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10 Clainas. (CI. 220-22) 
portion 18 are inwardly projecting integral - This invention relates to adapters for apparatus 

handling receptacles, and more particularly to 
adapters for trays used in handling different types 
and sizes of parts during manufacturing proc 
eSS6S. 
An object of this invention is to provide a sim 

ple, efficient, and practical adapter Which may be 
arranged in a receptacle for handling different 
types and sizes of parts. 
In accordance with one embodiment of the in 

vention there is provided an adapter for recep 
tacles for handling different types and sizes of ap 
paratus Or partS dulring manufact Ulring prO'C?eSSeS, 
wherein formed receiving members are inserted 
in a receptacle along opposing parallel Walls 
thereof, to receive spacing Enenbers of Valrious 
lengths placed between transverse dividing Yen 
bers to form a support for the apparatus Ol' parts, 
the spacing members being retained in position 
"by resilient latches or retaining members, remov 
ably engaging grooves in the retaining members 
and having depending portions. Overhanging the 
upper edges of the spacing members. 
Other objects will be more apparent from the 

following detailed description when considered 
in connection with the accompanying dra Wing, 
wherein Fig. 1 is a lateral sectional view of a receptacle 
illustrating the adapter; • 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of the 
structure shown in Fig. 1; - . . 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view of 
the adapter, and 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional View of that 
. ShoWn in Fig. 3. 

Referring now to the drawing wherein like ref 
erence numerals designate similar parts through 
out the various views, numeral 10 designates a 
receptacle having a bottom 11, side Walls 12, and 
end walls 13. In the pairicular receptacle en 
ployed for the purpose of illustrating this inven 
tion the side Walls 12 as well as the end Walls i3 
taper inwardly as at 14 to a Supporting flange 15. 
The universal adapter consists of receiving 

members 16 formed of Sheet metai and having in 
wardly and upwardly extending supporting mem 
bers 17 integral therewith. The upper portions 
of the receiving nenbei's 16 are tapered, as at 
18, at an angle equal to the angle of the tapered 
portions 14 of the walls of the receptacle so as 
to conform thereto. The upper edges of the 
tapered portions 18 are bent inwardly and down 
Wardly to form pocketS or recesses 9 for receiv 
ing projections 20 of the latches 21. At spaced 
positions along the lower extremity of the tapered 

ceiving members 16. 

tongue portions 22 for receiving the other ends 
23 of the latches 21 which are bent backwardly 
Upon themselves to form arcuate engaging sur 
faces 24. The latches 21 are formed of sheet 
metal and are of a resilient character, adapted 
to be bent at the lower engaging edges 25 to move 
the projections 20 and 23 thereof toward each. 
Other. 
A plurality of horizontally positioned dividers 

28, 8.1'e disposed in the receptacle 10, the ends 
thereof extending into engagement with the inner 
Walls of the receiving ninenbers 16 and resting 
lipon the upwardly extending supporting mem 
bers 17. These dividers are positioned in any 
desired grouped relation and are held in these 
relative positions by spacing members 29 dis 
posed therebetween, the lower portions thereof 
being held in place by the upwardly extending 
St!pporting members 17. When the dividers 28 
and the Spacing members 29 have been disposed 
in their respective positions the latches 21 may 
he locked in place. In placing the latches 21 in 
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their piroper positions the projections 20 are dis 
posed in the pockets 19 and by forcing the latches 
tOWard the Spacing members 29 the arcuate sur 
faceS 24 of the projections 23 are moved over the 
ends of the tongue portions 22 and forced into 
the position shown in Fig. 3 due to the resiliency 
Of the latches. 
and SO locked in place the dividers 28 are held 
against vertical movement, due to the latches en 
gaging the upper surfaces thereof and the sup 
porting members 17 engaging the lower surfaces 
thereof, and the dividers are held against lateral 
displacennent by the spacing members 29. 
In removing the dividers 28 for the purpose of 

rearranging them to adapt the receptacle for 
other articles of manufacture any suitable hooked 
instrument may be inserted through apertures 
30, two sets of which are provided for each latch 
2, for the purpose of moving the lower portions 
of the latches toward the upper portions thereof 
until the projections 23 are free from the tongue 
politions 22 and When this has been accomplished 
the latches may be readily removed from the re 

It has been found that in 
renowing the latches 21 it is merely necessary to 
draw the lower portions of the latches upwardly 
and as soon as the projections 23 have been moved 
about the tongue portions 22 the latches inay be 
Swung inwardly free of their locked positions. 

