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This invention relates to a glove used in playing the
game of golf, and more particularly to an improved glove
which facilitates the maintenance of a proper grip on a
golf club.

It has long been known and taught by experts in the
game of golf that the maintenance of a pocper grip on
the golf club is vitally essential to a good swing. Proper
gripping of the club handle enables the golfer to control
the club head at all times before and during the swing,
and also permits freedom of wrist action. A proper grip
by the left hand, or by the right hand in the case of left-
handed golfers, requires that the club handle be laid
along the base of the fingers, and that major pressure be
applied by the last three fingers of the hand.

Golf gloves. are used by most golfers to provide firm
gripping contact with the club handle. In addition, cer-
tain gloves have heretofore been designed to aid in the
training of the novice golfer in accomplishing the proper
grip, or to encourage the proper grip in the more ex-
perienced golfer. These training gloves, however, were
relatively expensive and cumbersome, and their construc-
tion was so complicated that they were not usable except
as a training glove. Even for such use, it was not with-
out some difficulty. Since a quality golf glove is a fairly
expensive item, it is desirable to have a single glove which
may be used to advantage in both training and for ordi-
nary play.

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide
a golf glove which encourages maximum gripping pres-
sure on a club handle by the last three fingers of the left
hand in the case of a right-handed player, for example.

Another object of the invention is to provide a golf
glove which will quickly remind the user of the ideal place-
ment of the golf club in the hand for a proper grip.

A further object of the invention is to provide a rela-
tively low cost golf glove which may be easily used as a
training or practice glove, as well as in the conventional
manner for ordinary play.

A feature of the invention is the provision in a golf
glove for use on the left hand, for instance, of an elastic
band which will engage the club handle and twist to sug-
gest pressure on the handle by the last three fingers of the
hand, and physically insure a proper grip on the golf club.

Another feature of the invention is the provision in a
golf glove of a band across the base of the second, third
and fourth fingers therecf to remind the wearer of the
necessary club handle placement in the hand for a proper
grip during the entire swing.

In the drawing:

FIG. 1 shows the golf glove of the invention as it is
actually used as a training glove;

FIG. 2 shows a full fingered embodiment of the glove
as it appears on an open hand; and

FIG. 3 shows the glove on an open hand but with a
club handle inserted prior to gripping the handle with the
fingers.

The invention provides a golf glove generally of con-
ventional design. A band of elasticized material is sewn
to the glove at the third and fifth fingers of a five-finger
glove to extend substantially across the base of the third,
fourth and fifth fingers. If the invention is practiced with
a glove having no thumb, the elastic band extends from
the outside of the portion for the little finger on the hand
to the forefinger side of the glove portion for the middle
finger of the hand.
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Insertion of a golf club handle under the elastic band.
and assumption of the normal grip on the golf club han-
dle by a hand wearing the golf glove will cause twisting of
the elastic band on the handle. The tension caused by
the twisting of the band serves to encourage a tightening
of the last three fingers of the hand on the club handle,
and draws the club into the correct position across the
palm of the hand. Thus, maintenance of a proper grip
on the golf club is aided.

Furthermore, it is possible to use the glove in a con-
ventional manner without insertion of the club under the
band. When using the glove in this manner, the band still
provides a reminder to the user of proper placement of
the club handle in the hand.

Referring to FIG. 1, a golf glove 18® is shown as worn
on a left hand as it (and the right hand 14 which is shown
in phantom) assumes a conventional grip on golf club
handle 16. The glove is illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3 with-
out a thumb portion and only partial finger portions in a
conventional manner, while a full glove is shown in
F1G. 2. )

As jllustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the fingers of the left
hand fit into finger portions 26, 28, 30, and 32 of glove 10.
An elastic band 34 is provided as a loop on the palm
side of the glove to receive club handle 16. Band 34 is
so positioned, as will be fully explained later, that when a
grip on a club handle 16 is assumed, band 34 twists and
is tensioned to encourage pressure -on the club handle by
the last three fingers of the left hand. In one commercial
embodiment of the invention, the band 34 is one-half of
an inch wide, however band widths of from one-quarter
inch to one inch have been found to be satisfactory. " The
length will depend on the size of the glove itself, as can
be understood from the drawings.

On either the full-fingered glove 104 of FIG. 2, or the
partial-finger glove 10 of FIGS. 1 and 3, a band 34 of
elasticized material extends across the base of the last
three finger portions. Referring particularly to FIG. 2,
one end of band 34 is preferably sewn to the outer edge of
finger portion 264 and the other end to the forefinger side
of finger portion 30«4 to form a loop which lies against
the glove when the. glove is placed on the hand. The
elastic band is strong enough and is secured so firmly to
the fingers that it is capable of retaining the handle of a
golf club within the loop and against the glove material;

Use of the glove as a training or practice device is ac-
complished by inserting club handle 16 under elastic band
34. As shown in FIG. 3 (and it is precisely the same
for the FIG. 2 construction), when the left hand is twisted
to assume a grip on handle 16, band 34 will twist also,
drawing handle 16 into proper position and encouraging
pressure by the last three fingers of the hand on handle
16 for a proper grip. )

During ordinary play the wearer of the glove may wish
to-use it in a conventional manner, that is, without taking
the trouble to insert handle 16 under band 34. This is
easily accomplished since band 34 takes up little room
when lying flat against finger portions 26, 28 and 30.
Furthermore, when the glove 1¢ :(or 10a) is used in this
manner, band 34 adds little or no bulk but provides the
wearer with a convenient reminder of the proper posi-
tioning of club handle 16 in the left hand. = All the wearer
need do is lay the club handle along the length of band
34 and the handle will be positioned properly at the base
of the fingers of the left hand.

