
USOOPP1126OP 

United States Patent (19) 11 Patent Number: Plant 11,260 
Lane (45) Date of Patent: Mar. 7, 2000 

54 MUSCADINE GRAPE PLANT NAMED P.P. 9,454 2/1996 Mortensen ............................. Plt.f47.2 
“SCARLETT P.P. 9,916 6/1997 Gargiulo ... ... Pt.f47.1 

P.P.. 10,434 6/1998 Cain ....................................... Plt.f47.1 
75 Inventor: Ronald Paton Lane, Griffin, Ga. 

73 Assignee: University of Georgia Research Primary Examiner-Howard J. Locker 
Foundation, Inc., Athens, Ga. ASSistant Examiner Kent L. Bell 

Attorney, Agent, or Firm Needle & Rosenberg, P.C. 
21 Appl. No.: 08/899,835 

57 ABSTRACT 
22 Filed: Jul. 24, 1997 
(51) Int. Cl. ................................................. Asoo A new and distinct cultivar of the muscadine grape plant, 
52 U.S. CI Pt/206 Vitis rotundifolia Michx., which has an exceptionally fla 
-rr Vorful berry, Scoring higher in taste panel rankings than the 

58 Field of Search ..................................... Plt./47.2, 206 current grapes that are produced commercially. The Vines of 
56) References Cited this cultivar are vigorous, productive and tolerant to many 

diseases affecting muscadine grape plants. 
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

PP 9,224 8/1995 Ison ........................................ Plt.f47.2 1 Drawing Sheet 

1 2 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises a new and distinct plant 
cultivar of Vitis rotundifolia Michx. which has been given 
the name “Scarlet. The following traits have been repeat 
edly observed and are the most pronounced characteristics 
of this new cultivar when grown in Georgia, and which in 
combination distinguish it from existing cultivars: 

1) Vigorous vine growth, high fruit yield, and good 
disease tolerance. 

2) Pistillate flowers produced in abundance. 
3) Large, reddish colored fruit. 
4) High taste-panel rankings for flavor. 
5) High percentage of dry stem Scar on berries. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying two color photographs show repre 
Sentative Sections of a typical Specimen of the new cultivar. 

The top photograph shows a large Section of a mature 
Vine, typical of the Species, showing leaves and fruits. 

The bottom photograph is a more detailed view of several 
clusters of ripe berries, obtained by clipping away Some 
foliage. Both photographs show the colors as it is reasonably 
possible to obtain in colored reproductions of this type. 
Actual leaf and fruit colors may differ from leaf and fruit 
colors in the photograph due to light reflectance. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In the following description, color references are made to 
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where 
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The muscadine grape, Vitis rotundifolia Michx., is a 
popular fresh fruit grown in the Southeastern United States. 
In the Georgia climate, it ripens in early autumn when few 
other fruits are in Season. The berries are large, as compared 
to other grape species, and are borne in clusters of 5-7 
berries. When fully ripe, the berries on existing cultivars are 
medium brown with slightly raised lenticels, giving a Some 

what mottled appearance. Summit (unpatented) is a mus 
cadine grape cultivar introduced in 1977 (Lane, 1977) for 
the fresh fruit market in the Southeastern United States. It 
was developed from a cross of the cv. 'Fry (unpatented) and 

5 a germplasm, Ga. 29-49 made by Mr. B. O. Fry in 1965. The 
original Seedling from this croSS was Selected in 1971 and 
propagates were made available to growers begining in 
1974, under the experimental number Ga. 37-40. Sum 
mit's distinguishing features were its relatively large sized 
berry and a greater Sweetness than existing cultivars at the 
time of its release. Triumph (unpatented) is another Selec 
tion from the same cross made by Mr. Fry in 1965. The 
original Seedling was identified in 1971, and the cultivar has 
been grown commercially for over a decade (Lane, 1980). 
Two distinguishing characteristics of Triumph are its pro 
lific pollen production, making it an excellent planting 
adjacent to pistillate cultivars, and the high percentage of its 
berries which separate with a dry stem Scar (i.e. no tear in the 
berry at the point of detachment from the pedicel). Despite 
the distinguishing characteristics of Summit and 
“Triumph, their smaller berry size and lack of improved 
taste has limited their commercial acceptance over the 
standard, cv. 'Fry. Thus, there has been a need to develop 
a new cultivar that has a large berry Size and a high level of 
Sweetness which also retains important agronomic charac 
teristics Such as vigorous growth, high yield, and disease 
tolerance. Additionally, there is a need to develop a musca 
dine grape plant cultivar with a relatively dry stem Scar to 
minimize berry damage for the fresh fruit market. 
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Origin of the Invention 

The plant of this invention, Scarlett, was developed 
from an organized, Scientifically designed breeding program 
conducted at the University of Georgia Experiment Station 
at Griffin, Ga. Scarlett originated from a Sibling croSS 
between Summit and Triumph made in 1981. The seed 
ling was Selected from a progeny of 23, and testing of the 
agronomic characteristics began in 1993 at two independent 
Sites in Georgia. The new cultivar was asexually reproduced 
from cuttings taken from the original Seedling and the new 
cultivar has been tested under the experimental designation 
GA 35-9-1. The unique features of the new cultivar have 
been retained. 
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