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(57) ABSTRACT 

In an inflator including a plurality of gas feed portions (gas 
chambers for storing high-pressure gases, gas sealing plates 
for sealing the gas chambers, and initiators for fracturing the 
gas sealing plates) in a single casing, an airtight partition 
integrated with the casing airtightly separates the gas cham 
bers of the gas feed portions from each other, and the casing 
is provided with a plurality of gas feed passages that 
individually communicate with the gas chambers. 
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1. 

NFLATOR 

INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE 

The disclosures of Japanese Patent Application No. 2002- 5 
111123 filed on Apr. 12, 2002, including the specification, 
drawings, and abstract is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 10 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention relates to an inflator for expanding and 

deploying an air bag mounted in a vehicle or the like by 
Supplying the air bag with gas. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
One inflator of this kind includes a plurality of gas feed 

portions in a single casing (also referred to as a housing), for 
example, as disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid 
Open No. 11-217055. In an inflator disclosed in this publi 
cation, gas feed portions include gas chambers (combustion 
chambers) formed in a casing, gas generating agents accom 
modated in the gas chambers, filter members Surrounding 
the gas generating agents in the casing, and initiators (ignit 
ers) for igniting and burning the gas generating agents, 
respectively. 

In the inflator of the related art described above, although 
partition members separate the casing into the gas chambers, 
the gas chambers communicate with one another via the 
filter members. Therefore, gases generated in the gas cham 
bers in the casing (i.e., gases generated by igniting and 
burning the gas generating agents) affect one another. This 
makes it difficult to obtain a desired gas output character 
istic. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide an inflator that 
is capable of inhibiting gases generated in gas chambers in a 
a casing from affecting one another and Suitably adjusting 
gas output characteristics. 
The invention provides an inflator including a plurality of 

gas feed portions in a single casing. In a first aspect of the 
invention, an airtight partition formed in the casing airtightly 45 
separates gas chambers of the gas feed portions from one 
another, and the casing is provided with a plurality of gas 
feed passages that individually communicate with the gas 
chambers. 

In the inflator according to the first aspect described 50 
above, gases are Supplied through the gas feed passages 
from the gas chambers respectively, which are airtightly 
separated from one another by the airtight partition in the 
casing. Therefore, the gases that are Supplied from the gas 
chambers to the gas feed passages respectively in the casing 55 
do not affect one another, and Suitable outputs can be 
individually obtained in the gas feed portions. As a result, a 
desired gas output characteristic can be obtained in the 
inflator as a whole. Further, since the airtight partition 
formed in the casing also serves to enhance rigidity 60 
(strength) of the casing, it is also possible to achieve a 
reduction in size or weight of the casing. 

In the first aspect described above, the airtight partition 
may be integrated with the casing. In this arrangement, since 
the airtight partition is integrated with the casing, no local 65 
stress arises as opposed to a case where the airtight partition 
is formed as a separate member and is stuck to the casing. 

2 
It is therefore possible to achieve a reduction in size or 
weight of the casing while maintaining rigidity of the 
airtight partition. 

Further, the airtight partition may be thicker in its joining 
portion (peripheral edge portion) to be joined to an outer 
wall of the casing than in its central portion. In this arrange 
ment, since the airtight partition is thicker in its joining 
portion (peripheral edge portion) to be joined to the outer 
wall of the casing than in its central portion, it is possible to 
enhance a coupling strength between the airtight partition 
and the outer wall of the casing, and to improve durability 
of a coupling portion between the airtight partition and the 
outer wall of the casing. 
The gas feed portions may have different gas outputs. In 

this arrangement, since the gas feed portions have different 
gas outputs, it is possible to obtain with ease a gas output 
characteristic widely ranging from low outputs to high 
outputs. 
The gas feed portions may include gas generating means 

for generating different kinds of gases. In this arrangement, 
the gas output characteristic of the inflator can be easily 
adjusted by changing the kinds of gases in the gas feed 
portions. 
The gas feed portions may include gas generating means 

for generating gases that are different in Volume. In this 
arrangement, the gas output characteristic of the inflator can 
be easily adjusted by changing the Volumes of gases in the 
gas feed portions. 
The gas feed portions may include gas generating agents 

for generating vaporized gases that are different in number 
of moles. In this arrangement, the gas output characteristic 
of the inflator can be easily adjusted by changing amounts or 
the like of the gas generating agents to be used. 

