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WRITING MULTIPLE LEVELS IN A PHASE information in the storage cell using a write - reference volt 
CHANGE MEMORY age that incrementally ramps over a write period . 

In another aspect of the invention , a design structure 
FIELD OF INVENTION tangibly embodied in a machine readable storage medium 

5 for designing , manufacturing , or testing an integrated circuit 
The present disclosure relates to phase change memory is provided . The design structure comprises structures asso 

devices . More specifically , the present disclosure relates to ciated with a predefined minimum feature size and a pre 
a PCM architecture and processes for storing information defined minimum spacing size . In further embodiments , a 
within that architecture . hardware description language ( HDL ) design structure 

10 encoded on a machine - readable data storage medium com 
BACKGROUND prises elements that when processed in a computer - aided 

design system generates a machine - executable representa 
Phase - change memory ( a.k.a. , “ PCM ” or “ PRAM ” ) is a tion of the multi - bit PCM of the present invention . still 

type of nonvolatile memory that stores information using further embodiments , a method in a computer - aided design 
phase change materials . Phase change materials can change system is provided for generating a functional design model 
between a crystalline state and amorphous state . The crys of the multi - bit PCM of the present invention . The method 
talline state has a low electrical resistance in comparison to comprises generating a functional representation of the 

multi - bit PCM of the present invention . the amorphous state . To change from the crystalline state to 
the amorphous state , a current is passed through a phase 20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL change material to melt it via internal joule heating , and then VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS a quench is performed . A change from the amorphous state 
to the crystalline state involves driving a phase change The present invention is described in the detailed descrip 
material to electrical breakdown , and annealing it using tion that follows , in reference to the noted plurality of 
electrical current . Data can be stored and read from the 25 drawings by way of non - limiting examples of exemplary 
phase change material based on its programmed electrical embodiments of the present invention . 
resistance . FIG . 1 shows an exemplary read head of a multi - bit PCM 
By the above process , multiple bits of information may be in accordance with aspects of the invention ; 

stored in a single storage cell of a phase change material to FIG . 2 illustrates a read operation by an exemplary read 
provide a “ multi - bit phase change memory ” ( i.e. , “ multi - bit 30 head of a multi - bit PCM accordance with aspects of the 
PCM ” ) . In a multi - bit PCM , each storage cell can be set with invention ; 
a resistance state selected from a range corresponding to FIG . 3 shows an exemplary write head of a multi - bit PCM 
various intermediate states between the crystalline state and in accordance with aspects of the invention ; 
the amorphous state . For example , different resistance states FIG . 4 illustrates a write operation by an exemplary write 
( e.g. , R1 , R2 , R3 , and R4 ) can represent to different binary 35 head of a multi - bit PCM in accordance with aspects of the 
values ( e.g. , 00 , 01 , 10 , and 11 ) . invention ; 

Current implementations of multi - bit PCMs use a com FIG . 5 shows an exemplary system for a multi - bit PCM 
bination of analog - to - digital converters ( ADCs ) and digital in accordance with aspects of the invention ; 
to analog converters ( DACs ) . However , these implementa FIG . 6 illustrates a process for translating a value in a 
tions are very slow for reading and even slower for writing . 40 multi - bit PCM in accordance with aspects of the invention ; 
In addition , the ADCs and DACs require a large amount of FIGS . 7 and 8 show an exemplary process flow for storing 
chip area . an input value in a multi - bit PCM in accordance with aspects 

of the invention ; 
SUMMARY FIG . 9 illustrates a write process by an exemplary system 

45 in accordance with aspects of the invention ; 
In an aspect of the invention , there is a method for a FIGS . 10-22 illustrate steps of an exemplary write process 

multi - bit phase change memory . The method includes estab in accordance with aspects of the invention ; and 
lishing a write - reference voltage that incrementally ramps FIG . 23 shows a flow diagram of a design process used in 
over a write period . Increments of the write - reference volt semiconductor design , manufacture , and / or test . 
age correspond to discrete resistance states of a storage cell 50 
of the multi - bit phase change memory . DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In another aspect of the invention there is a method for 
storing information in a multi - bit phase change memory . The The present disclosure relates to PCMs . More specifically , 
method includes writing an initial write value in a storage the present disclosure relates to a PCM architecture and 
cell of the multi - bit phase change memory . The storage cell 55 processes for storing information within that architecture . A 
has a predetermined range of discrete resistance states . The PCM architecture in accordance with aspects of the present 
initial write value is a predetermined value at the midpoint invention writes information in PCM storage cells by estab 
of the range . The method also includes reading a value lishing a current ramp which changes its value over a 
stored in the storage cell by the writing . The method further predetermined write time period . The write time period is 
includes comparing the value stored in the storage cell to a 60 broken into equal time increments ( e.g. , 64 increments of 1.5 
target value . Additionally , the method includes adjusting the ns ) , wherein each increment corresponds to a digital write 
value stored in the storage cell based on the comparing . current value . A target value to be stored in the storage cell 

In another aspect of the invention there is a phase change is compared to the digital write current value . At an incre 
memory system comprising a storage cell , a read head , and ment when the values are equal , the ramped current is 
a write head . The read head retrieves information stored in 65 directed through the storage cell , which stores the target 
the storage cell using a read - reference voltage that incre value in the storage cell by changing its physical state and , 
mentally ramps over a read period . The write head stores thereby , its electrical resistance . 



