
Sept. 10, 1946. B. M. WILLIAMs 2,407,463 
CONTAINER 

Filed Oct. 16, 1944 2 Sheets-Sheet 1 

1/5 a 77 oapaya Ks 

All 

  



2,407,463 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

B. M. WILLIAMs 
CONTAINER 

Filed Oct. 16, 1944 

Sept. 10, 1946. 

SY 

[7ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ --á-??????????????????????] &222222ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ%ZZZZZZÞzz•2ZZZZZZZZZZZZZ iç)Ozzzzzzz 
a YAYYYYYYYYS 
KyNNANS 

4s arroamar-6. 

NYavayyawawasayasavyaasayavayawasavasavywyvarvas 
wAs YAYYaYYYYYYYYYYYYax 

^~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~ ,Sº-I-?-------V--NZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ«, NÈ>:zzzzzzzzzz); }No. ZZZZZZZZZZ?ZZZZZZZZEZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ? N'ÉSS<<<<<<<<SNo. 2-Z22:--V-----T-U NzzzzzzzzzpzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzZzZzZzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz! N· 
24 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  



Patented Sept. 10, 1946 2,407,463 

UNITED STATES PATENT office 
2,407,463 

CONTA NER, 

Benjamin M. Williams, St. Louis, Mo., assignor to 
Gaylord Container Corporation, St. Louis, Mo., 
a corporation of Maryland 

Application October 16, 1944, Serial No. 558,867 

This invention relates to containers, particu 
larly fruit and vegetable shipping cartons of the 
kind having a body with hand holes and a slip 
COver with locking tongues that are bent in 
Wardly through said hand holes and thence up 
Wardly around the upper edges thereof between 
tWO plies of said body. The principal objects of 
the present invention are to provide for quickly 
and easily inserting the cover locking tongues 
between and withdrawing them from the two 
plies of the body; to provide fixed and perma 
nent closures back of the hand holes to protect 
the fruit from light and from injury when the 
fingers are inserted in said hand holes in han 
dling the carton and in locking and unlocking 
said cover locking tongues; to provide for in 
creasing the space and purchase area for the 
fingers along the bent portions of the locked 
cover tongues; and to obtain other advantages 
hereinafter appearing. The invention consists 
in the carton and in the construction, combina 
tions and arrangements of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, which form 

part of this specification and wherein like sym 
bols refer to like parts wherever they occur, 

Fig. 1 is an end view of a carton embodying 
my invention, 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of said carton, 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 

slip COver of the carton, 
Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-sectional view through 

the slip cover on the line 4-4 in Fig. 3, 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the body of the 

carton, 
Fig. 6 is a perspective view, showing the body 

of the carton in the process of erection, 
Fig. 7 is an enlarged vertical cross-sectional 

view through one end of the body of the carton 
on the line 7-7 in Fig. 5, 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged vertical cross-section 
through one end of the carton on the line 8-8 
in Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal 
sectional view on the line 9-9 in Fig. 5. 
In the accompanying drawings, my invention 

is shown embodied in a fruit or vegetable ship 
ping carton comprising a body A and a slip cover 
B therefor, both made of corrugated board, fiber 
board or other bendable material. The body A 
preferably comprises a bottom wall or panel (, 
with outwardly tapering end flaps 2 that termi 
nate in locking tongues or tabs 3 and side Walls 
or panels 4 with end flaps 5 and 5d, respectively, 
that are overlapped to form two-ply end walls. 

6 Claims. (C. 229-45) 

O 

5 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
Each of the outermost end flaps 5 has a rec 
tangular hand hole 6 therein. With flaps along 
its vertical side edges that are bent to lie between 
the overlapped end flaps 5 and 5a, and thus space 
them apart. As shown in the drawings, the side 
flaps 7 of each hand hole 6 terminate short of the 
lower edge thereof and the portion of the hand 
hole below said side flaps is notched, as at 8, to 
increase the width of said portion to that of the 
locking tongue 3 of the adjacent end flap 2 of 
the body A. w 