High-pressure gases may be sealed in the gas chambers of 
the gas feed portions. In this arrangement, since high 
pressure gases are sealed in the gas chambers of the gas feed 
portions, no foreign matters such as burnt debris (unneces 
sary Substances that are produced, for example, in the case 
where a gas generating agent for generating a vaporized gas 
through combustion incompletely burns) mix with the gases 
that are Supplied from the gas chambers through the gas feed 
passages respectively. 
The gas feed portions may be adapted to be activated at 

different timings. In this arrangement, by differentiating 
timings for activating the gas feed portions from one 
another, gas output characteristics of the gas feed portions 
can be obtained in a Superimposed manner with a time 
difference. Thus, timings for activating the gas feed portions 
are adjusted and controlled, whereby a desired gas output 
characteristic can be achieved through simple adjustment 
and control of the gas characteristic of the inflator. 

Each of the gas feed passages may communicate with at 
least one of front-seat and rear-seat expansion chambers of 
a curtain airbag that is adapted to protect heads of front-seat 
and rear-seat occupants of a vehicle. In this arrangement, 
timings for activating the gas feed portions are adjusted and 
controlled, whereby characteristics of expanding and 
deploying the front-seat expansion chamber and the rear 
seat expansion chamber of the curtain air bag can be 
individually controlled. It is therefore possible to expand 
and deploy the curtain air bag in various expansion and 
deployment modes, and to reliably protect the heads of 
front-seat and rear-seat occupants of the vehicle. 

Each of the gas feed passages may communicate with at 
least one of thoracic-part and lumber-part expansion cham 
bers of a side air bag that is adapted to protect side parts of 
an occupant of a vehicle. In this arrangement, timings for 
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activating the gas feed portions are adjusted and controlled, 
whereby characteristics of expanding and deploying the 
lumbar-part and thoracic-part expansion chambers of the 
side air bag can be individually controlled. It is therefore 
possible to expand and deploy the side air bag in various 
expansion and deployment modes, and to reliably protect 
thoracic and lumbar parts of an occupant of the vehicle. 

Each of the gas feed passages may communicate with at 
least one of a plurality of expansion chambers of a multiple 
air bag that is mounted in a vehicle. In this arrangement, 
timings for activating the gas feed portions are adjusted and 
controlled, whereby characteristics of expanding and 
deploying the expansion chambers of the multiple air bag 
can be individually controlled. It is therefore possible to 
expand and deploy the multiple airbag in various expansion 
and deployment modes, and to reliably protect occupants of 
the vehicle. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal cross-sectional side view sche 
matically showing an inflator in accordance with one 
embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of an essential 
portion of one of initiators shown in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a graph of characteristic curves showing gas 
output characteristics of the inflator shown in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a partial cross-sectional view of an airtight 
partition of the inflator in accordance with a modified 
embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 5 is a partial cross-sectional view of an airtight 
partition of the inflator in accordance with another modified 
embodiment of the invention. 

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal cross-sectional side view sche 
matically showing an embodiment in which the inflator of 
the invention is used in combination with a curtain air bag. 

FIG. 7 is a longitudinal cross-sectional side view sche 
matically showing an embodiment in which the inflator of 
the invention is used in combination with a side air bag. 