US 10,762,959 B2 
3 4 

In a read operation , a current ramp generates a read mV step ) that corresponds to 64 different resistance states of 
reference voltage for a sense comparator over a predeter the storage cell 105. For example , at the 40th time incre 
mined read time period . The read time period is broken into ment , the 40th voltage step of the read - reference voltage 118 
the same number of time increments as the write time can correspond to a 40th resistance state of the storage cell 
period . When the voltage across the storage cell equals the 5 105. Based on this correspondence , a value stored in the 
reference voltage , the sense comparator triggers . The time storage cell 105 is retrieved . 
increment at which the sense comparator triggers corre The second input 114 of the sense amplifier 110 is 
sponds to the value in the storage cell . electrically connected to the storage cell 105. The storage 
Due to physical and operational variations among storage cell 105 maybe associated with conventional memory lines 

cells of PCMs , storing information in a particular storage 10 so that it can be selected within an array of storage cells for 
cell can involve multiple read and write iterations to adjust reading and writing . More specifically , the storage cell 105 
the stored information such that the actual value stored by may be associated with a bit line ( “ BL ” ) 135 , a word line 
the storage cell ( i.e. , a read value ) reflects the intended value ( “ WL ” ) 137 , a master bit line ( “ MBL ” ) 140 , and a column 
( i.e. , a target value ) . In other words , multiple write iterations decoder line ( " CD " ) 145. The word line 137 selectively 
may be performed to provide sufficient certainty that a value 15 connects the storage cell 105 to ground voltage via transistor 
written to a particular storage cell matches the value that will 155. The column decoder 145 selectively connects the 
be read from that cell . In accordance with aspects of the storage cell 105 and the bit line 135 to the master bit line 140 
invention , the write operation is self - calibrating . That is , the via transistor 165. The storage cell 105 is selected for 
write operation performs an iterative process wherein it reading by the bit line 135 , the word line 137 , and the 
writes a first , nominal value in the center of the expected 20 column decoder 145 such that a voltage corresponding to the 
write range of the storage cell ( e.g. , 32 in a range 0-63 ) . A value of the storage cell 105 is produced on master bit line 
read operation follows the write operation to determine 140 due to the voltage across the storage cell 105 based on 
whether the value read in the storage cell is lower than the its resistance state . Because the resistance state of the 
target value ( e.g. , lower than 32 ) . A number of subsequent storage cell 105 is selectively set to one of a number of 
write / read operations are performed that compare the inter- 25 predefined values , its resistance can be interpreted as infor 
mediate values stored by preceding write iterations with the mation ( e.g. , a combination of data bits ) . 
target value . By doing so , the write operation rewrites the In accordance with aspects of the invention , the read head 
cell over a number of iterations such that the final value 100 performs a read operation as follows . Upon initiation of 
stored is reliably an input value . the read operation , the current source 120 incrementally 

Additionally , in accordance with aspects of the invention , 30 ramps the read - reference voltage 118 from a first predeter 
the multi - bit PCM architecture uses only DACs for perform mined voltage to a second predetermined voltage over a 
ing read and write operations , without using ADCs for predetermined read period ( i.e. , time ) . At one of the time 
reading and writing . Based on digital inputs , a DAC gener increments of the read - reference voltage 118 , a voltage on 
ates a reference current for the read operation and a DAC the master bit line 140 at the input of the sense comparator 
( which may be the same or different than the first ) generates 35 114 ( due to the bit line 135 and the resistance of the storage 
a reference current for the write operation . In embodiments , cell 105 ) is the same or substantially the same ( e.g. , +10 mV ) 
the DACs output current ramps that generate reference as the voltage at the input 112 ( due to the current source 120 
voltages for the read and write operations . The lack of and the resistance across resistor 122 ) . At that time incre 
ADC's in the architecture reduces the area of PCMs in ment , a output signal 150 at the output 116 sense comparator 
semiconductor chips . For example , a multi - bit PCM in 40 110 changes logic state ( e.g. , from high to low ) . The value 
accordance with the instant invention can be implemented a of the time increment indicates the resistance state of the 
chip area that is 10 % smaller or less than a conventional storage cell 105. That is , the increment of the read - reference 
PCM that employs ADCs . voltage 118 at which the sense comparator 110 changes logic 
FIG . 1 shows an exemplary read head 100 for reading state ( i.e. , triggers ) corresponds to the value stored in the 

information from a storage cell 105 of a multi - bit PCM in 45 storage cell 105. For example , the current source 120 can 
accordance with aspects of the invention . The read head 100 ramp - up in 64 time increments ( i.e. , 0-63 ) . If the read output 
includes a sense comparator 110 having a first input 112 , a value 150 at output 116 changes logic states at time incre 
second input 114 , and an output 116. The sense comparator ment 40 , the value stored in the storage cell 105 would be 
110 can be , in embodiments , a device adapted and / or con interpreted to be 40 . 
figured to change logic states ( e.g. , from a high logic state 50 FIG . 2 illustrates a read operation 200 for a storage cell 
to a low logic state ) when the first input 112 and the second ( e.g. , storage cell 105 ) performed by a read head ( e.g. , read 
input 114 are the same or substantially the same ( e.g. , within head 100 ) in accordance with aspects of the invention . Line 
about 10 mV of one another ) . 202 represents a read - reference voltage ( e.g. , read - reference 

The first input 112 of the sense comparator 110 receives voltage 118 ) during an exemplary read process . Line 203 
a read - reference voltage 118 that is ramped ( e.g. , increases ) 55 represents a predetermined read period over which the 
over a predetermined read period . The read - reference volt read - reference voltage is incrementally ramped . Line 204 
age 118 can be generated by a controllable current source represents an output signal ( e.g. , output signal 150 ) of a 
120. In accordance with aspects of the invention , the con sense comparator ( e.g. , sense comparator 110 ) that compares 
trollable current source 120 is a DAC and the read head 100 the read - reference voltage and a voltage across the storage 
does not include any ADCs . The DAC is configured and / or 60 cell . Line 208 represents the range of resistance states to 
adapted to generate a current that is incrementally ramped which the storage cell can be programmed ( i.e. , recorded or 
over a predetermined range ( e.g. , 0.5 V to 1.5 V ) , wherein written ) . 
the increments are equal divisions ( i.e. , time intervals ) of the In accordance with the exemplary embodiment shown in 
read period ( e.g. , 100 ns ) . Each of the increments corre FIG . 2 , the read - reference voltage ( i.e. , line 202 ) is ramped 
sponds to a discrete resistance state of the storage cell 105. 65 up in 64 steps ( i.e. step 0 to step 63 ) from a first voltage V1 
In embodiments , the read - reference voltage 118 is ramped in ( e.g. , 0.5 V ) to a second voltage V2 ( e.g. , 1.5 V ) . The 
64 increments having a respective voltage level ( e.g. , a 15 increments 0-63 of the read - reference voltage correspond to 
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the 64 time increments ( i.e. , time increments 0-63 ) of the voltage over a predetermined write period . The write - refer 
time range ( i.e. , line 203 ) in the 64 resistance states of the ence voltage 118 can be generated by a controllable current 
storage cell ( i.e. , line 208 ) . In embodiments , each time source 320. In accordance with aspects of the invention , the 
increment corresponds to a step - wise increase ( e.g. , by controllable current source 320 is a DAC and the write head 
current source 120 ) in the read - reference voltage . When the 5 300 does not include any ADCs . The DAC is configured and 
read - reference voltage and the voltage across the storage cell adapted to generate a current that incrementally ramps - up 
are the same , or substantially the same ( e.g. , 110 mV ) at over a predetermined range ( e.g. 0.0 V to 1.5 V ) , wherein the 
time increment 37 , the sense comparator triggers . As such , increments are equal time divisions ( e.g. , 1.5 ns ) of the write 
its output ( i.e. , line 204 ) switches from a first logic level V3 period ( e.g. , 100 ns ) . Each of the increments corresponds to 
( e.g. , 1.0 V ) to a second logic level 14 ( e.g. , 0.0V ) , which 10 one of the discrete resistance states of the storage cell 105 . 
corresponds to programmed resistance state 225 of the Additionally , at the output 316 of the buffer 310 , there are 
storage cell . transistors 165 , 324 , 330 , 332 , 336 , and 338 that together 

