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The present invention relates generally to packaging of
items in display packages for sale at retail, especially small
items which are sold individually, such as hardware items
and the like.

It has been found in the art- of merchandising that
packaging of a product can serve many useful purposes.
For example, attractive display packaging may often stim-
ulate impulse buying by creating a desire on the part
of the viewer to own the article. It also serves a valu-
able purpose in carrying the advertising of the manufac-
turer and sometimes the retailer also, thus giving an op-
portunity to connect in the mind of the buyer the manu-
facturer and the article made. A display card oftentimes
carries suitable instructions or comments with respect to
the article, in addition to the advertising displayed.

It has also been found advantageous to attach small
individual items to a comparatively larger card which
presents the above advantages and also has the advantage
of reducing loss of these items from pilferage and shop-
lifting. This is particularly true when the card is of such
a character that it cannot easily be hidden and cannot
easily be separated from the article so that article itself
can be taken without the card. .

One form of packaging which has been developed to
meet some of these situations and objectives is a display
card to which a transparent film has been added, the film
being pulled down over the article to attach it to the card.
The film being transparent, the article is fully visible un-
derneath the film; but this arrangement suffers from the
inability of the purchaser to touch the article itself.

It is well known in the art of merchandising that pro-
spective buyers very often desire to feel an article. Per-
haps little information is actually gained by feeling the
article, but the buyer is very often reassured by being
able to touch or feel the article to be purchased. Often-
times there is also gained a sense of quality in the prod-
uct or other advantageous impression which stimulates
sales and is advantageous to the seller and to the manu-
facturer,

Consequently it becomes a- general object of the present
invention to provide a display package for small articles,
such package being of novel design and permitting the
article to be displayed openly in a'maner so that it can
be touched and handled as well as seen.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide a
display package of novel design in which a small article
can be securely attached to the display card in such a
manner as to prevent casual separation of the article from
the card but without attaching the card and article in such
a manner that the article cannot be touched and felt.

These and other objects are attained according to the
present invention by providing a display package for an
article of merchandise having an opening extending
through the article, the package comprising a sheet of
manually tearable material, a metal retaining member
passing through the opening in the article, and means fas-
tening the metal retaining member to the sheet at two
spaced positions at- opposite sides of the article. In a
preferred embodiment of the invention, the sheet has a
cutout area and the retaining member spans the cutout
area of the card so that the article can slide along the
retaining member within the cutout area of the card.

How the above objects and advantages of the present
invention, as well as other not specifically mentioned, are
attained will be more readily understood by reference
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to the following description and to the annexed drawing,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a front elevation of a display package em-
bodying the present invention;

FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 are all transverse sections through the
card of FIG. 1 on lines 2—2, 3-—3 and 4—4, respec-
tively;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse section
corresponding to a portion of FIG. 4 designated by circle
5; and

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary transverse section correspond-
ing to a portion of FIG, 2, illustrating at an enlarged
scale a variational means for attaching the retaining mem-
ber to the card.

As may be seen from referenced to the drawing, the
display package comprises generally two principal parts,
a card 10 and a retaining member 12, an addition to the
article 14 which is mounted on or attached to card 10
by member 12.

Card 16 may be generally characterized as a sheet of
manually tearable material. For this purpose, a well-
known and highly suitable substance is ordinary card-
board. . This portion of the package is designed to be
destructible, not easily but without too much effort, by
manually tearing the sheet in order to release the pack-
aged article 14. Cardboard is also highly suitable be-
cause one or both faces of the board may easily be
printed with display advertising, instructions, information
regarding the article for sale, or other material which may
be desired to be printed upon the card.

Card 16 is substantially larger than article 14, for
various reasons which will become obvious. One of them
is to permit the article to be entirely surrounded by
cutout portion 15 which preferably, as shown in FIG. 1,
is entirely spaced from the perimeter of sheet 10. How-
ever, the invention is not necessarily so limited, and it is
within the scope of the invention to have cutout 15 open
at or along one side to one edge of sheet 19.

Article 14 is here shown as being a socket wrench.
Such an article is only exemplary of suitable articles but
particularly adapted to being mounted upon a card ac-
cording to the present invention, since it has an opening
16, as shown in FIG. 2, which extends entirely through
the socket. One end of the socket is adapted to receive
a nut or bolt while the other end is adapted to receive a
drive for rotating the socket; and the smaller end of
opening 16 as represented by the drive generally deter-
mines the size of retaining member 12.

Retaining member 12 is preferably made of metal, al-
though it may be made of a tough, non-metallic material
which is relatively indestructible manually. The purpose
of giving substantial strength to member 12 is to keep it
from being broken in order to enable removal therefrom
of article 14 but without destroying sheet 10.

Retaining member 12 spans cutout area 15 of the card,
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 4. Article 14 is mounted on
retaining member 12 which passes through the opening
in the article so that the article 14 is free to slide along
the retaining member within the limits established by the
size of cutout 15. Strip 12 extends beyond the boundaries
of cutout 15 and is attached to card 10 at two spaced
positions, one on either side of article 14 and cutout 15,
by suitable fastening means.

