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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JOHN T. JoNES, of Ilion, 

in the county of Herkimer and State of New 
York, have invented certain Improvements 
in Sewing-Machine Tables, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification: 
My invention relates to sewing-machine ta 

bles; and the invention consists in a novel 
method of constructing the table, whereby the 
machine may be dropped down out of the way, 
so as to enable the table to be used like an 
ordinary table. It further consists in a pecu 
liar construction of the hinges and fastening 
devices for securing the hinged and sliding 
parts in place, all as hereinafter more fully 
described. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view; Fig. 2, alon 
gitudinal vertical section; and Fig. 3 is a view 
of a portion shown in detail. 
As sewing-machine tables are usually con 

structed, the machine is stationary upon the 
table, and hence it is in the way when it is de 
sired to use the table for any other purpose 
than merely to support the machine and its 
cover; and although some plans have been 
devised for dropping the machine through or 
below the table-top, they have been of such a 
character as not to have come into use. It is 
also desirable to have one or more leaves 
hinged to the table to afford more space and 
support the various articles used, as well as 
the cloth while being sewed; but hitherto the 
hinges used for this purpose have been so con 
structed that they could not be used for this 
purpose without cutting away the molding 
which it is desirable to use around the under 
edge of the table, all of which my invention 
is intended to obviate. 
In constructing a table on my improved plan, 

I construct a skeleton top, consisting of an 
end piece, A, and two side pieces or strips, I, 
as shown in Fig. 1. I then provide a sliding 
central portion, composed of two pieces, B 
and C, of such a size as to fit within the skel 
eton frame, and fill the Space therein, so that, 
when they are slid in, they, with the parts A 
and I, will constitute a complete table-top of 
the required size, as represented in Fig. 1. 
These parts B C are hinged together, so that 
when drawn out part way the part C can be 

leaf of a table, they sliding in grooves formed 
at the inner edges of the side pieces I. It is ob 
vious that instead of the two pieces BC a single 
piece may be used of the proper size, but in 
such case the end will project when the machine 
is raised. I then provide another piece, E, 
upon which the machine is mounted, this piece 
being of suitable width to fill the space be 
tween the side pieces I when raised to a level 
there with. The rear end of this piece EIhinge 
to the frame of the machine by means of two 
bars, ct, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, these bars 
being of such a length that when the piece E. 
is dropped down its front end will reach the 
frame at the opposite end of the frame, where 
it will rest on a couple of lugs or supports, b, 
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the rear end being 
Supported by the bars a, as shown, care be 
ing taken also to hinge the opposite ends of 
these bars 6 to the frame at such a height that 
when the piece E is raised it will come level 
with the table, as shown in Fig. 2. 
With these parts thus constructed, it will 

be seen that by sliding the parts BC outward, 
the piece E, with the machine thereon, can be 
lifted or swung up into place ready for use, 
when, by sliding the parts. B C back until the 
part () comes against the piece E, the latter 
will be held in place, the front end of E rest 
ing on lugs c, secured to the under side of the 
part C, as shown in Fig. 2; or, instead of the 
lugs c, a strip may be arranged to extend en 
tirely across the part C, or the adjoining ends 
of the pieces C and E may be rabbeted, so as 
to form a shoulder that Will Support the piece 
E, in which case the end piece A would re 
quire to be correspondingly rabbeted, so that 
when the sliding top Was shoved in, as in Fig. 
1, it would form a close joint. 
In order to secure the sliding top in place, 

and also support the hinged part B, I con 
struct a locking-lever, d, as shown in Fig. 3, 
and pivot it in a recess upon the top of a cross 
piece, ic, secured crosswise to the frame at that 
end of the table. As shown in Fig. 3, this le 
wer d is slotted, so it can be shoved endwise 
on its pivot, and it also has a projecting shoul 
der, l, on its inner end, to engags against a 
corresponding shoulder formed On the bar ic. 
At its outer end I secure to this lever a knob 

turned down the same as an ordinary falling or handle, h, the point of which extends through 