In accordance with aspects of the invention , the storage selectively provide a write current 340 , the store a value in 
cell can be programmed to have one of a number of discrete the storage cell 105 . 
resistance states . As indicated by divisions 0-63 of line 208 , 15 In accordance with aspects of the invention , writing with 
embodiments of the storage cell has 64 ( i.e. , 0-63 ) resistance different current levels over a wide range using identical 
states . The divisions 208 of the 64 discrete resistance states pulse widths will , over a desired range , yield monotonic 
can be grouped into ranges ( i.e. , buckets ) of values 210 , 212 , results with larger currents causing larger values of resis 
214 , and 216. Each of the ranges of values 210 , 212 , 214 , tance to be given to the storage cell 105. During a write 
and 216 can correspond to a value stored in the storage cell 20 operation , writing is initiated by a write enable signal 339 , 
105. For example , in the example shown in FIG . 2 , resis the bit line 135 , the word line 137 , and the column decoder 
tance states 0 0 . 15 correspond to binary value 00 , 145 in a conventional manner . The write - reference voltage 
resistance states 16 . 31 correspond to binary value 01 , 318 is ramped over the predetermined range by the current 
resistance states 32 ... 47 correspond to binary value 10 , and source 320. A write signal 345 provided to transistor 324 
resistance states 48 63 correspond to binary value 11. It 25 pulses during a specific write current ramp step to write the 
is understood that the number of steps and the number of storage cell 105 to a corresponding resistance state . The 
values , as well as their respective ranges and divisions pulse of the write signal 345 can be triggered based on a 
shown in FIG . 2 are provided for example , and that other clock or a counter at the target value corresponding to an 
steps , values , and divisions can be used in embodiments of increment of the write - reference voltage 318. For example , 
the present invention . 30 a clock or a counter may count time increments from ( e.g. , 

Still referring to FIG . 2 , the 64 steps of the read - reference 0-63 ) corresponding to the steps of the write - reference 
voltage ( i.e. , line 202 ) respectively correspond to the 64 time voltage ( e.g. , 0-63 ) , and trigger the pulse at a particular time 
increments of line 208 and the 64 resistance states 208 of the increment ( e.g. , 32 ) corresponding to a target voltage ( e.g. , 
storage cell . Thus , by determining the time increment at 0.75 V ) . 
which the output of the sense comparator switches from 35 In accordance with aspects of the invention , the write 
voltage level V3 to voltage level V4 , the resistance state 225 head 300 is configured and / or adapted as a current mirror via 
of the storage cell can be determined and the corresponding transistors 332 and 336 , wherein the current driven through 
one of the values 210 , 212 , 214 , and 216 can be interpreted . transistor 338 is reflected as a write current 340 that is driven 
In the example shown in FIG . 2 , the resistance state 225 of through the storage cell 105. The flow of write current 340 
the storage cell has a value of 37. Prior to time increment 0 , 40 can be controlled by the word line 137. That is , the word line 
the output of a sense comparator is initialized to the voltage 137 is either on or off ( 1 V or 0 V ) to control transistor 155 
level V3 . At time increment 0 , a read operation begins and as a switch . 
the read - reference voltage is incrementally ramped from FIG . 4 illustrates an exemplary write operation 400 for a 
voltage V1 to voltage V2 in steps 0 to 63. During the voltage storage cell ( e.g. , storage cell 105 ) performed by a write 
increments 0-36 ( and correspondingly time increments 45 head ( e.g. , write head 300 ) in accordance with aspects of the 
0-36 ) , there is no match between the read - reference voltage invention . Line 402 represents a write - reference voltage 
and voltage across the storage cell . As such , the output of the ( e.g. , write - reference voltage 318 ) that is ramped over a 
sense comparator remains at the first voltage level V3 during predetermined number steps ( e.g. , 64 steps ) from a first 
time increments 0-36 . However , at voltage increment 37 voltage V5 ( e.g. , 0.0V ) to a second voltage V6 ( e.g. , 1.5 V ) . 
( and , correspondingly , time increment 37 ) , the sense com- 50 Line 403 represents a predetermined write time period over 
parator determines that the read - reference voltage is the which the write - reference voltage is ramped . For example , 
same or substantially the same ( e.g. , 110 mV ) as the voltage the write time may be kept by a clock or counter , wherein 
due to the resistance state 225 of the storage cell . As a result , each increment 0-63 of the write period corresponds to a 
the output of the sense comparator changes from voltage step - wise increase ( e.g. , by current source 320 ) in the 
level V3 to voltage level V4 . Since this event occurs at time 55 write - reference voltage . Line 404 represents a write signal 
increment 37 , the resistance state 225 of the storage cell can ( e.g. , write signal 345 ) , that pulses at a particular time 
be interpreted to be 37 , which is in the range 214 that increment to store a value in the storage cell by setting a 
corresponds to a stored value of 10 . corresponding resistance state of the storage cell . Line 208 
FIG . 3 shows an exemplary write head 300 for storing represents the range of resistance states to which the storage 