Each of the innermost end flaps 5a has a 
horizontally elongated slot 9 therein which reg 
isters with the notched lower portion 8 only of 
the hand hole 6 in the outermost end flap 5; 
that is, the horizontal slot 9 is of a length. COr 
responding to the length of the notched lower 
portion of the hand hole 6 and is disposed with 
its lower edge flush with the lower edge of said 
hand hole and with its upper edge flush with 
the upper edges of the notches. 8. The Over 
lapped end fiaps 5 and 5a are also provided with 
registering rectangular openings O and Oa, re 
spectively, of a length corresponding substantially 
to the width of the locking tongues 3 of the end 
flapS 2 of the body A. As shown in the draw 
ings, the registering openings fo and Oa are 
disposed With their upper edges in Substantial 
flush allinement; but the openings Oa in the 
innermost end flap 5a is of less depth than the 
opening to in the outermost end flap 5, whereby 
Said innermost end flap covers or masks the lower 
half of the opening O in said outermost end flap. 
The body A is set up or erected by folding the 

side Walls 4 upwardly into vertical position and 
by folding the end flaps 5 over the end flaps 5a, 
With the side flaps 7 of the hand holes 6 in the 
Outermost end flaps 5 folded against the inner 
faces thereof. The overlapped end flaps 5 and 5a 
are then secured together by bending the end 
flaps 2 upwardly alongside the outermost end 
flaps 5 over the openings Otherein and then 
pushing the locking tongues 3 at the free ends 
of said end flaps through the notched lower por 
tions 8 of the hand holes 6 in said outermost end 
flaps and through the slots 9 in the innermost end 
flaps 5a. The locking tongues 3 are then bent 
downwardly inside the body A alongside the in 
nermost end flaps. 5d., after which the end por 
tions of said locking tongues are pushed through 
the openings. Oa in the innermost end flap into 
the upwardly opening retaining pockets 
formed in the openings O below the level of the 
bottom edges of the openings Oa. As shown in 
the drawings, the locking tongues 3 are scored 
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transversely, as at 2, so that they may be readily 
bent and directed through and around the notched 
lower portions 8 of the hand holes 6 and tucked 
into the pockets . 
The slip cover B preferably comprises a top Wall 

or panel 3 having end flaps 4 and side Wall 
panes 5 with end flaps S. At each end of the 
cover, the two end flaps is are bent into end 
wise abutting relation and the end flap 4 is bent 
downwardly along the outer faces of the two end 
flaps 6 and thence upwardly around the lower 
edges thereof and alongside the inner faces 
thereof into edgewise abutting relation to the 
top panel 3. Each of the folded end flaps has 
two vertical slits cut therein that extend fron. 
the outer fold of said flap to a point adjacent to 
the upper edge of the inner fold thereof Where 
they are connected by a cross slit a to provide 
a locking tongue 8 which may be bent down 
Wardly and outwardly into vertical aliinement with 
said outer fold. As shown in the drawings, each 
of the locking tongues 8 has two vertical sits 
9 cut therein that are connected along the line 

of connection of said tongue With the folded end 
flap 4 by a cross slit 9a, so as to provide a pull 
tab 2) for said tongue. 

After the body A is packed with fruit, the cover 
B is slipped over said body with the locking tongues 
8 of the cover extending downwardly therefrom 
across the hand holes 6. The locking tongues f3 
are then bent inwardly by the fingers into the 
hand holes G and slip upWardly along the inner 
most end closure flaps. 5d and bent around the 
lower edges of the abutting end flaps f of the 
cover and the inner fold of the folded end flaps 
4 thereof and the upper edges of said hand 
holes and then inserted upwardly into the clear 
spaces or pockets 2 provided therefor between 
the overlapped end flaps 5 and 5d. by the double 
back side edge tabs of said hand holes, this 
tucking operation being facilitated by prescoring 
the locking tongues transversely along score lines 
22. When it is desired to open the carton for in 
spection or removal of the contents thereof, the 
exposed free outer ends of the pull tabs 2 of the 
tucked in locking tongues 8 are grasped by the 
fingers and pulled downwardly and outwardly, 
thereby pulling said tongues from their tucked in 
position in the Spaces 2 between the inner and 
outer plies of the end walls of the body and 
thence outwardly through the hand holes 6 in the 
Outer plies thereof, thereby permitting the cover 
to be removed from the body. 
The body A and cover B may be shipped in 

knockdown form and readily erected for service, 
the registering openings and ea in the two 
ply end walls of the body are concealed by the end 
flaps 2 thereof; and the overlapped end Wall flaps 
5 and 5d. are securely held together by the locking 
tongues 3, which are bent around the lower edges 
of the hand holes 6 in the outermost end wall flaps 
5 and are tucked in the pockets 2. The end 
flaps 2 are held down on the bottom edges of the 
hand holes 6 by the notches 8 in the lower cor 
ners thereof and by the upper edges of the flap 
receiving slots 9 in the innermost end flap 5a of 
the body. The hand holes 6 in the outermost end 
flaps 5 are covered by the innermost end flaps 5ct, 
which form fixed and permanent closures back of 
Said hand holes to protect, the fruit from light 
and fron injury When the fingers are inserted in 
the hand holes to handle the carton and to lock 
and unlock the cover. The portions of the cover 
locking tongues 8 that extend beneath the end 
Walls of the cover and the upper edges of the 
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4. 
hand holes 6 provide wide flat gripping areas 
for the fingers; and the doubled back side edge 
tabs of said hand holes provide clear spaces 
thereabove which permit said locking tongues to 
be quickly tucked between the overlapped end 
flaps 5 and 5a, and withdrawn therefrom. 

