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To all Ufo1), it inctly conce77. 
Beit known that I, JoHNW. HARDESTY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Mount Eden, in the county of Shelby and 
State of Kentucky, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in a Com 
bined Wire Stretcher and Clamp; and I do 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 

This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in wire-stretchers; and the ob 
ject of the invention is to produce a simple 
and efficient means whereby a line-wire may 
be securely gripped and held and by means 
of a lever and chain connections with a post 
and with said clamping device the line-wire 
may be drawn taut and held while being fas 
tened to a post. 
The invention consists in various details 

of construction and in combinations and ar 
rangements of parts which will be hereinafter 
fully described and then specifically defined 
in the appended claim. 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, which, with the letters of 
reference marked thereon, form a part of this 
application, and in which drawings 

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing my ap 
paratus applied in readiness to stretch a 
wire. Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view 
of the clamping means. Fig. 3 is a sectional 
view on line 33 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a detail 
view of a part of the invention. 

Reference now being had to the details of 
the drawings by letter, A designates a plate 
having an L-shaped flange A, (shown clearly 
in Fig. 3 of the drawings,) said flange adapted 
to support the line-wire B, and said plate 
has obliquely-disposed slots C, spaced apart 
and parallel to each other. 
D designates a jaw having serrations D* 

upon the under edgethereof which are adapt 
ed to coöperate with the bottom of the l 
shaped flange of the plate A to securely grip 
and hold the line-wire in the manner shown 
in Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings. 
pass through said jaw D and have play in the 
slots C, thus causing the clamping-jaw D to 

Pins d 

move toward or away from the bottom of the 
flange A. 
E designates a plate (shown clearly in Fig. 

3 of the drawings) which is mounted upon 
the pins d, being held thereon by the heads 
d of said pins, and has a sliding contact with 
the face of the plate A. A link His pivotally 
connected to one of said pins d at one end, 
and its other end is pivotally connected at K 
to the operating-lever K, which latter is piv 
otally mounted upon a pin N, carried by the 
plate A. Abai O is also pivotally mounted 
upon the pin N and has fastened thereto a 
chain R. 
T designates a lever having notches T. 

formed in the shank portion thereof and is 
bent into a claw-hook Tat one end designed 
to engage the links of the chain R in the man 
ner shown in Fig. I of the drawings. A sec 
ond chain M is provided with a hook M', 
which is designed to engage any of the links 
of the chain R, while the other end of the 
chain M is provided with a clevis J, carrying 
a pin J', which is adapted to engage. One or 
the other of the slots or notches T. A chain 
I has a hook I connected to a ring I", carried 
by a clevis I, pivotally mounted upon a pin 
I, passing through the lever T. 

In applying my apparatus for use the line 
wire B is securely clamped between the jaw 
D and the angled flange of the plate A, and 
the chain. I, which is connected to the elevis 
I°, is passed about a post G and the hook I' 
connected to the ring I, which is fastened to 
the clevis I, and the claw-hook T is made 
to engage one of the links of the chain R, and 
by the operator pushing or pulling upon the 
angled end of the lever T the line-wire may 
be drawn taut. In order to hold the pur 
chase upon the taut Wire, the hookM may be 
caught into one of the links of the chain R in 
the manner shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
affording means whereby the operator may 
be free to fasten the line-wire while the latter 
is held by the apparatus in a taut relation. 
While I have shown a particular form of 

apparatus illustrating my invention, it will 
be understood that I may vary the details 
of the same, if desired, without in any way 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
- Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

In combination with a plate, having an 
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angled flange, a plurality of obliquely-dis 
posed slots in said plate, a gripping-jaw po 
sitioned Over said angled flange and having 
Serrations on the edge thereof, pins secured 
to said jaw, one positioned in each of said 
slots, an apertured bar through which said 
pins pass, said bar being held upon the pins 
by the heads of the latter, a lever pivotally 
mounted upon said plate, a link pivotally 

Io connecting one of said pins with said lever, 

5 

whereby said jaw may be made to coöperate 
with the flange of said plate to securely hold 
a wire, as set forth. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN W. HARDESTY. 
Witnesses: 

O. H. SKILEs, 
O. W. McALLISTER. 

  