FIG. 8 is a longitudinal cross-sectional side view sche 
matically showing an embodiment in which the inflator of 
the invention is used in combination with a multiple air bag. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Hereinafter, the embodiments of the invention will be 
described with reference to the drawings. FIG. 1 schemati 
cally shows an inflator 10 in accordance with one embodi 
ment of the invention. The inflator 10 of this embodiment 
includes a single casing 11, a pair of gas sealing plates 12, 
13 mounted in the casing 11, and a pair of initiators 20. 
The casing 11 has an outer wall 11a, an airtight partition 

11b, and a pair of attachment portions 11c. 11d that also 
serve as part of the outer wall. The gas sealing plates 12, 13 
and the initiators 20 are attached to the attachment portions 
11c. 11d respectively. Gas feed passages 11c1, 11d 1 are 
formed in the attachment portions 11c. 11d. A peripheral 
edge portion of the airtight partition 11b is integrally joined 
to the outer wall 11a and the attachment portions 11c. 11d. 
Thus, the airtight partition 11b is integrally formed in the 
casing 11 and airtightly separates a pair of Small and large 
gas chambers R1, R2 from each other in the casing 11. 
A high-pressure gas contained in the gas chamber R1 is 

different in quantity and pressure from a high-pressure gas 
contained in the gas chamber R2. These gases are sealed into 
and fill the gas chambers R1, R2 through injection holes 
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4 
11a111a2 formed through the outer wall 11a, respectively. 
The injection holes 11a1, 11a2 are airtightly closed by plugs 
14, 15 respectively, which can be removed from the outer 
wall 11a. 
The gas sealing plates 12, 13 are airtightly mounted in the 

casing 11. Each of the gas sealing plates 12, 13 can be 
fractured through initiation of a corresponding one of the 
initiators 20. If the gas sealing plates 12, 13 are not fractured, 
high-pressure gases are stored in the gas chambers R1, R2 
of the casing 11. If the gas sealing plates 12, 13 are fractured, 
high-pressure gases are injected and Supplied into an airbag 
(not shown) from the gas chambers R1, R2 through the gas 
feed passages 11c1, 11d 1 that are formed in the attachment 
portions 11c. 11d respectively. 

Each of the initiators 20 includes components that are 
shown in FIG. 2 on an enlarged scale, namely, a pair of lead 
pins 21a, 21b, a conductive header 22, an insulating member 
23, a bridge line 24, a gunpowder 25, a case 26, a resin mold 
27, and the like. Each of the initiators 20 also includes 
components such as a resin holder 28 for mounting the 
components shown in FIG. 2 to the inflator 10 as shown in 
FIG. 1. Electrization of the initiators 20 is controlled by an 
electrization control unit (not shown). 
The lead pin 21a is an electrode that is integrally mounted 

to the conductive header 22. The lead pin 21b is an electrode 
that is integrally mounted to the conductive header 22 via the 
insulating member 23. The conductive header 22 is made of 
a conductive metal and has a cylindrical shape. An inner 
hole 22a is formed in a central portion of the conductive 
header 22. 
The insulating member 23 has a cylindrical shape. An 

insertion hole 23a is formed in an axial center of the 
insulating member 23. The lead pin 21b is tightly fitted into 
the insertion hole 23a so as to be coaxially fixed therein. The 
insulating member 23 is made of a heat-resistant, pressure 
resistant glass, and is tightly fitted into the inner hole 22a of 
the conductive header 22 so as to be coaxially fitted therein. 
The bridge line 24 is connected to the lead pin 21b and the 

conductive header 22 so that the lead pin 21a is indirectly 
connected to the lead pin 21b. By being electrized through 
the lead pins 21a, 21b, the bridge line 24 fires and initiates 
the gunpowder 25. The gunpowder 25 and the bridge line 24 
are accommodated in the case 26 in a sealed state. Part of the 
gunpowder 25 is in contact with bridge line 24. 
The case 26 is made of a thin metal plate, and is formed 

in the shape of a cup. A bottom portion of the case 26 can 
be fractured through initiation of the gunpowder 25. An 
opening end portion of the case 26 is airtightly stuck to an 
outer periphery of the conductive header 22 by means of 
welding or the like. The resin mold 27 is molded in such a 
manner as to integrate coupling portions of the components 
such as the lead pins 21a, 21b, the conductive header 22, the 
insulating member 23, and the case 26. The resin holder 28 
is molded with the components shown in FIG. 2 being 
mounted to the casing 11. 

