April 8, 1930. F. W. GIBSON 1,754,199
: DISPLAY DEVICE
Filed May 20, 1927 3 Sheets-Sheet 1

7 | |  Znwwentor
ﬁ'alwl.;*m Gibsore

—A2» ATtoree

-



April 8, 1930. F. W. GIBSON | 1,754,199
DISPLAY DEVICE - '

Filed May 20, 1927 3 Sheéets-Sheet 2

Z’ ~
7 70
P A—
VAENEERE—
e
, =
/4
/v I
Z .
F797 10
7
,,,,,, ! |
N
3/&‘1: Z
4 - = 6T
¢ = :814' ‘(A’é‘l
)
0 e -
/7 ¢ 7& N2
74 }(
; l \
Ny o e ,
] /“IT ! e /— ||
I | P [ I
7 . . .
I/f { JTT:HJ i |
A i 1R f
i i 1L o
(R N - Y L Sy Wy——
\z | Zrnveregor
' ' Frericis W, Gélasore
a1 .

A | L ﬂit\at'%,. ’



April 8, 1930. F. W. GIBSON 1,754,199
DISPLAY DEVICE |

Filed May 20, 1927 3 Sheets—-Sheet 3

AN X
o
' ) 1 \
& : , e
)
| l
N
P
I ~
e A S
1/ =
‘\’4
+
N
N ~
~ g
%- L 1 ’ |
A
N\r
|
.
|
| w
! A
—_ NN
L TRw N |
| : - dnveritor
FrancistfGilasore

/

-

yﬂﬂa{w :



Patented Apr. 8, 1930

UNITED STATES

1754199

PATE
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DISPLAY DEVICE

Application filed May 20, 1927,

My invention relates to display structures
particularly to a device capable of being
erected from separate similar units to a form
and size adapted to fit display areas of vary-

s ing dimersions. - My novel units may be con-
nected one to the other both longitudinally
and vertically, and varying numbers of sim-
ilar units may be united to each other until

a structure cf the desired height and length
10 1s secured.

Each of my novel units comprises a hori-
zontal shelf, adapted to serve as a support for
the goods on display, and a front area adapt-
ed to bear advertising matter or other infor-

15 mation regarding the display.

Display - devices combining - supports, a
foundation for the goods, and an advertising
space, broadly, are old, but the particular
combination of such elements shown herein is

» new as are also the means for arranging the
game in multiple units both longitudially and
vertically of each other. It will be appreci-
ated that in certain window displays, it is
sometimes desitable to arrange the display

5 vertically on a plurality of shelves, each shelf

of the structure if so desired being used to
display different articles. My units may be
assembled one upon the other, in varying
number, but at all times an overhanging ad-
vertising area below each shelf is provided
to set forth the facts with regard to the goods

displayed on the shelf of which it forms a
art.

Under other conditions, it may be desir-
able to arrange the display as a continuous
shelf) in which case my units may be connect-
ed longitudinally to the number necessary to
fill the available space, with the overhanging
advertising areas at all times exposed to the
eye of the purchaser.  In the case of both ver-
tical and longitudinal construction, the same
connecting means secures adjoining members
to each other.

T have disclosed in‘the drawings and will
Hustrate and discuss in the following speci-
fication a selective embodiment of my inven-
tion. Similar reference numbers are used to
indicate corresponding parts in the specifi-
cation and drawings.

8 TIn the drawings:
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Serial No. 193,012,

Fig. 1is a single unit of my display strue-
ture. ‘ :

Fig. 21is a bottom plan view of the same,

Fig. 81s a section on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 shows a plurality of display units
in vertical construction,

Fig. 5is a top plan of such plurality.

Tig. 6 is a vertical section on the line 6—6
of Fig. 4.

Fig. 7 is a detail view showing the means
of holding the units in proper vertical rela-
tion. ‘

Tig. 81s a section on the line 8—8 of Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 shows the leg members and units in
both vertical and horizontal construction.

Hig. 10 is a section on the line 10—10 of
Hig. 9.

A single unit of my display structure com-
prises a shelf member 1 having a downturned
integral flange 2 suitably shaped to provide
an area upon which to display the desired ad-
vertising matter, and of a design adapted to
the conditions of the display. It but a single .
unit is used, the ends of the shelf 1’ may also
be downturned to provide a fitting finish and, 75
if desired, advertising matter may also be in-
scribed upon the ends. There also may be a
downturned flange 12 on the back of the units
if this is desired.

On the bottom of the shelf, I provide a
cross member 8 held by suitable nails or bolts
to the overhanging front flange 2 and the
overhanging back flange 12. Generally, it is
not necessary to fasten these cross members 3
to the shelf area 1 although this may be done
if additional rigidity is desired.

To these cross members 3 I attach channel
irons 4 which serve as sockets 5 adapted to re-
ceive the legs 6 which support the display
units. These legs 6 may be constructed of
metal or wood as desived and are provided
with outwardly extending members 6’ adapt-
ed to engage the floor and maintain the prop-
er balance of the structure.

If it is desired to. use but a single unit, it
will be appreciated that the goods to be dis-
played may be placed on the shelf member 1
and the facts with regard to the goods may
be noted on'the overhanging flange 2. Asthe
legs 6 may readily be removed fromthe sock-
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ets 5, the shelf may be knocked down when
not in use and thus a considerable savmg in
space may be effected.

