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To all it'h O7) if 1) City concern: 
Beit known that I, JOSEPHH.BEAULIEU, of 

Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new 

5 and Improved Self-Adjusting Photograph 
Drying Rack and Card-Holder, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

devices for holding photographs for the pur 
to pose of drying the same and also for holding 

cards, photographs, &c.; and the invention 
comprises the novel features hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
I5 drawings, forming a part of this specification, 

in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of my device. Fig. 
2 is a longitudinal sectional elevation thereof, 

2O and Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view. 
The object of my invention is to furnish a 

cheap and convenient device for holding pho 
tographs after being mounted and while dry 
ing and which is also adapted for holding 

25 cards, &c. 
The frame of the device consists of the two 

longitudinal bars A, which are connected at 
their ends by cross-bars B. These bars A are 
slightly separated from each other, making a 

3o central groove Ct. Two guide-rods Care sup 
ported at their ends in the cross-bars B, at a 
slight elevation from the main bars A of the 
frame and near the outer edges thereof. Upon 
these guide-rods are placed a series of cross 

35 slats D, which are preferably made of thin 
strips of Wood and have their upper edges 
beveled, as clearly shown in Fig. 2. These 
slats are all provided with an aperture at each 
end, adapted to receive the guide-rods C, so 

4o that the Slats may slide freely thereon. A 
central one of these slats, as D', is secured to 
the longitudinal bars A of the frame, and this 
central slat is provided with a pin d, lying 
within the groove C of the frame. The end 

45 ones of the slats D are each provided with a 
rod E, which is secured to the slat and ex 
tends toward the center and lies within the 
groove C, and at its inner end said rod is pro 
vided with a hook, as clearly shown in Fig. 2. 

5o The slats are held toward the center by means 
of a spring, preferably a rubber band F, which 

is passed over the pin d and the hook upon 
the arm E. Two of these bands are used, one 
extending from the center in each direction. 
This serves to press the slats toward the cen 
ter with an even pressure, so that cards which 
are Supported between adjacent slats, as 
shown by the cards G in Fig. 2, are held in a 
vertical position and with an even pressure. 
A card may thus be inserted between each 
slat and the one adjacent thereto. If desired, 
the upper edges of the slats may be covered 
with cloth or other material, which will pre 
vent the possibility of marring the cards. 
This, however, is thought to be totally un 
necessary, as the chance of marring the cards 
by contact with the Wood surface is very slight. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A card-holder, comprising a frame hav 
ing longitudinal bars separated to form a slot. 
between them, a series of cross-slats having 
their lower edges upon said bars, a central 
One of said cross-slats being secured to the 
frame, the other slats having holes there 
through, guide - rods passing through said 
holes, and springs lying in the slots between 
the longitudinal bars and connecting the outer 
cross-slats with the fixed central one, sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A card-holder, comprising a series of 
cross-slats having holes near one edge, guide 
rods passing through said holes, a frame hav 
ing two separated longitudinal bars beneath 
and Supporting said cross-slats, and end pieces 
Supporting the guide-rods, the end ones of the 
cross-slats having a rod Secured by one end 
thereto and extending toward the center and 
lying in the slot between the two longitudinal 
bars, the inner ends of said rods being hooked, 
a central one of the cross-slats being secured 
in place and having a pin in the slot betWeen 
the longitudinal bars, and a spring or rubber 
band Secured to said pin and the hooks on 
said last-named rods, substantially as de 
Scribed. 

JOSEPII H. BEAULIEU, 

VWitnesses: 
JOSEPH L. EGAN, 
FRANCIS X, RICHMOND. 
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