As explained, strip 12 is preferably a thin metal strap
of a size to pass through opening 16 in the article to be
mounted on the card. It is preferably punched at each
end to receive a metal fastener, such as rivet 20, which is
headed over at both ends in order to fasten the metal
strip to the card.

Although' it is within the scope of the invention to
make card 10 of a single thickness of cardboard or other
sheet material, it is preferred to make card 10 from a
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sheet of cardboard which is folded over on itself along a
median line, as at the bottom of the package at 21. The
two opposing faces of the folded board are then fastened
together, preferably by cement means, not shown in the
drawing, applied over the full area of the two halves of
the sheet which are thus brought into mutual contact in
order to form, in effect, a card having a single thickness
made up of two layers or laminae which are cemented
together.” The retaining member 12 is in between these
two laminae.

From the standpoint of convenience in manufacture,
the original sheet of cardboard is punched suitable to re-
ceive rivets 20 which fasten metal strip 12 to the board;
and after this is done, the board is then folded over and
cemented to secure together the two layers., This pro-
duces the completed card as illustrated in the drawing.
However, it is within the scope of the invention to pass
rivets 20 or other fastening means through both thick-
nesses of the card, such fasteners then being put in place
after the card is folded and cemented.

When the card is formed from a folded sheet, the re-
taining member is placed with one end adjacent fold 21,
as shown, in order to enclose more securely the retaining
member and to make the card stronger. It is also within
the scope of the invention to omit metal fasteners and to
rely upon the cement which fastens the two laminae of
the card together to hold the metal strip in place, not
only by confining the strip, since it is totally enclosed
within the laminated card, but also because the cement
adheres the metal strip to the cardboard sheet.

With the package described above, article 14 is at-
tached to the display card in such a manner as to resist
casual pilferage and yet the article is entirely uncovered
so that the purchaser picking up the card can inspect the
entire article from every angle, can feel and touch the
article almost as freely as if it were not mounted on a
card, and can see that nothing is being hidden by the
packaging. At the same time, the card is tearable or de-
structible manually so that the legitimate purchaser can
tear away the card to separate it from metal strip 12 in
such a manner that socket 14 slides off one end of strip 12.

Strip 12 is sized to pass through opening 16 at its
smallest point with some clearance. This clearance is
provided so that article 14 slips off the strip 12 even with
metal fastener 20 still in place since metal fastener 29 is
not one which can be removed manually from strip 12
and it is not desired to have the fastener provide an obsta-
cle to removal of the article in proper circumstances.
For this reason, rivet 290 is sized to be smaller than the
clearance between strip 12 and the walls of article 14 at
the smallest point of opening 16, thereby allowing the
article to slide off the strip with rivet 20 still in the strip.

It will be apparent from the foregoing that many varia-
tions in construction and relation of the parts, as well as
the materials used, may be made within the scope of the
present invention. As one such example, there is shown
in FIG. 6 fastener 22 which is a metal staple driven
through a punched hole in retaining strip 12 and passing
through both thicknesses of laminated card 16. Use of a
staple of this character requires a different sequence of
operations in assembling and completing the package, but
there may be circumstances under which a staple of this
character is preferred at one or both ends of strip 12.

Since various other changes in the detailed construc-
tion of the present invention may occur to persons skilled
in the art without departing from the spirit and scope of
the present invention, it is to be understood that the fore-
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going description is considered to be illustrative of, rather
than limitative upon, the invention as defined by the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. A display package for an article of merchandise
having an opening therethrough, comprising:

a card of manually tearable material having a cut-out

area;

a relatively indestructible retaining member spanning
the cut-out area and passing through the opening in
said article;

and securing means fastening the retaining member to
the card at two spaced positions at opposite sides of
the cut-out area and of the article;

said securing means preventing detachment of the re-
tainer member from the card without tearing the
card adjacent the securing means.

2. A display package as in claim 1 in which the card
comprises two laminae cemented together with the re-
taining member between the laminae.

3. A display package as in claim 1 in which the card
comprises a single sheet of cardboard folded over on it-
self on a median line to provide two laminae disposed
one on each of two opposite sides of the retaining mem-
ber; .

and cement means securing the laminae together.

4. A display package as in claim 1 in which the retain-
Ing member is a metal strip and the securing means fasten-
ing the retaining member includes a metallic fastener
passing through the strip and at least a portion of the
card.

5. A display package as in claim 1 in which the open-
ing in the article is larger than the retaining member to
provide clearance therewith,

and in which the means fastening the retaining member
includes a metallic fastener passing through the re-
taining member and sized to permit the article to
slide over the metallic fastener when separated from
the sheet,

6. A display package as in claim 5 in which the article

is a socket wrench.

7. A display package, comprising:

a socket wrench having a central opening therethrough;

a card of manually tearable material having a cut-out
area larger than the socket wrench and in which the
wrench -is located exposed at opposite sides of the
card;

a metal strip spanning the cutout area and passing
through the socket wrench;

a fastener passing through the metal strip and at least
a portion of the card at each of two positions on op-
posite sides of the cutout area to confine the socket
wrench to the cutout area and prevent removal of
the wrench from the strip without tearing the card.
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