It may be seen, therefore, that the invention provides
an improved glove which may be used during ordinary play
in avhich case the wearer is reminded of proper placement
of the club handle in the hand, or which may be used as
a training or practice device in which case proper place-
ment of the club handle in the hand and proper pressure
by the last three fingers on the handle are encouraged.
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These functions are accomplished in a simple, sturdy con-
" struction at little cost, but assisting to provide a grip on
the golf club handle which can mean the difference be-
tween failure and success in swinging the club and hitting
the ball. '
- Tclaim: ) )
* 1. In a gloveto be worn on the player’s hand for aiding
in the proper gripping of a golf club handle and including
finger portions therein, the combination of a band of
elastic material secured at one end to the finger portion for
the middle finger and at the other ‘end to. the finger
portion for the little finger, and being freely disposed sub-
stantially along the base of said finger portions on the
paim side of the glove, with said band so attached at the
ends to lie flat against the base of said finger portions and
forming a loop at the base of the said finger portions so
that insertion of a club handle under said band and the
assumption of a grip on the club handle will cause twist-
ing of said band to encourage pressure on said handle by
the last three fingers of the player’s hand.

2. In a glove for aiding the proper gripping of a golf
club handle and including finger portions and a thumb por-
tion therein, the combination of a band of elastic material
secured to said glove and extending across the finger por-
tions thereof on the palm side of the glove, said band being
freely disposed substantially along the base of said finger
portions to lis flat against the same and form a loop
adapted to receive the golf club handle and exert pressure
thereon to insure proper grip of said golf club handle.

3. A glove to be worn on the hand of a user to aid
the proper gripping of a golf club handle, said glove
including second, third and fourth finger portions, aad
a band of elastic material extending across said second,
third and fourth finger portions and having ends thereof
affixed to said second and fourth finger portions respec-
tively, said band being freely disposed substantially along
the base of said second, third and fourth finger portions
to lie flat against the same and form a loop therewith so
that insertion of the handle under said band and assump-
tion of a grip on the handle by the hand wearing said glove
will cause twisting’ of said band to encourage pressuie on
the handle by the second, third and fourth fingers of the
“hand for use as a training glove, and so that placement of
the handle along the. outer surface of said band will
align the handle properly for use as a playing glove.

4. A glove to be worn on the hand of a user to aid
the proper gripping. of a golf club handle, said glove in-
cluding a palm portion, a wrist portion having an adjust-
able strap thereon, first, second, third and fourth finger
portions extending from said palm portion and a band of
elastic material extending -across said second, third and
fourth finger portions and having ends thereof fixed ¢o said
second and-fourth finger portions, respectively, said band

_being freely disposed substantially along the juncture
of said ‘second, third and fourth finger portions with said
palm: portion, said band being of a length substantially
equal to the span of said second, third -and fourth finger
portions at the juncture with said palm portion to cause
said band to lie flat against the .said juncture and
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form a loop therewith so that insertion of the handle under
said band and assumption of a grip on the handle by the
hand wearing said glove will cause twisting of said band
to encourage pressure on the handle by the second, third
and fourth fingers of the hand for use as a training glove,
and so that placement of the handle along the outer sur-
face of said band will align the club properly for use as a
playing glove.

5. A golf glove having a thumbless body portion and
first, second, third and fourth finger portions, said finger
portions having open ends and of substantially half length,
and a band of elastic material extending across said sec-
ond, third and fourth finger portions and having ends
thereof fixed to said second and fourth finger portions
tespectively, said band being freely disposed substantially
along the juncture of said second, third and fourth finger
portions with said palm portion, said band being of a
length substantially equal to the span of said second; third

and fourth finger portions at the juncture with said palm

portion to cause said band to lie flat against the said
juncture and form a loop therewith so that insertion of
said handle under said band and assumption of a grip on
the handle by the hand wearing said glove will cause a
twisting of said band to encourage pressure on the handle
by the second, third and fourth fingers of the hand for use
as a training glove, and so that placement of said handle
along the outer surface of said band will align the club
properly for uise as a playing glove.

6. A glove to be -worn on the hand of a user to aid
the proper gripping of a golf club handle, said glove in-
cluding a palm portion, a wrist portion having an adjust-
able strap thereon, first, second, third and fourth finger
portions extending from said palm portion and a band of
elastic material having a width in the range of one-quarter
inch to one inch and extending across said second, third
and fourth finger portions and having ends thereof fixed to
said second and fourth finger portions respectively, said
band being freely disposed substantially along the juncture
of said second, third and fourth finger portions with said
palm portion, said band being of a length substantially
equal to the span of said second, third and fourth
finger portions at the juncture with said palm portion to

" cause said band to lie flat against the said juncture and
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form a loop therewith so that insertion of the handle
under said band and assumption of a grip on the handle by
the hand wearing said glove will cause twisting of said
band to encourage pressure on the handle by the second,
third and fourth fingers of the hand for use as a training
glove, and so that placement of the handle along the outer
surface of said band will align the club properly for use
as a playing glove. )
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