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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

WILLIAM. H. REARDEN, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

WRITERS CABNET. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 262,812, dated August 8, 1882. 
Application filed May 13, 1882. (No model.) 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM. H. REARDEN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, have 
invented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Writers Cabinets; and I do declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the letters and 
figures of reference marked thereon, which 
form a part of this specificaton, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my in 
proved writer's cabinet. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view of the same. 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

writers' cabinets, having for its object to pro 
mote convenience and to fully utilize space; 
and it consists in a convenient and compact 
arrangement and combination of parts, sub 
stantially as hereinafter more fully set forth 
and claimed. 

In carrying out my invention I employ a 
case, A, made preferably with perpendicular 
sides and back, a horizontal bottom and top, 
and a curved or segmental front or cover, B. 
The front or cover B is composed of a series 
of closely-arranged slats, a, secured upon a 
highly-flexible back, b, with its ends project 
ing into and sliding in grooves o made in and 
following the segmental or carved front edges 
of the sides. Each slat inas, for the sake of 
Ornamentation, its upper surface rounded in its 
transverse plane. The front or cover B has 
affixed to it near its lower edge a knob, d, to 
permit its convenient operation to effect the 
Opening and closing of the cabinet. The 
grooves care continued in an oppositely-curved 
direction in the sides of the cabinet, in rear of 
and underneath the series of shelves which hold 
the Writing utensils, presently described, as 
seen in Fig. 2. 

It Will be noticed that, the curved or seg 
mental front or cover being flexible, it will, as it is slid back, by grasping and pressing up 
Ward upon the knob d, follow the curvature of 
the grooves c and pass into the case until its 
knob rests against the front edge of the top, 
and thus permit the opening of the cabinet, 
exposing its contents, as seen in Fig. 1. 
C is a stair-stepped arrangement of shelves, 

disposed inside of the case A, with the lower one 
resting on its bottom at the front end and the 
succeeding ones receding toward the top, and 
the upper one secured a sufficient distance be 
low the top to provide a space large enough for 
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the passage of the front or cover B, as seen in 
Fig. 2. In the upper surfaces of these shelves 
are cavities efgh, suitably shaped to receive 
and hold the inkstands, sponge - cups, pen 
holders, scissors, erasers, pen-Wipers, paper 
fasteners, and pencils, or other belongings 
of a writer's Cabinet, 
two or more or less number of the steps are 
secured in-cushions i and brackets j for hold 
ing rulers, sealing-wax, &c. This arrangement 
is a great convenience for the orderly placing 
and keeping of the writer's utensils, which are 
also capable of being protected from dust, &c., 
by closing the cover B when cleaning the office 
or leaving at night. 
Upon each side of the case A is arranged a 

pocket, D, (only one being shown,) having a 
supplemental chamber, D', provided with a ver 
tical slot, k, at about its middle. This pocket 
is to hold paper, and has a cover, D', which, 
when removed, is slipped into the chamber 
D', its handle resting in the slot lc to have it 
conveniently near by for readily closing the 
pocket after taking out the necessary paper. 
One or the other of these pockets may be sub 
divided to suit different sized paper. 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. In a writer's cabinet, the combination, 
with its case A, of the attached pocket D, 
having the supplemental chamber D', provided 
with a vertical slot, k, and the cover ID, as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, the writ 
er's cabinetherein described, consisting of the 
case A, having the cover B, and a stair-stepped 
arrangement of shelves, C, provided with cavi. 
ties or means adapted to hold the various ar. 
ticles or utensils herein described, the pocket 
D, and supplemental chamber D' k, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM ET. REARDEN. 
Witnesses: 

JAS. D. MAHER, 
JOS. R. EDSON. 
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