information in a multi - bit PCM in accordance with aspects 60 cell can be set ( i.e. , recorded or written ) based on the 
of the invention . The write head 300 includes a buffer 310 write - reference voltage . 
having a first input 312 , a second input 314 , and an output In the example shown in FIG . 4 , a target resistance state 
316. The buffer 310 can be , in embodiments , configured 425 of the storage cell has a value of 35. Initially , the write 
and / or adapted as a unity gain amplifier by tying the output signal ( i.e. , line 404 ) is in a low logic state ( e.g. , 0.0 V ) as 
316 to the second input 314. The first input 312 of the buffer 65 write - reference voltage 318 ( i.e. , line 402 ) ramps from V5 to 
310 receives a write - reference voltage 318 that incremen V6 over steps 0-63 corresponding to time increments 0-63 . 
tally ramps ( e.g. , increases ) from a first voltage to a second At time increment 35 and step 35 of the write - reference 
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voltage , which correspond to the value to be recorded in the that may be stored in the storage cell 105. In embodiments , 
storage element , the write signal pulses from a low logic the write head controller 505 translates the input value to a 
state V7 ( e.g. , 0.0 V ) to a high logic state V8 ( e.g. , 1.0 V ) target value by adding the received input value with the bits 
to store the value in the storage cell . As is evident in FIG . 4 , 1000. For example , an input value of 10 can be added to 
the resistance state 425 of step 35 is in range 214 of the 64 5 provide a target value of 101000 ( i.e. , 40 in decimal ) . 
resistance states of the storage cell ( i.e. , line 208 ) , which However , other methods of translation may be used in 
corresponds to the binary value 10 being stored in the embodiments of the invention . For example , the write head 
storage cell . controller 505 may use a lookup table that maps input values 
FIG . 5 shows an exemplary system 500 for writing to target values . 

information to and reading information from the storage cell 10 Additionally , the write head controller 505 determines a 
105 in accordance with aspects of the present invention . The write value of the write signal 345 for writing to the storage 
system 500 stores a value of an input signal 504 to the cell 105. In accordance with aspects of the invention , the 
storage cell 105 in an iterative process of writing and write head controller 505 triggers a pulse of the write signal 
reading . The system 500 includes the storage cell 105 , the 345 based on the target value ( e.g. , in a manner similar to 
read head 100 , the write head 300 , input / output pins 503 , a 15 that described with respect to line 404 in FIG . 4 ) . The write 
write head controller 505 , a read head controller 510 , and a head controller 505 can determine the write value based on 
column decoder ( " CD " ) multiplexer 535 . the target value based on a write value from a previous write 

While the example shown in FIG . 5 includes one storage iteration during a write process . For example , the write 
cell 105 , multi - bit PCMs in accordance with aspects of the control 505 head increases or decreases the write value from 
invention can include large , addressable arrays of such 20 an immediately preceding write iteration based on compari 
storage cells that are written and read by write control heads son of a value read from the storage cell 105 after the 
and read control heads which are the same or similar to write immediately preceding write iteration and the target value . 
head controller 505 and read head controller 510 . By doing so , the system 500 iteratively adjusts the target 

The input / output pins 503 correspond to the storage value written to the storage cell 105 over several write 
element 105. In embodiments , there are two input / output 25 iterations . 
pins 503 that that receive the input value from , e.g. , a Still referring to FIG . 5 , the read head controller 510 is a 
memory controller , and provide it as the input signal 504 to device , software , or a combination thereof that receives the 
the write head controller 505. Memory controllers that send read output signal 150 from of the read head 100 and 
and receive information from memory are conventional in determines a value of the information stored in the storage 
computer processing systems and are understood by those 30 cell 105. In embodiments , the read output signal 150 of the 
having ordinary skill in the relevant art such that further read head 100 changes states when the current step of the 
explanation is not required for such artisans to make and use read - reference voltage 118 ( e.g. 0-63 ) corresponds to the 
the invention . In embodiments , the input signal 504 includes resistance state ( e.g. , 0-63 ) of the storage cell 105. For 
2 - bits of data corresponding to one of four possible input example , a comparator ( e.g. , comparator 110 ) triggers when 
values ( e.g. , 00 , 01 , 10 , and 11 in binary ) . It is understood , 35 the ramped read - reference voltage 118 is the same ( or 
however , that embodiments of the invention are not limited substantially the same ) as the voltage across the storage cell 
to two pins or 2 - bits of data , and that other embodiments 105 due to its programmed resistance state . Thus , based on 
may user more pins ( e.g. , 3 or more pins that carry 3 or more the time at which the read output signal 150 changes states 
bits of data ) . Further , a number of storage cells can be used ( e.g. , 35 ) , the read head controller 510 determines ( i.e. , 
together to store words that are greater than 2 - bits . For 40 retrieves ) the corresponding value stored by the storage cell 
example , four storage cells may each store 2 - bits of an 8 - bit 105 ( e.g. , 35 ) . 
word . Additionally , in accordance with aspects of the invention , 

