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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam F. McGEE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Jackson, in the county of Jackson and State
of Michigan, have invented new and useful
Improvementsin Corset-Clasps; and I dohere-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to thatclass of corset-
clasps which are attached to the busks of cor-
sets and interlock with each other when the
corset is closed around the wearer.

The object of my invention is to provide a
fastening for the corset which can, be readily
and easily clasped and unclasped, and when
fastened securely locked against any acci-
dental loosening, while at the same time al-
lowing free play of the busks upon one an-
other to accommodate the corset to any change
of position of the wearer; and it consists in
the curved body of the clasp, with the in-
wardly and backwardly bent tongue or keeper
and the outwardly-bentlip of the spring-clasp
attached to the outer side of one of the busks
of the corset, and a cateh attached to the
other busk, and in the peculiar construction,
arrangement, and combination of the several
parts, as hereinafter more particularly set
forth and claimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the busk
or spring-steel of a corset with the spring-
clasps. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
other busk with the catech. Fig. 3 is an en-
larged sectional view through the busk and
spring-clasp. TFig. 4 is an enlarged sectional
view through the busk and catch. Fig. 5 is
an enlarged sectional view through the busks,
the spring-clasp, and the catch, the busks be-
ing superimposed and the clasp engaged with
the catch.

In the drawings, A represents the busk or
steel spring in the front of the corset, on
the outer side of which the spring-clasp B is
secured. The busk is perforated at proper
points @ a o for the rivets, by which the

spring-clasp B is attached to the busk. The |
clasp may be attached to the busk in any.f

other manner, if desired. ,
b is a flange at the rear end of- the clasp,
which rests on the busk and is perforated to

admit the rivets, by which it is solidly fast-
ened to the busk. The body of the clasp is
bent outwardly from the busk at b’, just in
advance of the rivets. This ontward projec-
tion is just sufficient to permit the busk on
the other side of the corset and the covering
fabric to interpose between the” body of the
spring-clasp and the busk. At b?the clasp is
bent forward, and the body of the clasp ex-
tends forward parallel, or nearly so, with the
face of the busk about the width of the other
busk. At b%the body of the clasp is bent in-
ward, and the extension inward reaches to
the busk, where at b*it turns forward and
curves slightly upward, forming the lip D.

C is a tongue or keeper, stamped out of the
clasp near its forward end and in rearof the
lip D. This tongue or keeper extends back-
ward from the lip D nearlyin the same plane
or a little below and under the body of the
clasp. '

B is the busk or spring-steel of the other

side of the corset, perforated at the points op-

posite the perforations in the busk A, forthe
passage of the rivets by which the elongated
catch F is secured to the busk.

J is the flange of the elongated catch F,
resting on the outer face of the busk E and
perforated for the rivets by which it is fast-
ened in place on the busk. The catch F is
bent upward at f’, and almost immediately
at f* bent backward, forming the lip G.- The
corners of the lip G are rounded off to permit
them to slide past the clasp without catching
on the square or sharp corners, The edge of
the lip G on the catch FF,which engages with
the keeper on the clasp, is straight and smooth
to allow the keeper to slide up and down as

the busks bend and to be drawn off at either.

end, thus disengaging the catch when the cor-
set is to be loosened.

The cateh F is elongated far beyond the
width of the keeper on the clasp with which
it engages, in order to allow the busks to
move longitudinally on each other as they
bend with the motion of the wearer without
disengaging the clasp from the catch.

In operation, after the corset is put on,the
busk E, with the catch T, is slipped under
the lip D and the spring-clasp B until the
catch has passed the tongue or keeper C.
This fastens the corset in place, the busks
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being superimposed on one another or placed
one in front of the other,and the keeper pre-
vents the catch from being withdrawn from
the clasp. When the wearer desires to un-
fasten the corset, a slight push upward on the
busk E and a pull downward on the busk A,
or a slight pull downward on the busk Eand
a push upward on the busk A, slides the cateh
upward or downward and disengages it from
the keeper and clasp. Thus by an easy mo-
tion the corset is clasped, and by a different
but equally easy movement the corset is
loosened.

What I claim as my invention is—

In a corset-clasp, the combination of the

busk A, carrying the clasp B, with the clasp
B riveted to and bearing against the busk A,
the lip D, to facilitate the entrance of the
elongated catch ¥ on the busk E under the
clasp B, the keeper C, to engage with the
smooth-edged lip G on the elongated catch
F on the busk E, the busk E, carrying the
elongated cateh ¥, and the elongated catch
T, having the smooth-edged lip G to engage
with the keeper C on the clasp B, all sub-
stantially as deseribed.
, WILLIAM F. McGEE.
Witnesses:
. MELVILLE MCGEE,
J. B. TIMBERLAKE.
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