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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
AUGUSTUS WARREN GOUILD, OF SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. 

con VERTIBLE BUILDING. 
1,356,709. Specification of Letters Patent. 

Application filed December 27, 1919. Serial No. 347,751. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, AugusTUs WARREN 

GoulD, a citizen of the United States of 
America, and resident of the city of Seattle, 
county of King, State of Washington, have 
invented certain new and useful improve 
ments in Convertible Buildings, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to convertible build 

ings of the type used as theaters, for exhi 
bitions, and the like, and which may be con 
verted from one type to another at will. 
The object of my invention is to construct 

a building in the form of a theater in such 
manner that it may be varied in size and 
proportion at will, to permit its use for 
varied exhibitions, and the better to adapt it 
to larger or Smaller audiences. 
My invention comprises the novel parts 

and combinations thereof which are shown in 
the accompanying drawings, described in the 
specification, and defined by the claims ter 
lminating the same. 

In the drawings Ihave shown my con 
struction in a form which embodies my in 
vention and which is now preferred by me. 
Figure 1 is a horizontal section of a build 

ing constructed according to my invention, 
parts being broken away. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section of such a 
building. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken at right 
angles to Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a section of a portion of the fixed 
side balcony section, showing the bearing 
thereon of the adjustable end section. 

Herein the invention is illustrated in con 
nection with a hall or room 1 of a building. 
At one end thereof is provided a stage 2. At 
the sides of the room are tiers of seats which 
comprise the balconies 4. Beneath the lower 
balcony, and near the main floor 8, loge sec 
tions 3 may be provided along the sides of . 
the room. Preferably these side balconies 
and loge sections are free from chairs or ob 
structions while adjustment of the building 
is being made, at least for the distance af 
fected by such adjustment. . . . 
At an end of the building, as that end op 
osite the stage, a movable section 5 is pro 

vided. This may be formed with balconies 
4 and a loge section 3”, as shown. The bal 
conies may be supported from each other 
and from the loge section 3' by means of the 
pillars 9. The entire section 5 may be 
mounted to move upon rollers 6 and 7 which 

verted into a small theater. 

roll upon the floor 8. At the sides the mov 
able section 5 may be guided by rollers 12 
which are mounted thereon and which en 
gage the parapet 10 of the balconies 4 or 
loge Sections 3, or in any other suitable man 
ner. Further guiding support may be af 
forded by the bearing of the sides of the sec 
tion 5, as cut out to fit the side balconies 4. 
As a means for moving the section 5, I 

provide motors 15, mounted to turn shafts 
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16, which are connected to turn the pinions 
17. These pinions engage racks 18 which 
are secured to the under sides of the fixed 
loge sections 3. Any other suitable means 
for adjusting the section 5 may be used. 
To enable those in the rear of the theater 

to obtain a clear view of the stage, I may 
employ a supplemental floor 14, which is se 
cured to the front or stage end of the mov 
able section 5, and which slopes downward 
toward the stage. This moves with the sec 
tion 5. dit is to be understood that the bal 
conies 4 and 4, and the loges 3 and 37 should 
also be sloped in the usual manner for the 
reason given above. 
The Wall 5 at the rear of the section 5 

may be arranged to shut of the theater from 
the lobby 19 entirely, except for such en 
trances as may be provided. I have shown 
entrances 20 opening from the sides only 
into the theater proper, though this is purely. 
a matter of choice. 
When it is desired to decrease the size of 

the theater the section 5 is moved forward 
as described heretofore. The ends of the 
balcony sections 4 are cut away so that they 
fit and slide over the fixed balconies 4. This is 
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shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The entire section 
5, including the supplemental floor 14, may 
be moved forward to a position correspond 
ing to the dotted line position shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2. The building is then con 

A. performance 
may be given upon the stage, and persons in 
all parts of the house will be able to view the 
stage properly. 
If it is desired to use the main floor 8 for 

a performance, or if it is desired to enlarge 
the theater's seating capacity, the movable 
section 5 is moved back. Additional seats 
are available in the side balconies and loges, 
and a large main floor space is available for 
seats or for a performance. - 
While the section 5 is moved forward, the 

space to the rear of the wall 5 forms a large 
room, which might be used for dancing or 
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2. 

the like. Herein it is shown as merging 
with the lobby 19, though this may obviously 
be separated from this room. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. An auditorium having terraced seats 

extending lengthwise along opposite sides 
thereof and a rear section bodily movable 
from front to rear and provided with seat 
ing matching those along the side of the all 
ditorium, the ends of said movable rear sec 
tion being notched to correspond with the 
cross-section of said side seats. 

2. A building containing an auditorium, 
entrance aisles alongside of and without the 
auditorium and communicating therewith at 
intervals, a section at the rear of the audi 
torium movable bodily toward and from the 
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front and having a cross section correspond 
ing to that of the auditorium, said movable 
section having a foyer and balcony and a 
real partition wall extending from floor to 
ceiling, the ends of said movable section be 
ing notched to correspond with the outline 
of side galleries, and movable over said gal 
leries. 

3. Albuilding of the type described hav 
ing side galleries which are supported 
wholly from the side walls and a movable 
rear section which is notched to fit closely 
about the side galleries and movable length 
wise of said side galleries. 
Signed at Seattle, King county, Washing 

ton, this 6th day of December, 1919. 
AUGUSTUS WARREN GOULD. 
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