The write head controller 505 is a device , software , or a the read head controller 510 provides a read signal 515 to the 
combination thereof that determines a target value for the write head controller 505 that feeds back the value of the 
storage cell 105 based on an input value provided by the 45 storage cell 105 for use in the determining write values in 
input signal 504. The target value is used to control the iterations of a write process . In embodiments , the read head 
writing of the storage cell 105 to one of the range of controller 510 provides only the most significant bits ( e.g. , 
resistance states by the write head 300. In accordance with the three most significant bits ) of the value of the storage cell 
aspects of the invention , each target value corresponds to at in the read signal 515. Additionally , the read head controller 
least one of the resistance states of the storage cell 105. In 50 510 provides the read signal 515 to the input / output pins 503 
embodiments , the range of resistance states of the storage as an output to , e.g. , a memory controller . In embodiments , 
cell 105 is greater than the range of input values . For the read head controller 510 provides only the most signifi 
example , the range of resistance states can include 64 cant bits ( e.g. , the two most significant bits ) in the read 
discrete resistances 000000 to 111111 in binary notation signal 515 , which represent a 3 - bit value ( e.g. , 00 , 01 , 10 , 
( i.e. , 0-63 in decimal notation ) , and the range of input values 55 and 11 ) of the value stored in the storage cell 105 . 
can include values 00 to 11 ( i.e. , 0-3 in decimal notation ) . The write head 300 is a device , software , or a combination 
Thus , each resistance state of the storage cell 105 can thereof that writes information to the storage cell 105 by 
correspond to a 6 - bit value , whereas each input value can programming it with a selected resistance state . The write 
correspond to a 2 - bit value . Accordingly , in embodiments , head 300 may be the same or similar the one shown in FIG . 
the write head controller 505 translates the 2 - bit input value 60 3. During a write operation within a write process , the write 
to a 6 - bit value . For example , the write head controller 505 head 300 generates ramped write reference voltage 318 that 
can convert the input values 00 , 01 , 10 , and 11 ( i.e. 0 , 1 , 2 , provides the write current 340 to the storage cell 105. The 
and 3 in decimal notation ) to target values of 001000 , write signal 345 triggers the write current 340 , which stores 
011000 , 101000 , and 111000 ( i.e. , 8 , 24 , 40 , and 56 in the target value in the storage cell 105 based on the value of 
decimal notation ) , respectively . By providing a range of 65 the write reference voltage 318 at the write value determined 
resistance states for each input value , the system 500 pro by the write head controller 505. For example , when the 
vides a margin of error between the different input values write value is 40 , the write head controller 505 controls the 
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write signal 345 to pulse at voltage step 40 of the write decimal notation ) , respectively . That is , 00 is mapped to 
reference voltage 318. The write head controller 505 may 001000 ; 01 is mapped to 011000 ) ; 10 is mapped to 101000 ; 
determine the timing of the pulse for the write signal 345 and 11 can be mapped to 111000. Doing so provides a 16 - bit 
based on a write clock signal 520 that drives a counter in the margin for errors around each of the four target values . 
write head controller , wherein the counter is synchronized 5 In accordance with aspects of the invention , the most 
with the steps of the write - reference voltage 318. In embodi significant bits of each range are the same as the input value . 
ments , both the write head controller 505 and the write head For the input value of 00 , the two most significant bits are 
300 receive the write clock signal 520 such that a counter in the range 000000-001111 are 00. For the input value of 
maintained by the write head controller 505 is synchronized 01 , the two most significant bits in the range 010000-011111 
with the write - reference voltage 318 ( i.e. time increments 10 are 01. For the input value of 10 , the two most significant 
0-63 correspond to voltage steps 0-63 ) . bits in the range 100000-101111 are 10. For the input value 

The read head 100 is a device , software , or a combination of 11 , the two most significant bits in the range 110000 
thereof that reads the storage cell 105 by determining its 111111 are 11. Thus , there is a direct correspondence 
resistance state . The read head 100 may be the same or between a 2 - bit input value and the two most significant bits 
similar to the read head 100 in FIG . 1. During a read 15 of the ranges of resistance states . As such , translation from 
operation within a write process , the read head 100 applies a resistance range to a 2 - bit value can be performed by 
a voltage to the master bit line 140 , and compares voltage determining the two most significant bits . 
across the storage element 105 due to its programmed As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art , aspects of 
resistance with the ramped read - reference voltage 118. That the present invention may be embodied as a system , method 
is , the output signal 150 of the read head 100 changes logic 20 or computer program product . Accordingly , aspects of the 
states when these two voltages are the same . The read head present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware 
controller 510 determines the value stored in the storage cell embodiment , an entirely software embodiment ( including 
105 based on a time increment ( e.g. 35 in decimal ) at which firmware , resident software , micro - code , etc. ) or an embodi 
the read head output signal 150 changes states ( i.e. , triggers ) . ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all 
To determine the time increment , the master read head 510 25 generally be referred to herein as a “ circuit , ” “ module ” or 
can receive a read clock signal 525 that drives a counter “ system . ” Furthermore , aspects of the present invention may 
maintained by the read head controller 510 , and that is take the form of a computer program product embodied in 
synchronized with the time increments of the read - reference one or more computer readable mediums having computer 
voltage 118 based on read clock signal 525. In embodiments , readable program code embodied thereon . 
both the read head controller 510 and the read head 100 30 Any combination of one or more computer readable 
receive the read clock signal 525 such that a counter medium ( s ) may be utilized . The computer readable medium 
maintained by the read head controller 510 is synchronized may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer 
with the read - reference voltage 318 ( i.e. time increments readable storage medium . A computer readable storage 
0-63 correspond to voltage increments 0-63 ) . medium may be , for example , but not limited to , an elec 

The column decoder line multiplexer ( i.e. , “ CD Mux ” ) 35 tronic , magnetic , optical , electromagnetic , infrared , or semi 
535 includes transistor 165 that receives column decoder conductor system , apparatus , or device , or any suitable 
line 145. Additionally , column decoder line multiplexer 535 combination of the foregoing . More specific examples ( a 
can include control logic that selectively controls electrically non - exhaustive list ) of the computer readable storage 
connections of the read head 100 and the write head 300 to medium would include the following : an electrical connec 
the storage cell 105 such that they are not connected at the 40 tion having one or more wires , a portable computer diskette , 
same time . For example , the control logic may connect the a hard disk , a random access memory ( RAM ) , a read - only 
write head 300 or the read head 100 based on the state of a memory ( ROM ) , an erasable programmable read - only 
write enable signal ( e.g. , write enable signal 339 ) and the memory ( EPROM or Flash memory ) , an optical fiber , a 
read enable signal 550 . portable compact disc read - only memory ( CD - ROM ) , an 
FIG . 6 illustrates a process for translating an input value 45 optical storage device , a magnetic storage device , or any 

to a target value in accordance with embodiments of the suitable combination of the foregoing . In the context of this 
invention . In embodiments , the translation is performed by document , a computer readable storage medium may be any 
a device ( e.g. , write head controller 505 ) using hardware , tangible medium that can contain or store a program for use 
software , or a combination thereof . In embodiments , 2 - bit by or in connection with an instruction execution system , 
input value ( e.g. , from input signal 504 ) is stored in a storage 50 apparatus , or device . 
cell ( e.g. , storage cell 105 ) that is configured and / or adapted Computer program code for carrying out operations for 
to have 64 discrete resistance states ( e.g. , 000000-111111 in aspects of the present invention may be written in any 
binary notation ) , wherein each resistance state is associated combination of one or more programming languages , 
with a target value ( e.g. , 000000-111111 in binary notation ) . including an object oriented programming language such as 
As such , the 2 - bit input value ( i.e. , 00 , 01 , 10 , and 11 in 55 Java , Smalltalk , C ++ or the like and conventional procedural 
binary notation ) is translated to a 6 - bit target value , which programming languages , such as the “ C ” programming 
corresponds to one of the 64 discrete resistance states . language or similar programming languages . The program 

