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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josgrr F. L. Usr,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new
and useful Caster Raising and ILowering
Means for Stands, &c.; and T do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, and to the figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifi-
cation,

My invention relates to articles of furmi-
ture, and particularly to adding machine

stands, tables, stools and other articles for.

which it may be adapted. :

The object of my invention is the pro-
vision, in combination with an article of the
character described, of improved and effi-
cient means which is easily and quickly op-
erable to raise or lower the leg casters of
such article relative to the floor to provide a
firm support for the article when its casters
are raised, or to permit it to be freely moved
from place to place when the casters are
lowered, and which is also simple, strong and
inexpensive in its construction.

The invention is fully described in the
following specification, and while in its
broader aspect it is capable of embodiment
in numerous forms a preferred embodiment
thereof ig illustrated in the accomipanying
drawing, which is a perspective view of an
adding machine stand embodying my inven-
tion with the casters thereof raised from
contact with the floor.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates
the legs of a stand, stool or the like, which
are shown in the present instance as being
four in number and as codperating with the
top connecting frame or rim 2 and with the
subjacent leg bracing frames 3 to form an
adding machine stand having cups or sock-
ets 4 at the corners of the top frame 2 in
which the feet of a machine may rest.” Cast-
ers 5 of any suitable form are carried by
the legs 1 at their lower ends in a manner
to cause them to be raised from the floor
when the legs are raised for such purpose.

An angled lever 6 is fulerumed in the pres-
ent instance to each of the legs 1 adjacent
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to its lower end, as at 7, and has one arm
thereof angling outward and downward
from its fulecrum, and its other arm continu-

ing inward to a point substantially central

of the legs where it is pivotally connected
with the inner ends of the other levers to
the lower end of a bar 8. This bar extends
upward from its point of connection to the
levers 6 through the frame parts 3 and has
its upper end attached to a crank-shaft 9,
the ends of which are journaled in bearing
lugs 10 projecting from one of said frames,
as shown. One end of the crank-shaft 9 is
bent without its bearing lug to form a crank-
handle 11, which coacts with the associated
frame part 3 to limit the oscillatory move-
ments thereof. The crank and handle of the
shaft 9 are preferably disposed at substan-
tially right angles to each other so that when
the crank is at the limit of its upward or
downward movements the handle 11 will
coact with the associated frame part 3 to
hold the shaft against turning in one direc-
tion from such positions. The pivot pin 12,
which connects the lower end of the bar 8
to the inner ends of the levers 6 works
through registering longitudinally extend-
ing slots 13 in the inner ends of the levers.
The inner ends of the levers 6 are shown as
being bent in parallelism to adapt them to
lap each other in pairs at opposite sides of
the bar 8.

It is apparent with this construction that
upon a turning of the crank-shaft 9 to the
position shown the bar 8 is raised and the
levers 6 are oscillated in unison to effect a

*lowering of their outer ends to engage the

floor or other supporting object and raise
the legs 1 and casters 5 to withdraw the
casters from contact with the floor, the
throw and length of the angled outer ends
of the levers 6 being suflicient for such pur-
pose, thus providing a firm sub-base or sup-
port for the stand. Upon a throwing of the
crank-handle 11 in the opposite direction,
the bar 8 is lowered and the attached levers
6 oscillated a suitable distance to lower the
casters 5 into contact with the floor and to
raise the feet of the sub-base levers from
contact therewith thus enabling the stand
to be freely moved upon its casters to any
desired position. '

‘While the levers 6 may be of any suitable
construction they are shown in the present
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instance as having their feet or outer end
portions 6* drawn in channel form from
sheet-metal with the upper ends of the webs
or channel walls thereof extended inwardly
therefrom, as at 6° to form a fork which
straddles the lower end portions of the legs
1 with the free ends thereof riveted to an
interposed bar 6°¢; which forms the inner end
portion of the lever.

It is apparent that I have provided a sim-
ple and efficient sub-base for stands or the
like which is capable of being easily and
quickly operated to raise the stand casters
from or lower them into contact with the
floor as it may be desired to firmly anchor
the -stand in adjusted position or to move
the same upon its casters from place to
place.

1 wish it understood that my invention is
not limited to any specific construction or
arrangement of the parts except in so far
as such limitations are specified in the

“claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is,—

1. In an article of the class descrlbed, the
combination of main supporting legs, a
frame connecting and rigidly bracing said
legs and having an opening therein, casters
fer such legs, an angled lever pivoted to
each leg adjacent to 1ts lower end and be-
ing operable to raise or lower the main legs,

" the inner ends of said levers being bent to

35

stand side by side in substantial parallelism,
a bar rising through the opening in said
frame with its lower end attached to the
inner ends of said levers, and a crank shaft
journaled in said frame with its crank at-

1,023,182

tached to the upper end of said bar and op-
erable to raise or lower the bar.

2. The combination with the legs of a
stand, of leg raising and lowering levers
pivoted to the legs, said levers each having
its foot or outer end portion angling down-
ward from the associated leg and of chan-
nel form with the upper end portion of its
channel webs prolonged and projecting in-
ward to form a fork which straddles the
leg and is pivoted thereto, and having a bar
fixed at one end of said fork and projecting
inward therefrom with its free end in ad-
jacent position to-the free ends of the other
levers, and means attached to the free ends
of said lever bars and operable to oscillate
said levers to effect-a raising or lowering of
the stand legs.

3. The combination with the legs of a
stand, of leg raising and lowering levers
pivoted to the legs with portions extending
outward and” downward from the legs to
form feet, sald feet portions each being of
channel form in cress-section with its end
terminating adjacent to the leg to which it
attaches and having the upper ends of its
side walls extended laterally to form a fork
for straddling the leg, and means connected
to-the inner ends of said levers and operable
to oscillate them to effect a raising or lower-
ing of the stand legs.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
signed my name to this specification in the
presence of twe subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH F. L. UHL.

Witnesses:
C. W. Owen,
M. Q. OrPENHEIM.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘‘ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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