale is read by a plurality of heads mentioned 
above. 
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4. 
In the embodiment, the operation to switch the read 

ing process of the scale 5 by the heads H1 to H3 is unnec 
essary, so that the construction is simplified. Assuming 
that the interval among the heads H to H3 is set to L 
and the effective length of the scale 5 is set to l, the 
length measuring stroke of the scale 5 is equal to 
2L-2l, so that this stroke is very much longer than the 
length of the scale 5. By setting the interval among the 
heads to a value near the effective length of the scale, 
the length measuring stroke can be enlarged to the 
maximum limit value. 

In general, if N sets of reading heads are arranged at 
intervals L, the length measuring stroke is equal to 
(N-1)L --21, so that the linear encoder using the scale 
having a long apparent length of (N-1)L --21 is real 
ized. 
The reading principle of the scale 5 by each of the 

heads H to H3 is as follows. A laser beam from the 
semiconductor laser 1 is separated to a P polarizing 
light and an S polarizing light by the polarizing beam 
splitter 3. Each light beam is first converted into a circu 
lar polarizing light by the quarter wavelength plate 4 
and, thereafter, it is directed to a diffractive lattice pat 
tern of the scale 5. The light is then diffracted by the 
diffraction grating - primary reflective diffracted light 
beams such as to cause the phase deviation according to 
the displacement of the diffraction grating (that is, of 
the scale 5) are generated from the diffraction grating. 
The -- primary reflective diffracted light beams are 
again input to the diffraction grating through the reflec 
tive optical device 6, thereby again diffracting them. 
The H primary rediffracted light beams pass through 
the quarter wavelength plate 4 and become the light 
beams (Spolarizing light and P polarizing light) whose 
polarization planes are shifted by 90 from those of the 
light beams when they first passed through the quarter 
wavelength plate 4. These shifted light beams enter the 
polarizing beam splitter 3. The light beams are overlaid 
by the bean splitter 3 without a loss of light and enter 
the quarter wavelength plate 7. The quarter wavelength 
plate 7 converts the primary rediffracted light beams 
to the circular polarization light beams whose circulat 
ing directions are opposite. Therefore, by transmitting 
the overlaid - primary diffracted light beams through 
the quarter wavelength plate 7, they are converted into 
the linear polarization light beams having polarization 
planes in the azimuth which is determined by the phase 
difference of the --primary rediffracted light beams 
which were polarized in the vertical directions before 
they were input to the quarter wavelength plate. The 
polarization planes of the linear polarized light beams 
rotate in accordance with the displacement of the scale 
S. 
The light transmitted through the quarter wave 

length plate is divided into light beams having an equal 
light amount by the non-polarizing beam splitter 8. The 
light beams are input to the photo sensitive devices 11 
and 12 through the polarizing devices 9 and 10. There 
fore, when the polarization planes of the light beams 
which enter the polarizing devices 9 and 10 rotate, the 
intensities of the light beams which pass through the 
polarizing devices 9 and 10 and enter the photo sensitive 
devices 11 and 12 are modulated at a predetermined 
period. Therefore, periodic signals according to the 
displacement of the scale 5 are output from the photo 
sensitive devices 11 and 12. The phases of the signals are 
determined by the polarizing azimuths of the polarizing 
devices 9 and 10. 
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In the embodiment, by use of the reflective optical 
device 6, the P polarization light is subjected to the -- 
primary diffraction twice and the S polarization light is 
subjected to the - primary diffraction twice. Thus, the 
deviation of the phases between both of the P and S 
polarization light beams is set to 877 to the displacement 
of the scale 5 per pitch of the lattice pattern. The polar 
ization plane of the linear polarization light which oc 
curs after passing through the quarter wavelength plate 
7 rotates twice in accordance with the displacement. 
Therefore, the interference light beams (the light beams 
whose intensities are modulated) which are obtained 
through the polarizing devices 9 and 10 change their 
bright and dark states by only four periods in accor 
dance with such a displacement. 
A portion 100 in which the non-polarizing beam split 