In accordance with aspects of the invention , each of the code may execute entirely on the user's computer , partly on 
four input value 00 , 01 , 10 , and 11 is mapped to a value at the user's computer , as a stand - alone software package , 
the midpoint of a corresponding range of the resistance 60 partly on the user's computer and partly on a remote 
states . In embodiments , these four ranges are 000000 computer or entirely on the remote computer or server . In the 
001111 ( i.e. , 0-15 in decimal notation ) , 010000-011111 i.e. , latter scenario , the remote computer may be connected to the 
16-31 in decimal notation ) , 100000-101111 ( i.e. , 32-47 in user's computer through any type of network , including a 
decimal notation ) , and 110000-111111 ( i.e. , 48-63 in deci local area network ( LAN ) or a wide area network ( WAN ) , or 
mal notation ) . The midpoint of each range is 001000 ( i.e. , 8 65 the connection may be made to an external computer ( for 
in decimal notation ) , 011000 ( i.e. , 24 in decimal notation ) , example , through the Internet using an Internet Service 
101000 ( i.e. , 40 in decimal notation ) , and 111000 ( i.e. , 56 in Provider ) . 
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Aspects of the present invention are described below with tions , which include seven write operations and six read 
reference to flowchart illustrations and / or block diagrams of operations , wherein the last iteration is solely a write opera 
methods , apparatus ( systems ) and computer program prod tion . 
ucts according to embodiments of the invention . It will be In accordance with aspects of the invention , the first 
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations 5 iteration writes a predetermined write value ( e.g. , 32 in 
and / or block diagrams , and combinations of blocks in the decimal notation ) to the midpoint of the resistance range of 
flowchart illustrations and / or block diagrams , can be imple the storage cell . Doing so places a first value in the center of 
mented by computer program instructions . These computer the entire resistance range of the PCM cell storage cell ( e.g. , 
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a storage cell 105 ) to precondition the storage cell . The 
general purpose computer , special purpose computer , or 10 subsequent write iterations iteratively adjust the initial write 
other programmable data processing apparatus to produce a value though a number of intermediate values to the target 

value . That is , the subsequent , read operations determine if machine , such that the instructions , which execute via the the resulting value read from the storage cell is lower than processor of the computer or other programmable data a target value ( i.e. , the 6 - bit value determined from the 2 - bit processing apparatus , create means for implementing the 15 input value ) . In accordance with aspects of the invention , no functions / acts specified in the flowchart and / or block dia comparison is made to see if the stored value is " close 
gram block or blocks . enough ” to the target value . In other words , there is no 

These computer program instructions may also be stored determination of whether the stored value is within a pre 
in a computer readable medium that can direct a computer , determined range of the target value . Thus , in embodiments 
other programmable data processing apparatus , or other 20 of the present invention , no verification step is necessary . 
devices to function in a particular manner , such that the However , in some embodiments , such a verification step can 
instructions stored in the computer readable medium pro be included in the process . 
duce an article of manufacture including instructions which Additionally , in accordance with aspects of the invention , 
implement the function / act specified in the flowchart and / or after the first write iteration , each of the subsequent write 
block diagram block or blocks . 25 iterations correspond to a respective one of the bits in the 

The computer program instructions may also be loaded write value . In embodiments , each write iteration after the 
onto a computer , other programmable data processing appa first determines the respective one of the plurality of bits . 
ratus , or other devices to cause a series of operational steps For example , for a 6 - bit target value , a write process can 
to be performed on the computer , other programmable include seven iterations , wherein the first iteration writes an 
apparatus or other devices to produce a computer imple 30 initial , predetermined value and the six subsequent iterations 
mented process such that the instructions which execute on set a respective bit of the target value by iteratively modi 
the computer or other programmable apparatus provide fying the initial value . The modification can be performed in 

a bit - wise order from the most significant bit to the least processes for implementing the functions / acts specified in significant bit . That is , the second pass determines the most the flowchart and / or block diagram block or blocks . 35 significant bit ( i.e. , bit 5 ) ; the third pass determines the next FIGS . 7 and 8 show an exemplary process flow 700 for most significant bit ( i.e. , bit 4 ) ; the fourth pass determines performing aspects of the present invention . The steps of the next most significant bit ( i.e. , bit 3 ) ; the fifth pass FIGS . 7 and 8 can be implemented in the system shown in determines the next most significant bit ( i.e. , bit 2 ) ; the sixth 
FIG . 5 . pass determines the next most significant bit ( i.e. , bit 1 ) ; and 