In the inflator 10 of this embodiment arranged as 
described above, if the bridge line 24 installed in the left one 
of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 is electrized in response to 
electrization of that initiator 20, an initiating agent 25 fires 
and explodes, and the bottom portion of a metal capsule 26 
is fractured. As a result, the gas sealing plate 12 is also 
fractured, and the high-pressure gas stored in the gas cham 
ber R1 of the casing 11 is injected and supplied into the air 
bag (not shown) through the gas feed passage 11c1 formed 
in the attachment portion 11c. 
On the other hand, if the bridge line 24 installed in the 

right one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 is electrized in 
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response to electrization of that initiator 20, the initiating 
agent 25 fires and explodes, and the bottom portion of the 
metal capsule 26 is fractured. As a result, the gas sealing 
plate 13 is also fractured, and the high-pressure gas stored in 
the gas chamber R2 of the casing 11 is injected and Supplied 
into the air bag (not shown) through the gas feed passage 
11d1 formed in the attachment portion 11d. 
A gas output characteristic obtained through electrization 

and initiation of the left one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 
(i.e., a characteristic obtained through operation of a left gas 
feed portion that is composed of the left initiator 20, the gas 
sealing plate 12, the high-pressure gas in the gas chamber 
R1, the gas feed passage 11c1, and the like) changes as 
indicated by a characteristic curve B shown in FIG. 3. A gas 
output characteristic obtained through electrization and ini 
tiation of the right one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 (i.e., a 
characteristic obtained through operation of a right gas feed 
portion that is composed of the right initiator 20, the gas 
sealing plate 13, the high-pressure gas in the gas chamber 
R2, the gas feed passage 11d 1, and the like) changes as 
indicated by a characteristic curve A shown in FIG. 3. 
According to the characteristic curve A, electrization of the 
right one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 is started atto (a timing 
for activation). According to the characteristic curve B. 
electrization of the left one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 is 
started at til (a timing for activation). 

In the inflator 10 of this embodiment, therefore, if elec 
trization of the right and left ones of the initiators 20 shown 
in FIG. 1 is started at to and t1 respectively, the gas output 
characteristic A obtained through electrization and initiation 
of the right one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 and the gas 
output characteristic B obtained through electrization and 
initiation of the left one of the initiators 20 in FIG. 1 are 
obtained in a Superimposed manner with a time difference 
(t1-to). As a result, a gas output characteristic indicated by 
a characteristic curve C1 in FIG. 3 is obtained in the inflator 
10 as a whole. 

If electrization of the left and right initiators 20 is simul 
taneously started at to the gas output characteristics A, B are 
obtained with no time difference. As a result, a gas output 
characteristic indicated by a characteristic curve C2 in FIG. 
3 is obtained in the inflator 10 as a whole. Thus, by adjusting 
and controlling a timing when electrization of each of the 
initiators 20 is started (i.e., a timing for activation), it 
becomes possible to ensure the inflator 10 of a gas output 
characteristic widely ranging from low outputs (the gas 
output characteristic B) to high outputs (the gas output 
characteristic C2), and to realize a desired gas output char 
acteristic through simple adjustment and control. 

In the inflator 10 of this embodiment, gases are supplied 
to the air bag through the gas feed passages 11c1, 11d 1 from 
the gas chambers R1, R2 respectively, which are airtightly 
separated from each other by the airtight partition 11b in the 
casing 11. Thus, the gases that are Supplied from the gas 
chambers R1, R2 to the gas feed passages 11c1, 11d 1 
respectively in the casing 11 do not affect each other, and a 
suitable output can be individually obtained in each of the 
left and right gas feed portions. Therefore, a desired gas 
output characteristic (e.g., the gas output characteristic C1 or 
C2) can be obtained in the inflator 10 as a whole. 