ter prism 8, polarizing devices 9 and 10, and photo 
sensitive devices 11 and 12 in each of the heads H1 to 
H3 as shown in FIG. 2 in the foregoing encoder are 
integrally assembled is referred to as a photo sensitive 
unit. An adjusting mechanism (not shown) is provided 
so that the polarizing devices 9 and 10 in the photo 
sensitive unit 100 can rotate in the directions of arrows 
in the diagrams to the incident light beams, thereby 
adjusting so as to align the phases of the output signals 
of the corresponding photo sensitive devices 11 and 12 
between the heads H1 and H2 and between the heads H2 
and H3. 

In the embodiment, for the light beam which enters 
the photo sensitive unit 100, the two diffracted light 
beams of the P and S polarization light beans whose 
polarization planes are deviated by 90' are overlaid and, 
thereafter, transmitted through the quarter wavelength 
plate 7, so that the linear polarization light is obtained. 
The polarizing azimuth of the linear polarization light 
rotates twice for the period of time when the lattice 
pattern on the scale 5 moves by one pitch as mentioned 
above. Therefore, if the polarizing azimuths of the po 
larizing devices 9 and 10 are changed by rotating the 
polarizing devices 9 and 10 by using the incident light 
beams as rotational axes, the phases of the bright and 
dark periodic signals which are formed by the interfer 
ence light beams which passed through the polarizing 
devices 9 and 10 can be adjusted. The phase of the 
signal from the head H2 is made coincident with the 
phase of the signal from the head H1 and the phase of 
the signal from the head H3 is subsequently made coinci 
dent with the phase of the signal from the head H2 by 
using such a rotating mechanism of the polarizing de 
vices 9 and 10 as mentioned above. By repeating such a 
phase coincidence adjustment, the phases of the output 
signals from the heads Hi to H3 can be made to coincide. 

In the embodiment, the phase adjustments among the 
heads H1 to H3 for the periodic signals which are de 
tected from the heads H to H3 have been executed by 
the rotation of the polarizing devices 9 and 10. How 
ever, as shown in FIGS. 4A to 4D, it is also possible to 
provide a mechanism to rotate the photo sensitive unit 
100 by using the incident light as a rotational axis. In 
this case, since the phase relation between the photo 
sensitive devices 11 and 12 is fixed, it is sufficient to 
match the phases of the output signals among the heads 
H1 to H3 by paying an attention to either one of the 
output of the photo sensitive device 11 and the output of 
the photo sensitive device 12. Thus, the phase adjust 
ment can be more easily executed 
The adjusting mechanism as mentioned above does 

not need to be added to all of a plurality of reading 
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6 
heads constructing the encoder For instance, in the case 
of two reading heads, it is sufficient to provide the ad 
justing mechanism for at least one of them. 
On the other hand, the reading heads used in the 

embodiments are of the type in which the diffracted 
light beams caused by the lattice pattern (diffraction 
grating) on the scale are used. However, in the inven 
tion, it is also possible to use ordinary reading heads 
such that the reflected light or transmitted light from a 
slit grating is received through a subscale. The inven 
tion can be also constructed as a magnetic type encoder 
using a magnetic scale as a scale, as mentioned above. 

In the case of using a laser such as a semiconductor 
laser as a light source to read as in the foregoing em 
bodiments, there maybe a case where a laser beam hav 
ing a relatively large intensity which was radiated from 
the head and which does not read the scale leaks to the 
outside of the encoder. Therefore, it is necessary to 
prevent such a leakage of the laser beam to the outside. 
For this purpose, for instance, a light absorbing member 
is provided on the optical path of the laser beam and 
when the laser beam enitted from the head is not irradi 
ated onto the scale, the laser beam is absorbed by the 
light absorbing member. 