The flowchart in FIGS . 7 and 8 illustrate the architecture , 40 the seventh pass determines the least significant bit ( i.e. , bit functionality , and operation of possible implementations of 
systems , methods , and computer program products accord Referring back to FIG . 7 , at step 701 a multi - bit PCM 
ing to various embodiments of the present invention . In this circuit ( e.g. , system 500 ) receives input value ( e.g. , 10 in 
regard , each block in the flowchart or block diagrams may binary notation ) via input / output pins ( e.g. , input / output pins 
represent a module , segment , or portion of code , which 45 503 ) . At step 702 , the circuit translates the input value to a 
includes one or more executable instructions for implement target value to be stored in a storage cell based on the input 
ing the specified logical function ( s ) . It should also be noted value ( e.g. , in the manner described with respect to FIGS . 5 
that , in some alternative implementations , the functions and 6 ) . In embodiments , the input value is a 2 - bit number 
noted in the block may occur out of the order noted in the and the multi - bit PCM circuit ( e.g. , using write controller 
figures . For example , two blocks shown in succession may , 50 505 ) pads the input value with predefined bits to form a 6 - bit 
in fact , be executed substantially concurrently , or the blocks value . For example , the pad value may be 1000 in binary , 
may sometimes be executed in the reverse order , depending such that the input values 00 , 01 , 10 , and 11 are translated 
upon the functionality involved . It will also be noted that to write values of 001000 , 011000 , 101000 , and 111000 , 
each block of the block diagrams and / or flowchart illustra respectively . 
tion , and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams 55 At step 703 , the circuit begins a first write iteration 703 , 
and / or flowchart illustration , can be implemented by special which may be triggered by a write enable signal ( e.g. , write 
purpose hardware - based systems that perform the specified enable signal 339 ) from a memory controller . At step 705 , 
functions or acts , or combinations of special purpose hard the circuit sets the write value corresponding to the middle 
ware and computer instructions . of the resistance range of the storage cell . In embodiments , 

FIGS . 7 and 8 show an exemplary process flow 700 for 60 the resistance range is 000000 to 111111 ( i.e. O to 63 in 
storing an input value in a storage cell ( e.g. , storage cell 105 ) decimal notation ) and , as such , the middle of storage range 
in accordance with aspects of the invention . The process is is 100000 ( i.e. , 32 in decimal notation ) . 
performed in a sequence of iterative write and read opera At step 707 , the circuit ( e.g. , using write head 300 ) writes 
tions that each progressively adjust an initial value stored in the target value of 100000 to the storage cell ( e.g. , in the 
the storage cell through a number of intermediate values to 65 manner described with respect to FIGS . 3 and 4 ) . At step 
arrive at a target value selected for the cell . In the example 708 , the circuit ( e.g. , using read head 100 ) reads the stored 
shown in FIGS . 7 and 8 , the process includes seven itera value in the storage cell that resulted from the write opera 

0 ) . 
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tion of the first write iteration at step 707 ( e.g. , in the manner fourth write iteration modifies the write value at step 729 
described with respect to FIGS . 1 and 2 ) . Due to physical based on the read value from step 731 and the target value 
and operational variations among storage cells , the read from step 702. More specifically , at step 735 , the circuit 
value may not be equal to the write value . For example , the determines whether the read value is greater than or equal to 
read value in this example may be 100101 compared to the 5 the target value . In embodiments , the comparison uses only 
write value of 100000 . the three most significant bits of the read value and pads 

At step 709 , the circuit begins a second write iteration , them with zeros to provide a 6 - bit value for comparison . For 
which may be triggered by an end of the first write operation . example , assuming the process followed the path including 
The second write iteration modifies the write value from step step 727 , the read value can be 101101. Accordingly , at step 
705 based on the read value from step 707 and the target 10 735 , it can be determined whether the three most significant 
value from step 702. More specifically , at step 711 , the bits of the read value ( e.g. 101101 ) are greater than the three 
circuit ( e.g. , using the write head controller 505 ) determines most significant bits of the target value ( e.g. , 101000 ) . 
whether the read value from step 708 ( e.g. , 100101 ) is At step 737 , if the circuit determines that the read value 
greater than or equal to the target value from step 702 ( i.e. , from step 731 is not greater than or equal to the target value , 
101000 ) . In embodiments , the comparison uses only the 15 then the circuit increases the write value from step 729. In 
three most significant bits of the read value and pads them embodiments , the next two most significant bits of the value 
with zeros to provide a 6 - bit value for comparison . That is , from step 729 are incremented . For example , the write value 
the circuit can determine whether the three most significant from step 729 can be set to XX1000 ( wherein XX corre 
bits of read value ( e.g. , 100101 ) is greater than or equal to spond to the respective bits of the write value from step 729 ) . 
the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . 20 Otherwise at step 739 , if the circuit determines in step 735 

At step 713 , if the circuit determines in step 711 that the that the read value from step 731 is greater than or equal to 
read value is not greater than or equal to the target value , the target value , then the circuit decreases the write value 
then the circuit increases the write value from step 707. In from step 729. In embodiments , the next two most signifi 
embodiments , the two most significant bits of the value from cant bits of the value from step 729 are decremented . For 
step 707 are incremented . For example , the write word from 25 example , the write value from step 729 can be set to XX0100 
step 707 can be set to 110000. Otherwise at step 715 , if the ( wherein XX correspond to the respective bits of the write 
circuit determines in step 711 that the read value is greater value from step 729 ) . 
than or equal to the target value , then the circuit decreases At step 741 , the circuit writes the write value determined 
the write value from step 707. In embodiments , the two most at step 737 or step 739 to the storage cell . FIG . 8 continues 
significant bits of the value from step 707 are decremented . 30 the process 700 shown in from point A. At step 743 , the 
For example , the write word from step 707 can be set to circuit reads the value written in the storage cell at step 741 . 
010000 At step 745 , the circuit begins a fifth write iteration . The fifth 
At step 717 , the circuit writes the write value determined write iteration modifies the write value from step 741 based 

at step 713 or step 715 to the storage cell . At step 719 , the on the read value from step 743 and the target value from 
circuit reads the value written in the storage cell at step 717. 35 step 702. More specifically , at step 747 , the circuit deter 
At step 721 , the circuit begins a third write iteration . The mines whether the read value from step 743 is greater than 
third write iteration modifies the write value from step 717 or equal to the target value ( e.g. , 101000 ) . In embodiments , 
based on the read value from step 719 and the target value the comparison uses only the three most significant bits of 
from step 702. More specifically , at step 723 , the circuit the read value and pads them with zeros to provide a 6 - bit 
determines whether the read value is greater than or equal to 40 value for comparison . For example , assuming the process 
the target value . In embodiments , the comparison uses only followed the path including step 739 , the read value can be 
the three most significant bits of the read value and pads 100111. Accordingly , at step 747 , it can be determined 
them with zeros to provide a 6 - bit value for comparison . For whether the three most significant bits of the read value ( e.g. 
example , assuming the process followed the path including 101000 ) are greater than the three most significant bits of the 
step 713 , the read value can be 110101. Accordingly , at step 45 target value ( e.g. , 101000 ) . 
723 , it can be determined whether the three most significant At step 749 , if the circuit determines that the read value 
bits of the read value ( e.g. , 110101 ) are greater than the three from step 743 is not greater than or equal to the target value 
most significant bits of the target value ( e.g. , 101000 ) . from step 702 , then the circuit increases the write value from 