  



and projects beyond the upper face of the le 
ver, as shown in Fig. 2. In the under side of 
the part B I cut a groove of such a form that, 
when the part E is raised and the sliding parts 
are showed back against it, as represented in 
Fig. 2, the lever d can be swung around in 
line with the table, with the projecting point 
of the knob h resting in this groove, thereby 
locking the sliding partsBC securely in place, 
and at the same time supporting the part B 
in a horizontal position. When these parts 
are shoved in, as in Fig.1, the lever d is shoved 
endwise, so that its shoulder twill come in 
front of the shoulder on the bark, as shown in 
Fig. 3, which will draw the projecting point of 
the knob h. in front of the outer end of the part 
B, thereby locking the parts B C in place. In 
order to make the table still larger I hinge a 
leaf, D, to its rear or right-hand end; and to 
enable this to be done without cutting a Way 
the molding underneath the end of the table 
I construct a hinge, e, with two downwardly 
projecting arms, as shown in Fig. 2. In order 
to bring the joint of the hinge behind the 
molding I make the arm of that part of the 
hinge which is to be secured to the leaf longer 
than the other, and curve it so that it will 
reach around behind the molding, as shown, 
where it is joined to the other part of the hinge. 

It is obvious that a hinge thus formed may 
be used to secure a leaf to any sewing-machine 
table without cutting away the molding which 
is secured to the under side thereof. 

In order to support the leaf when raised I 
hinge to its under side a curved bar, f, as repre 
sented in Fig. 2, its opposite end having a notch 
formed in its under side, and passing loosely 
through a slotted stud or arm, g, projecting Ver 
tically from the under side of the stationary 
part of the table, or which may be attached to 
or made a part of the frame. When the leaf is 
raised the curved barf will be drawn outward 
through the slot in the arm (), and when the 
leaf is raised to a horizontal position the free 
end of the brace f will drop down, causing its 
shoulder or notch to engage with the arm g, 
thereby automatically locking the leaf up. 
When it is desired to drop the leaf it is only 
necessary to raise the inner end of the brace 
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f, and disengage its shoulder from the ailing, 
and then let the leaf down, the brace sliding 
back through the slot in the arm g, as shown 
by dotted lines in Fig. 2. If desired the parts 
may be reversed in position-that is, the brace 
fmay be secured to the frame or the table, and 
the part g may be attached to the leaf, the op 
eration being the same. 

It is obvious that, if desired, a cover may be 
placed over the machine on the piece E, and 
left thereon, when dropped below the table, to 
protect it from dust or injury; or, in lieu there 
of, curtains may be suspended from the table 
in such a manner as to inclose it when low 
ered. 
By these means I am enabled to produce a 

sewing-machine table which, while serving the 
ordinary purpose of supporting the machine, 
Can also be converted into a table for other 
uses, and that can be enlarged at will. I also 
an enabled to hinge a leaf to sewing-machine 
tables without disfiguring or weakening them 
by cutting the molding attached to the table. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. The board E, having the machine mounted 

thereon, in combination with the rods a, hav 
ing one end hinged to the board E, and their 
opposite ends to the frame, whereby the ma 
chine can be raised to a level with the table, 
or swung below the table and supported there, 
Substantially as shown and described. 

2. A sewing-machine table consisting of the 
skeleton frame, and the central sliding por 
tions B C, constructed and arranged to oper 
ate as shown and described. 

3. In combination with the sliding top BC, 
the locking and supporting lever d, constructed 
to operate as described. 

4. In combination with the table and leaf, 
the curved or projecting hingee, whereby the 
leaf can be attached to the table without re 
moving or cutting away the molding on the 
under side of the table, as set forth. 

JOHN T. JONES. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. O. RASBACH, 
ALONZO WOSBURG-H. 

  