In the embodiment, the construction in which a single 
scale is read by a plurality of reading heads has been 
shown. However, it is also possible to construct such as 
to read a plurality of scales by a plurality of reading 
heads. That is, it is possible to provide encoders of vari 
ous types on the basis of the concept of the invention 
and even in any type, the advantages of the invention 
can be obtained. 
As described above, according to the invention, there 

is provided the summation circuit to add the output 
signals from the first and second reading means ar 
ranged along the moving direction of the scale on 
which the lattice pattern is formed. Thus, the encoder 
having a simple construction and a long length measur 
ing stroke can be provided. By providing the adjusting 
mechanism to adjust the phase difference between the 
output signals from the first and second reading means, 
the scale reading operation can be always accurately 
executed for the whole stroke. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An encoder comprising: 
first and second scale reading means arranged along a 
moving direction of a scale, each means generating 
a signal; 

an adder to add said signals from said first and second 
reading means; 

a binarizing circuit to binarize an output signal from 
said adder; and 

a circuit to count a signal from said binarizing circuit. 
2. An encoder according to claim 1, wherein said first 

and second reading means have light sources to irradi 
ate light beams to said scale and photo sensitive devices 
to receive the light beams modulated by a lattice pattern 
formed on said scale. 

3. An encoder according to claim 1, further having an 
adjusting mechanism to adjust a phase of at least one of 
the signals from said first and second reading means. 

4. An encoder according to claim 3, wherein said 
adjusting mechanism is provided for both of the first 
and second reading means. 

5. An encoder comprising: 
a scale formed with a periodic lattice pattern; 
first and second scale reading heads arranged along a 
moving direction of said scale at a predetermined 
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interval shorter than a length of said scale, said 
reading heads generating first and second periodic 
signals, respectively, 

an adjusting mechanism means including a polarizing 
device to adjust a phase of at least one of the first 
and second periodic signals in accordance with a 
movement of the scale; 

an adder to add said at least one adjusted periodic 
signal and the other of said periodic signals; and 

a detecting circuit to detect a moving state of the 
scale on the basis of an output signal of said adder. 

6. An encoder according to claim 5, wherein said first 
and second signals include two signals whose phases are 
deviated by 90' from each other. 

7. An encoder according to claim 6, wherein said 
adder outputs the two signals whose phases are devi 
ated by 90' from each other, 
and said detecting circuit detects a movement amount 
and the moving direction of said scale on the basis 
of said two signals. 

8. An encoder according to claim 5, further having a 
binarizing circuit to inarize an output signal from said 
adder and a circuit to count a signal from said binarizing 
circuit. 

9. An encoder according to claim 5, wherein said 
adjusting mechanism means rotates said polarizing de 
vice. 

10. An optical type encoder comprising: 
optical means for irradiating a light onto a scale hav 

ing a diffraction grating and for forming an inter 
ference light whose polarization plane rotates in 
response to a displacement of said scale by using a 
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diffraction light of a predetermined order which is 
caused by said diffraction grating; 

photo sensitive means for receiving said interference 
light through a polarizing device to selectively 
transfer a polarization light component in a prede 
termined direction, the displacement of said scale 
being detected on the basis of an output signal from 
said photo sensitive means; 

a mechanism means for relatively rotating said polar 
izing device for said interference light in order to 
adjust a phase of the output signal of the photo 
sensitive means. 

11. An encoder according to claim 10, wherein said 
mechanism means rotates said polarizing device. 

12. An encoder according to claim 11, wherein said 
mechanism means integrally rotates said polarizing de 
vice and said photo sensitive means. 

13. An encoder according to claim 10, wherein said 
interference light is formed by H. primary diffraction 
light beams. 

14. An encoder comprising: 
first and second scale reading means arranged along a 
moving direction of a scale, each means generating 
a signal; 

an adjusting mechanism means including a polarizing 
device to adjust a phase of at least one of the signals 
from said first and second reading means; and 

an adder to add said at least one adjusted signal and 
the other of said signals. 

15. An encoder according to claim 19, wherein said 
adjusting mechanism means rotates said polarizing de 
vice. 
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