Referring to Fig. 9, it will be noted that
the shelf 1 1s slotted or cut away at 10 to per-
mit passage of the leg member 6 therethrough.
In the arrangement of Fig. 4, the leg is of a
length sufficient to suppmt ‘the illustrated
number of shelves in vertical alignment, each

shelf being slotted and prov1ded with an-

aligned socket 5 to maintain the leg in proper
erect p051t10n

As shown in Fig. 7.in order to prevent
unsteadiness or a shdlnor up and down move-
ment of the shelf on the leg, T insert a bolt or
pin 11 through a hole 12 extending through
the leg 6 beneath the socket 5, which pin holds
these members in proper relation to each
other.

As appears in Fig. 4, the uppermost shelf
1 with its overhanging ﬂano'e 2 may be of the
same dimensions as the lower shelves or, if
desired, of lesser dimensions. The number
of shelves which may be erected is unlimited
save by the size and conditions of the space
in which the structure is used. I1f more than
two shelves are used, the leg extends through
the additional shelves exactly as it does
through the first shelf, and pins 11 are in-
serted beneath these shelves to hold them in
position just as is done with the first shelf.
The uppermost shelf is provided with the
usual socket 5 into which the top of the leg
6 enters, but generally is not slotted, although
a slotted shelf may be used if a pin-11 passes
through the leg beneath the socket to hold
the shelf in place

Referring to Figs. 9 and 10, it will be noted

"that in case it is desired to build up the shelf

longitudinally, I so arrange these units with
relation to each other that a single leg sup-
ports the ends of any two units. If three
units, for example, are to be erected longi-
tudinally, I provide on the centre unit two
cross members 3 with their attached sockets
5; or these sockets may be placed on both
ends of each of the end units, in which case
the central unit would simply be a shelf slot-
ted near each end, with overhanging flanges
1% and 2. Therefore, as the structure forms,
the flat surface of one end of one unit is po-
sitioned to overlie the end of the next unit.
Both of said units are slotted to permit pas-
sage of the leg 6 therethrough. As the stock
used is usually of thin sheet metal, in most
cases the overlapping shelf is pr actlcally on
the same plane as the overlapped shelf. In
the case of this longitudinal building up of
units as both shelves are slotted, it “will be
necessary to use the bolt or pin 11 in the same
manner as it is employed in the erection of a
vertical plurality of units to prevent the
shelves slipping up and down on the legs.

If it is desired to build up my structure
both vertically and longitudinally, this may

1,754,199

be done by using legs of suitable length and
causing each leg to pass through the slots
in both of the overlapped shelves in exactly

the same manner as it does when a one tier

display is made. The leg extends up through
the socket 5 and aligned slots 10 of the next
tier of shelves and may be carried up in the
same manner through any desired tiers of
shelves. Pins 11 are passed through the

legs 6, beneath the sockets 5, and cross mem-

bers 3 as before described and the structure
may be extended in either direction until
of the size desired. If it appears desirable,
the cross members 3 and sockets 5 may be suit-
ably bored and the pin 11 may pass through
the same as well as through the leg mem-
ber 6.

It will be understood that I do not limit
myself to any number or arrangement of shelf
members or to any number or des1gn of over-
hanging flanges, nor do I limit myself to the
means or method of attaching one unit to an-
other or any arrangement. of vertical, longi-
tudinal, or combined construction of units.

Various modifications in the construction
of my invention may obviously be resorted to
if within the limits of the appended claims.
- 'What I therefore claim and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:

1. In a display device, a plurality of
shelves having slots near their ends, said
shelves ada.pted to overlap each other with
their slots registering, reinforcing pieces ex-
tending transversely of said shelves, sockets
on said reinforcing pieces in vertical align-
ment with said slots, leg members adapted
to enter said sockets and registering slots to
unite said shelves both vertically and hori-
zontally and pins extending through said leg
members beneath said sockets to hold said
sockets in place on said shelves in proper re-
lation to each other.

2. In a display device, a plurality of
shelves having slots near their ends, said
shelves adapted to overlap each other with
their slots registering, overhanging front
and rear flanges on said shelves reinforcing
pieces affixed to the bottom of said shelves
and between said flanges sockets carried by
said reinforcing pieces in vertical align-
ment with said slots, leg members adapted to
enter said sockets and registering slots to
unite said shelves both vertically and hori-
zontally.

3. In a display device, a plurality of
shelves having slots near their ends, said
shelves adapted to overlap each other with
their slots registering, overhanging flanges
on said shelves and reinforcing pieces affixed
to the bottom of said shelves and sockets car-
ried by said reinforcing pieces in vertical
alignment with said slots, leg members adapt-
ed to enter said sockets and registering slots
to unite said shelves both vertically and hori-
zontally. ,
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4. In a display device, a plurality of
shelves having slots adapted to be overlapped
at their ends with their slots registering, back
and front downturned integral flanges on
said shelves, a cross member uniting said
back and front flanges, an angleiron sttached
to said cross member adjacent said overlap-
ping slots and 2 leg member adapted to pass
through said angleiron and through said
overlapping slots whereby said angleiron and
the supported shelves are held in proper re-
lation to each other, N

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
FRANCIS W. GIBSON.