Because the airtight partition 11b in the casing 11 also 
serves to enhance rigidity (strength) of the casing 11, it is 
also possible to achieve a reduction in size or weight of the 
casing 11. Further, because the airtight partition 11b is 
integrated with the casing 11, no local stress arises as 
opposed to a case where the airtight partition 11b is formed 
as a separate member and is stuck to the casing 11. It is 
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6 
therefore possible to achieve a reduction in size or weight of 
the casing 11 while maintaining rigidity of the airtight 
partition 11b. These effects grow as the gases that are sealed 
into and fill the gas chambers R1, R2 of the casing 11 
increase in pressure. 

In the inflator 10 of this embodiment, since the high 
pressure gases are sealed in the gas chambers R1, R2 of the 
left and right gas feed portions, no foreign matters such as 
burnt debris (unnecessary Substances that are produced, for 
example, in the case where a gas generating agent for 
generating a vaporized gas through combustion incom 
pletely burns) mix with the gases that are supplied from the 
gas chambers R1, R2 through the gas feed passages 11c1, 
11d1 respectively. 

In the embodiment described above, the airtight partition 
11b has a Substantially equal thickness both in its joining 
portion (peripheral edge portion) to be joined to the outer 
wall 11a and in its central portion as shown in FIG. 1. As 
schematically shown in FIG. 4 or FIG. 5, however, the 
airtight partition 11b may be thicker in its joining portion 
(the peripheral edge portion) to be joined to the outer wall 
11a than in its central portion. In this case, it is possible to 
enhance a coupling strength between the airtight partition 
11b and the outer wall 11a, and to improve durability of a 
coupling portion between the airtight partition 11b and the 
outer wall 11a. 

FIG. 6 shows the inflator 10 in accordance with another 
embodiment of the invention. In the inflator 10 of this 
embodiment, each of the initiators 20 is attached to a 
corresponding one of left and right end portions of the casing 
11 that is formed in a laterally elongated manner. Because 
the arrangement of the inflator 10 is identical in other 
respects with the corresponding arrangement of the inflator 
10 shown in FIG. 1, like members are denoted by like 
reference symbols, and repetition of the same description 
will be avoided. 

In the inflator 10 shown in FIG. 6, the casing 11 is laterally 
elongated. Therefore, the inflator 10 is suited to be adopted 
as an inflator for a curtain air bag 30 that is schematically 
indicated by a fictitious line in FIG. 6. The curtain air bag 30 
shown in FIG. 6 is adapted to protect heads of front-seat and 
rear-seat occupants of a vehicle, and includes a front-seat 
expansion chamber 31 and a rear-seat expansion chamber 
32. A gas is Supplied to the front-seat expansion chamber 31 
from the gas chamber R2 through the gas feed passage 11d 1. 
A gas is Supplied to the rear-seat expansion chamber 32 from 
the gas chamber R1 through the gas feed passage 11c1. 

In the inflator 10 shown in FIG. 6 and arranged as 
described above, timings for activating the left and right 
initiators 20 are adjusted and controlled, whereby charac 
teristics of expanding and deploying the front-seat and 
rear-seat expansion chambers 31, 32 of the curtain air bag 30 
can be individually controlled. It is therefore possible to 
expand and deploy the curtain air bag 30 in various expan 
sion and deployment modes, and to reliably protect the 
heads of front-seat and rear-seat occupants of the vehicle. 

In the embodiment described above (i.e., the embodiment 
shown in FIG. 6), the inflator 10 of the invention is used in 
combination with the curtain air bag 30 that is adapted to 
protect heads of front-seat and rear-seat occupants of a 
vehicle. As shown in FIG. 7 or FIG. 8, however, the inflator 
10 of the invention may also be used in combination with a 
side air bag 40 that is adapted to protect side parts of an 
occupant of a vehicle, or with a multiple air bag 50. 
The inflator 10 shown in FIG. 7 is substantially identical 

in arrangement with the inflator 10 shown in FIG. 6, except 
that the former is vertically disposed. A gas is Supplied from 
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the gas chamber R2 through the gas feed passage 11d 1 to a 
lumbar-part expansion chamber 41 of the side air bag 40, 
which is schematically indicated by a fictitious line in FIG. 
7. A gas is Supplied from the gas chamber R1 through a gas 
feed passage 11c1 to a thoracic-part expansion chamber 42 
of the side air bag 40. 