Obviously, the hereinbefore described carton 
construction admits of Considerable modification 
without departing from the invention. There 
fore, I do not wish to be limited to the precise 
construction shown and described. 
What I clain is: 
1. A carton comprising a body having flaps 

that are overlapped and secured together to form 
end walls, said end walls having hand holes in 
the outermost flaps thereof, means for spacing 
the overlapped flaps of the end walls apart to pro 
wide clear spaces therebetween above said hand 
holes, and a cover having locking tongues de 
pending therefrom that are bent upwardly around 
the upper edges of Said hand holes and are in 
Serted into the clear Spaces located thereabove 
between Said overlapped flaps, Said Spacing means 
comprising tabs located along the edges of Said 
hand holes and bent to lie between said over 
lapped flaps. 

2. A carton comprising a body having side pan 
els with end flaps that are overlapped and Se 
cured together to form end Walls, said end Walls 
having hand holes in the outermost flaps only 
thereof, means for Spacing the overlapped flaps 
of the end Walls apart to provide clear spaces 
therebetween above the hand holes in the outer 
most flaps, and a cover having locking tongues 
depending therefrom that are bent upwardly 
around the upper edges of the hand holes and 
into the clear spaces between said overlapped 
flaps, Said means comprising tabs located along 
the edges of Said hand holes and bent to lie be 
tWeen Said overlapped flaps. 

3. A carton comprising a body having side pan 
els with flaps that are overlapped and Secured to 
gether to form end walls, said end walls hav 
ing hand holes in the outermost flaps only there 
of, means for Spaciing Said overlapped end wall 
fiaps apart to provide clear Spaces therebetween 
above the hand holes in the outermost flaps, and 
a cover having locking tongues depending there 
from that are bent upwardly around the upper 
edges of the hand holes in the outermost flaps 
and are inserted into the clear spaces between the 
Overlapped flaps, said means comprising flaps 
along the side edges of said hand holes that are 
bent to lie between said overlapped flaps. 

4. A carton comprising a body having side 
panels with flaps that are overlapped and se 
cured together to form two-ply end walls, the 
Outermost flaps only having hand holes there 
through and the innermost flaps constituting 
permanent rigid closures for said hand holes, the 
Outermost end flaps of said end walls having tabs 
along the edges of the hand holes therein that 
are bent to lie between the overlapped fiaps to 
provide clear Spaces therebetween above said 
hand holes, and a cover having locking tongues 
depending therefrom that are bent upwardly 
around the upper edges of said hand holes and 
into the clear Spaces between said overlapped 
flaps above Said hand holes. 

5. A carton comprising a body having side pan 
els With end flaps that are overlapped to form end 
Walls, Said end Walls having hand holes in the 
Outermost flaps only thereof, whereby the inner 
most flaps Constitute permanent rigid closures 
back of Said hand holes, and a cover having three 
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ply end walls and locking tongues depending from 
the outermost plies thereof, said locking tongues 
being bent inwardly beneath the two remaining 
plies of said end walls of said cover and the upper 
edges of said hand holes to provide relatively 
wide fat purchase areas for the fingers and thence 
upwardly between said overlapped flaps, said out 
ermost flaps having tabs along the vertical side 
edges of the hand holes therein that are bent 

lie between said Overlapped flaps and provide 
clear Spaces therebetween for the upwardly bent 
portions of said locking tongues. 

6. A carton comprising a body having side pan 
els with end flaps that are overlapped to form 
end walls, said end walls having hand holes in the 
outermost flaps only thereof, whereby the inner 
most flaps constitute permanent rigid closures 
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back of said hand holes, and a cover having 
three-ply end Walls and locking tongues depend 
ing from the outermost plies thereof, said locking 
tongues being bent inwardly beneath the two re 
maining plies of Said end walls of Said cover 
and the upper edges of said hand holes to provide 
relatively wide flat purchase areas for the fingers 
and thence upwardly between said overlapped 
flaps, said outermost flaps having tabs along the 
vertical side edges of the hand holes therein that 
are bent to lie between said overlapped flaps and 
provide clear spaces therebetween for the up 
Wardly bent portions of Said locking tongues, said 
locking tongues having pull tabs depending from 
the upwardly bent portions thereof for withdraw 
ing said portions from Said spaces, 

BENJAMIN M. WILLIAMS, 


