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1 Claim.

This invention relates to garbage or refuse re-
ceptacles of the portable type such as are uni-
versally used by householders for the reception
of their garbage until the same is removed by
the collector on his scheduled rounds.

Buch receptacles, or cans as they are mniore

commonly called, are usually kept outside and
are made with removable lids; the cans being

emptied by removing the lids and inverting the.

cans.

The cans are usually set out in the open where
dogs can get at them, and as the lids very fre-
quently do not fit properly, it is a common occur-
rence to find cans upset with their lids off, and
the contents strewn about the premises. Also,
it frequently occurs that some of the contents
of a can stick to the bottom or are jammed in
the can so that when inverting the can to empty
i, the jammed content is not discharged.

Further, in some localities, the garbage col-
lectors are very careless with respect to replac-
ing the lids of the cans after emptying them,
and the lids are frequently lost.

It is therefore the principal object of my in-
vention to eliminate the above objectionable
features due to present garbage can construction
by the provision of a can so constructed that the
lid is never removed, and the can is emptied
from the bottom.

It is also an object to provide a can for the
burpose constructed so that it is easier to handle
than present cans, and which will withstand
more rough usage.

These objects I accomplish by means of such
structure and relative arrangement of parts as
will fully appear by a perusal of the following
specification and claim.

In the drawings similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in the several
views:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
garbage can.

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the same.

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional elevation of
the can.

Referring now more particularly to the char-
acters of reference on the drawings, the can
comprises an open ended body I. While here
shown as being cylindrical, it is to be understood
that any suitable cross sectional form may be
used. The body adjacent the top and bottom is
preferably reinforced by outwardly projecting
annular flanges 2 and 2 respectively. These
flanges not only stiffen the body and prevent
deformation of the same with rough treatment,
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but serve as stops and supports for the lid and
bottom of the can now to be described.

"The lid # is preferably of convex form and is
provided around its rim with a stiffening flange
5resting on flange 2 when the 1id is closed. The

~lid at its rim is of sufficient size to fit over the

body, the latter projecting above flange 2 a cer-
tain distance with an inward flare as shown at
6. 'In this manner, the 1id will always have a
close fit on the body at the flange without any

" chance. for lateral deviation. The lid is per-
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manently connected to the body by a spring hinge
unit. ‘1 of conventional type, the spring acting
to close the Hd.

In order to hold the lid positively closed
against undesired opening, I provide a latch bar
8 ‘which extends radially of and inside the lid
obposite the hinge 1. 'This projects through and
is slidably supported by the lid just above flange
5, for engagement with a slotted tongue 9 rigid
with and projecting upwardly from flange 2. A
light spring 10 acts on the bar to hold it in en-
gaged position. To retract the latch bar and
also to lift the lid, I provide a handle 1 of suit-
able form which is turnably mounted on the lid
for rotation about a vertical axis. A dise or
similar member 12 is rigid with the handle in-
side the lid, and the adjacent end of the latch
bar is pivoted on said member in offset relation
to the axis thereof.

The lid may be provided with a row of ventilat-
ing holes 13 thereabout and which are covered
on the inside with screen (4.

The can body at its lower end is closed by a
bottom 15 formed with a short upstanding side
wall 16 which extends about the lower inwardly
flared end portion {7 of the body, and with a
depending skirt 18 which rests on the ground.
A flange 19 rigid with the bottom brojects out-
wardly from the sidewall 16 at the level of the
top thereof and engages the body flange 3 in
supporting relation when the bottom is closed.
The bottom member is permanently mounted on
the body by means of a spring hinge unit 20
preferably disposed on the same side of the can
as the hinge 1. The spring of unit 20 is suffi-
ciently strong to pull the bottom up from an
open to a closed position.

To positively hold the bottom closed against
undesired opening by the weight of the contents
of the can pressing down on the bottom when
the can is lifted from the ground, I provide a
radial latch bar 21 opposite the hinge 20 which
is slidably mounted in connection with and un-
der the bottom. This bar projects through the
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skirt IB for 'éngagement with a rigid slotted
tongue 22 depending from the body flange 3.

A lght spring 23 acts on the latch bar to hold

the same in latching position.

To lift the can, opposed horizontal handles
24 are mounted at a suitable level on the body
!, one of .the handles being directly above hinge
20. To release the latch bar by the hand grasp-
ing said one handle, I provide a thumb lever 2%
pivotally mounted in connection with said han-

dle between the same and the adjacent wall of
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the body | and adapted to be pressed toward -

the same.

This thumb lever is positioned so as --

to be convenient for operation by the thumb of- -

the hand grasping and lifting up the adJacent
handle.
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An arm 26 projects radlally from the .axis of -

the ‘lever and is mounted as & unit therewith,

and a pull cable 21 extends downwardly from = -

said arm between the pin of hinge 20 and the
body, and then about-a suitable guide 28 and
under the bottom 15 to an adjustable connec-
tion Wxth the Iatch bar 21 at its inner end. The
cable from the ‘handle to the hinge is enclosed
in g housing 29, while 2 hood 30 preferably ex-
tends lengthwise of and protects the upper por-
tion of the hinge 20.

In operation, when if is desired to empty the
can, the same may be lifted by handles 24 until
it overhangs the wagon or receiving receptacle
on the ground, and while the can is held sus-
pended, the lever 25 may be pressed toward the
can to release the bottom latch bar. The bottom

wﬂl then drop open by reason of the weight of

the contents of the can thereon, and such con-
tents will be at once and completely discharged.
Or the can may be lifted to the place of dis-
charge-and allowed to temporarily rest on any
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adjacent support, wh1le the thumb lever is
manipulated and ‘held in a release position.
Then upon again lifting the can, the bottom
will of course drop open.

In any event, I contemplate mounting an op-
erating instruction card in a readily v131b1e place
on each can. :

The side handle arrangement above described
is of course for large outdoor cans; the smaller
ones, such as are placed under the kitchen sink,
bemg instead provided with a bail, as usual.

From the foregoing description it will be

readily seen that I have produced such a device

as substantially fulfills the objects of the inven-
tion as set forth herein.

While -this’ specification sets forth in detail
the present and. preferred construction of the
device, still in practice such deviations from such
detail may be resorted to as do not form a de-
parture from the spirit of the invention, as de-
fined by the appended claim.

‘Having. thus described my invention, what I
élaim a$ new and useful and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is: ’

In a garbage receptacle including a cylindrical
body ‘initially open at its lower end, a circular
bottom hinged on the body for downward open-
ing ‘movement, a releasable latch between the
bottom and body, an annular flange about the
body. adjacent but above its lower end, the por-
tion of the body below said flange flaring in-
wardly, a circular side wall upstanding from the
hottom, and a separate annular flange on the

. side wall matching and engaging the body flange
35

when the bottom is closed; said inwardly flar-
ing portion. of the body then closely fitting with-
in said side wall. .

: JACK HARVARD.