In the inflator 10 shown in FIG. 7 and arranged as 
described above, timings for activating the upper and lower 
ones of the initiators 20 are adjusted and controlled, whereby 
characteristics of expanding and deploying the lumbar-part 
and thoracic-part expansion chambers 41, 42 of the side air 
bag 40 can be individually controlled. It is therefore possible 
to expand and deploy the side air bag 40 in various expan 
sion and deployment modes, and to reliably protect thoracic 
and lumbar parts of occupants of the vehicle. 
The inflator 10 shown in FIG. 8 is substantially identical 

in arrangement with the inflator 10 shown in FIG. 1, except 
that the gas feed passages 11c1, 11d 1 of the former are 
different in opening direction from those of the latter. A gas 
is Supplied from the gas chamber R2 through the gas feed 
passage 11d1 to an outer expansion chamber 51 of a multiple 
air bag 50 that is schematically indicated by a fictitious line 
in FIG.8. A gas is supplied from the gas chamber R1 through 
the gas feed passage 11c1 to an inner expansion chamber 52 
of the multiple air bag 50. 

In the inflator 10 shown in FIG. 8 and arranged as 
described above, timings for activating the left and right 
initiators 20 are adjusted and controlled, whereby charac 
teristics of expanding and deploying the expansion cham 
bers 51, 52 of the multiple air bag 50 can be individually 
controlled. It is therefore possible to expand and deploy the 
multiple air bag 50 in various expansion and deployment 
modes, and to reliably protect occupants of the vehicle. 
The embodiments described above (i.e., the embodiments 

described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 8) are implemented 
with an arrangement in which the gas feed portions include 
the gas chambers R1, R2 for storing high-pressure gases, the 
gas sealing plates 12, 13 for sealing the gas chambers R1, 
R2, and the initiators 20 for fracturing the gas sealing plates 
12, 13, respectively. However, these embodiments can also 
be implemented with an arrangement in which the gas feed 
portions include gas generating chambers (which are Sub 
stantially identical with the gas chambers R1, R2 respec 
tively) and gas generating agents that are accommodated in 
the gas generating chambers and that are ignited through 
initiation of the initiators 20 so as to generate gases, respec 
tively. 

In this case, the embodiments can also be implemented 
with different kinds of gas generating agents (including 
those which generate vaporized gases that are different in 
number of moles) or with different capacities for gas gen 
erating agents (i.e., with different amounts of gas generating 
agents being used). The embodiments can also be imple 
mented with a high-pressure gas being Stored in one of the 
gas chambers R1 or R2 and with a gas generating agent 
being accommodated in the other gas chamber R2 or R1. 

Although the embodiments described above are imple 
mented with an arrangement in which the inflator 10 
includes the two gas feed portions, they can also be imple 
mented with an arrangement in which the inflator includes 
three or more gas feed portions. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An inflator, comprising: 
a single casing: 
a first and a second gas feed portions provided in the 

single casing, the first gas feed portion is different from 
the second gas feed portion; 
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8 
an airtight partition formed in the casing airtightly sepa 

rates gas chambers of the gas feed portions from one 
another, and 

a first gas feed passage and a second gas feed passage 
provided in the casing, wherein: 
the first gas feed passage connects the first gas feed 

portion and a first expansion chamber of a plurality 
of expansion chambers in a curtain air bag; 

the second gas feed passage connects the second gas 
feed portion and a second expansion chamber of the 
plurality of expansion chambers in the curtain air 
bag, the second expansion chamber is different from 
the first expansion chamber, 

each of the gas feed passages individually communi 
cates with at least one of front-seat and rear-seat 
expansion chambers of the curtain air bag that is 
adapted to protect heads of front-seat and rear-seat 
occupants of a vehicle; and 

a maximum gas output of the gas feed portion that 
Supplies gas to the gas passage communicating with 
the front-seat expansion chamber is higher than a 
maximum gas output of the gas feed portion that 
Supplies gas to the gas passage communication with 
the rear-seat expansion chamber. 

