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UNITED STATES

Patent OFFICE.

JOIIN COCKE, OF GREENSBOROUGII, ALABDAMA.

COTTON CHOPPER AND CULTIVATOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 571,648, dated November 17, 1896.
Applidntion filed June 18, 1896. Serial No, 586,176, (No model)

To il wilom 1t may concerr:

Beit known that 1, JOHN COCKE, of Greens-
borough, in the county of Hale and State of
Alabama, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Cotton Choppers and Culti-
vators, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention is in the nature of an im-
proved cotton-chopper designed to afford a
simple and practical means for cutting away
a portion of the cotton-plants in a row, so as
to leave them in hills; and it consists in the
peculiar construction and arrangement of the
framework and chopping devices for accom-
plishing the above work, and which may also
with slight changes be converted into a culti-
vator.

Figore 1 is a side elevation of the cotton-
chopper. Fig.2isatopplan view of the same;
Fig. 3, a rear elevation thereof. Figs. 4, 5,
and ( are details of the chopping-hoe and
shank, and Fig. 7 is a view of a modification.

In the drawings, A represents the tongue,
bolted on top of a rectangular franie com-
posed of a front bar A’, side bars A? A% and
an axle B3, on the ends of which latter are
journaled the running-wheels B’ B'. The
rectangular frame is firmly braced and con-
nected to the tongue by diagonal iron braces
a ¢, and to the front bar A’ of the rectangular
frame are connected strong downwardly-pro-
jecting hook-bolts A3, to which are attached
the draft-chains K K, that draw the chopper-
frame. This latter frame is of triangular
shape, with its long side C parallel to and im-
mediately beneath the axle, and its side bars
C’ ¢’ converge rearwardly toward the middle,
at which point there is located on a standard
a small running-wheel ¥ and above it rear-
wardly-projectinghandles G. Tarallel brace-
bars C? are arranged at right angles to the
front bar C and connect the latter to the con-
verging side bars ¢’ C'.

The front bar C of the chopper-frame has
a triple connection, one connection being by

‘chains X to hook-bolts A3 for draft, another
connection by short chains I’ to the axle,
(sceFig. 3,) and thethird connection by chains |

J to the forward ends of levers 1L

The levers 1T are connected in the rear by |

a cross-Dar IT' and are fulerumed between
pairs of vertieal steel standards I, rising from

the axle and curved slightly to the rear af
their upper ends.

The object of the levers H is fo raise the
front end of the chopper-frame, which bears
the chopping devices, so as to permit the de-
vice to be transported or to turn at the edges
of the fleld without allowing the chopping de-
vicesto operate. Thesechopping devices are
all attached to the front bar C of the drag-
ging frame, and consist of shanks E, with
sharp - edged triangular hoes or cutting-
sweeps e bolted to their lower ends in hori-
zontal position, between which cutting-hoes
are pairs of disks d d, carried by shanks D
D, connected to the frame-bar above. These
disks d d have sharp edges and descend a lit-
tle deeper into the ground than the hoes and
serve to make a vertical cut at each side of
each hoe, so that the hoe may cut out aclean
section of the plants in the row, leaving uneut
the plants that pass between the two disks d
d of each pair.

In operafing this device it is drawn across
the field crosswise the rows, which latter are
thus cut away in places to form hills.

‘When it is desired to stop the cutting ac-
tion of the hoes, a rope 7, hanging from the
cross-bar H' of the levers II I, is pulled down,
and the levers Il are tilted upon the fulerum-
standards I, raising the chains J and with
them lifting the front bar C and the chopping
devices, so that the latter do not touch the
ground. In such position the frame C ('
trails upon the single running-wheel ¥ in the
rear. The frame is steadied and guided by
means of the handles G.

To convert the chopper into a cultivator,
the frame C C'is removed and small cultiva-
tor-frames, preferably three in number, are
substituted, the chopping-hoes of the chopper
being transferred to the cultivator to act as
cultivator-teeth, all as shown in Fig. 7.

Theframework of my machineis preferably
made of angle-iron, connected by suitable
bolts, but it may, if desired, be made of wood,
or partly of wood and partly of iron, as may
be desired. ) :

Having thus degeribed my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secare by Letters

Patent, is— ,
1. A dragging colton-chopper {rame made
in triangular form with cotton-chopping hoes
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or sweeps only along its front edge, and in a
row at right angles to the line of draft, an
axle with supporting-wheels arranged along
the front edge and above the cotton-chopper
frame, chains for adjustably connecting the
cotton-chopper frame to the running-gearand
adjusting its front edge vertically, and a sup-
porting-wheel and pair of handles arranged
at the rear apex of said triangular frame sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

2. A dragging cotton-chopper frame made
in triangular form with cotton-chopping hoes
or sweeps along its front edge, an axle with
supporting-wheels arranged along the front
edge and above the cotton-chopper frame and
loosely connected to the same, standards
mounted upon the axle, one or more levers
fulerumed upon said standards and project-
ing to the rear and having, at their front
ends, a flexible connection with the front edge
of the chopper-frame substantially as and for
the purpose described.

3. A dragging cotton-chopper frame made
in triangular form with its long side in front

and at right angles to the draft-line, and pro-
vided with cotton-chopping devices on said
long front side exclusively, and having its
two sides converging to a middle apex in the
rear, a supporting-wheel arranged beneath
the middle and rear apex, and handles ar-
ranged above the same, substantially as and
for the purpose described.

4. The combination of the tongue A with
braces o o', the rectangular frame A’ A? A?
with downwardly - projecting hooks A3, the
wheeled axle with upwardly-projecting stand-
ards I, the triangular dragging chopper-frame
C C' with chopping devices along its front
edge, and arunning-wheel and handles in the
rear, draft-chains K and I, lifting-chains J,
and rearwardly - projecting levers H ful-
crumed on the standards I and connected at
their front ends to the lifting-chains J sub-
stantially as and for the purpose deseribed.

JOHN COCKE.

Witnesses:

P. A. TUTWILER,
J. B. CASSIDAY.
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