Even though the invention described herein re 
lates to one particular type of receptacle, it should 
be understood that various types of receptacles 

With the latches so positioned 
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2 
aay be employed Without departing from the 
Spirit and Scope of the present invention. 
What is clained is: 
1. The combination with a receptacle having 

Side WallS, Of receiving nemberS di Sposed in Said 
receptacle adjacent said side Walls, a plurality of 
dividers disposed in said receptacle and having 
their ends receivable in Said receiving members, 
and means carried by said receiving members for 
locking Said dividers in place. 

2. The combination With a receptacle ha, vying 
Side Walls, of receiving members disposed in Said 
receptacle adjacent the side walls thereof, divid 
ers disposed in said receptacle and having their 
ends receivable in Said receiving neabers, Spac 
ing NHeimberS disposed betWeen Said dividers in 
Said receiving members, and means for locking 
Said dividers and Said spacing members against 
di Spacement. 

3. The combination with a receptacle having 
Side Walls, portions thereof being tapered inward 
ly, of receiving meinbers disposed in Said recep 
tacle adjacent said Side Walls and having por 
tions tape'ed inwardly coniforning to the inward 
ly tapered portions of said side walls So that the 
receiving means may he held against displace 
ment, a plurality of dividers disposed in said re 
ceptacle and having their ends receivable in said 
receiving members, and neans carried by said 
receiving rhenibers for Securing said dividers in 
predetermined positions. 

4. The conbination with a receptacle having 
Side walls, portions thereof being tapered inward 
ly, of receiving members disposed in said recep 
tacle and having in Wardly tapered portions dis 
pOSed adjacent the inwardly tapered portions of 
Said Side Walls So that the receiving meiniel's 
may be held against displacement, a plurality 
of dividerS disposed in Said receptacle and hav. 
ing their ends receivable in said receiving mem 
bers, and means carried by the inwardly tapered 
portions of Said receiving members for securing 
Said dividers in Said receptacle. 

5. The combination with a receptacle having 
Side Walls, of receiving members disposed in said 
receptacle adjacent said side walls, supporting 
members integral with said receiving members, a, 
plurality of dividers disposed in said receptacle 
upOn Said Supporting members, a plurality of 
Spacing members disposed between said dividers 
and held in Said receiving members by said Sup 
porting im2nbers, and means renovably secured 
to Said receiving members for holding said di 
WiderS and Said Spacing members against dis 
placement. 

1,921,414 
6. An adapter for apparatus handling recepta 

cles comprising an upright receiving rheinber 
haVing a ledge at itS OWer extrenity for receiv 
ing diiViderS and Spacing reberS, and imealInS 
carried by Said receiving reiner at its upper ex 
trenity for securing the dividers and spacing 
neinbers against displacement irelative to Said 
receiving member. 

7. In an apparat US Of the character deScribedi, 
a receiving neber arranged to receive Spacing 
members and dividers, a latch, and means car 
ried by Said receiving inenber for renovably re 
ceiving Said latch so that said latch may secure 
the Spacing members and dividers against dis 
placeinent relative to said receiving member. 

8. In an apparatus of the character described, 
a receiving inenber arranged to be disposed in a 
receptacle for receiving dividers for said recepta 
cle, Spacing members for positioning the dividers 
relative to each other, a resilient latch and ineans 
for renovably Securing Said resilientiatch to said 
receiving in enaber in a position to engage Said 
dividers and spacing meribers for holding then 
in their relative positions. 

9. The combination with a receptacle having 
Side walls, of receiving members disposed in said 
receptacle adjacent said side walls, supporting 
neiei'S integral with said receiving members, 
a plurality of dividers with article receiving re 
CeSSes therein disposed in Said receptacle upon 
Said Supporting inenbers, a plurality of Spac 
iing giatel's disposed between said dividers 
and held in Said receiving members by said 
Supporting members, and means renovably se 
Clied to Said receiving enbers for holding said 
dividerS aind Said spacing inenbers against dis 
plaCentent. 

0. The combination with a receptacle having 
Side Wallis, of receiving nenbers disposed in said 
receptacle adjacent said side walls, supporting. 
members integral with said receiving members, 
a plurality of divider's disposed in said receptacle 
upon Said Supporting members, a plurality of 
Spacing members of different sizes disposed be 
tween Said dividers to effecta, desired spacing 
thereof, Said Spacing members and said dividers 
being held in Said receiving members by said sup 
porting Inenbers, and means renovably secured 
to Said receiving members for holding said divid 
erS and Said Spacing members against displace 
ment. 

MAURICE. W. LAN. 
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