2. The inflator according to claim 1, wherein the airtight 
partition is thicker in its joining portion to be joined to an 
outer wall of the casing than in its central portion. 

3. The inflator according to claim 1, wherein the gas feed 
portions have different gas outputs. 

4. The inflator according to claim 3, wherein the gas feed 
portions include gas generating means for generating dif 
ferent gases. 

5. The inflator according to claim 3, wherein the gas feed 
portions include gas generating means for generating gases 
that are different in volume. 

6. The inflator according to claim 3, wherein the gas feed 
portions include gas generating agents for generating Vapor 
ized gases that are different in number of moles. 

7. The inflator according to claim 1, wherein high-pres 
Sure gases are sealed in the gas chambers of the gas feed 
portions. 

8. The inflator according to claim 1, wherein the gas feed 
portions can be activated at different timings. 

9. The inflator according to claim 1, wherein each of the 
plurality of the gas feed portions includes an igniter that fires 
by an electrization and communicates with the gas chamber 
and the gas feed passage. 

10. The inflator according to claim 9, wherein gas gen 
erating agents that are ignited through initiation of the 
igniter are sealed in the gas chambers of the gas feed 
portions. 

11. The inflator according to claim 1, wherein the gas 
chambers comprise a large gas chamber connected to the 
front-seat expansion chamber, and a small gas chamber 
connected to the rear-seat expansion chamber. 

12. An inflator, comprising: 
a single casing: 
a first and a second gas feed portions provided in the 

single casing, the first gas feed portion is different from 
the second gas feed portion; 

an airtight partition formed in the casing airtightly sepa 
rates gas chambers of the gas feed portions from one 
another, and 

a first gas feed passage and a second gas feed passage 
provided in the casing, wherein: 
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the first gas feed passage connects the first gas feed 
portion and a first expansion chamber of a plurality 
of expansion chambers in a multiple air bag; 

the second gas feed passage connects the second gas 
feed portion and a second expansion chamber of the 
plurality of expansion chambers in the multiple air 
bag, the second expansion chamber is different from 
the first expansion chamber, 

each of the gas feed passages individually communi 
cates with at least one of a plurality of expansion 
chambers of the multiple air bag that is mounted in 
a vehicle; and 

a maximum gas output of the gas feed portion that 
Supplies gas to the gas passage communicating with 
an outer expansion chamber of the multiple air bag 
is higher than a maximum gas output of the gas feed 
portion that Supplies gas to the gas passage commu 
nication with an inner chamber expansion chamber 
of the multiple air bag. 

13. The inflator according to claim 12, wherein the airtight 
partition is thicker in its joining portion to be joined to an 
outer wall of the casing than in its central portion. 

14. The inflator according to claim 12, wherein the gas 
feed portions have different gas outputs. 
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15. The inflator according to claim 14, wherein the gas 

feed portions include gas generating means for generating 
different gases. 

16. The inflator according to claim 14, wherein the gas 
feed portions include gas generating means for generating 
gases that are different in Volume. 

17. The inflator according to claim 14, wherein the gas 
feed portions include gas generating agents for generating 
vaporized gases that are different in number of moles. 

18. The inflator according to claim 12, wherein high 
pressure gases are sealed in the gas chambers of the gas feed 
portions. 

19. The inflator according to claim 12, wherein the gas 
feed portions can be activated at different timings. 

20. The inflator according to claim 12, wherein each of the 
plurality of the gas feed portions includes an igniter that fires 
by an electrization and communicates with the gas chamber 
and the gas feed passage. 

21. The inflator according to claim 20, wherein gas 
generating agents that are ignited through initiation of the 
igniter are sealed in the gas chambers of the gas feed 
portions. 