At step 725 , if the circuit determines in step 723 that the step 741. In embodiments , the next two most significant bits 
read value from step 719 is not greater than or equal to the 50 of the value from step 741 are incremented . For example , the 
target value , then the circuit increases the write value from write value from step 741 can be set to XXX110 ( wherein 
step 717. In embodiments , the next two most significant bits XXX correspond to the respective bits of the write value 
of the value from step 717 are incremented . For example , the from step 741 ) . Otherwise at step 751 , if the circuit deter 
write value from step 717 can be set to X11000 ( wherein X mines in step 747 that the read value from step 743 is greater 
corresponds to the respective bit of the write value from step 55 than or equal to the target value from step 702 , then the 
717 ) . Otherwise at step 727 , if the circuit determines in step circuit decreases the write value from step 741. In embodi 
723 that the read value from step 719 is greater than or equal ments , the next two most significant bits of the value from 
to the target value , then the circuit decreases the write value step 741 are decremented . For example , the write value from 
from step 717. In embodiments , the next two most signifi step 741 can be set to XXX010 ( wherein XXX correspond 
cant bits of the value from step 717 are decremented . For 60 to the respective bits of the write value from step 741 ) . 
example , the write value from step 717 can be set to X01000 At step 753 , the circuit writes the write value determined 
( wherein X corresponds to the respective bit of the write at step 749 or step 751 to the storage cell . At step 755 , the 
value from step 717 ) . circuit reads the value written in the storage cell at step 753 . 

At step 729 , the circuit writes the write value determined At step 757 , the circuit begins a sixth write iteration . The 
at step 725 or step 727 to the storage cell . At step 731 , the 65 sixth write iteration modifies the write value from step 753 
circuit reads the value written in the storage cell at step 729 . based on the read value from step 755 and the target value 
At step 735 , the circuit begins a fourth write iteration . The from step 702. More specifically , at step 759 , the circuit 
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determines whether the read value is greater than or equal to to be the middle of the resistance range of the storage cell 
the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . In embodiments , the com ( e.g. , 32 of 64 resistance states ) . Subsequent iterations tune 
parison uses only the three most significant bits of the read the initial write value such that the value written in the final 
value and pads them with zeros for comparison . For iteration ( i.e. , the seventh iteration 769 ) will result in a value 
example , assuming the process followed the path including 5 stored in the cell that , when subsequently read , will result in 
step 749 , the read value can be 100111. Accordingly , at step a read value that is the same or substantially the same as the 
759 , it can be determined whether the three most significant target value . Accordingly , the circuit reliably outputs the 
bits of the read value ( e.g. 100111 ) are greater than the three input value . 
most significant bits of the target value ( e.g. , 101000 ) . In the example shown in FIGS . 7 and 8 , process 700 

At step 761 , if the circuit determines that the read value 10 includes seven iterations , which include seven write opera 
from step 755 is not greater than or equal to the target value tions and six read operations to store a two - bit input value . 
from step 702 , then the circuit increases the write value from Embodiments of the invention may use other numbers of 
step 753. In embodiments , the next two most significant bits iterations to store different numbers of bits . Further , in 
of the value from step 753 are incremented . For example , the embodiments , “ direct writing ” of values can be used in 
write value from step 753 can be set to XXXX11 ( wherein 15 combination with process 700. For example , embodiments 
XXXX correspond to the respective bits of the write value can use a single write step ( e.g. step 707 ) to write the lowest 
from step 753 ) . Otherwise at step 763 , if the circuit deter input value ( i.e. , 00 ) and the highest input value ( i.e. , 11 ) 
mines that the read value from step 755 is greater than or without multiple iterations . In other words , the input value 
equal to the target value from step 702 , then the circuit 00 can be written in a single write step ( e.g. , step 707 ) to the 
decreases the write value from step 753. In embodiments , 20 lowest possible target value of 000000. Similarly , the input 
the next two most significant bits of the value from step 753 value 11 bit can be written in a single write step to the 
are decremented . For example , the write value from step 753 highest possible target value of 1111111. Input values other 
can be set to XXXX01 ( wherein XXXX correspond to the than 00 or 11 would still be written using process 700. By 
respective bits of the write value from step 753 ) . performing such a “ direct write ” of the 00 and 11 inputs , 

At step 765 , the circuit writes the write value determined 25 embodiments of the invention would decrease the total write 
at step 761 or step 763 to the storage cell . At step 767 , the time . 
circuit reads the value written in the storage cell at step 765 . FIG . 9 illustrates a write process ( e.g. , process 700 ) by an 
At step 769 , the circuit begins a seventh write iteration . exemplary system ( e.g. , system 500 ) in accordance with 
Notably , in embodiments of the invention , the final write aspects of the invention . FIG . 9 shows a relationship 
iteration does not include a corresponding read iteration . The 30 between timing of signals in an exemplary write process 
seventh write iteration modifies the write value at step 765 ( e.g. , process 700 ) . The signals includes the write enable 
based on the read value from step 767 and the target value signal 339 , the read enable signal 550 , write - reference 
from step 702. More specifically , at step 771 , the circuit voltage 31 write signal 345 , read reference signal 118 , and 
determines whether the read value is greater than or equal to output signal 150. The write enable signal 339 is a control 
the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . In embodiments , the com- 35 logic signal received from , for example , a memory control 
parison uses only the three most significant bits of the read ler that activates the write process . In embodiments , the 
value and pads them with zeros for comparison . For write process includes seven write iterations ( e.g. , steps 703 , 
example , assuming the process followed the path including 709 , 721 , 733 , 745 , 757 , and 769 ) . The write enable signal 
step 761 , the read value can be 101000. Accordingly , at step 339 in a high logic state throughout the write process , 
771 , it can be determined whether the three most significant 40 including each write iteration . 
bits of the read value ( e.g. 101000 ) are equal to the three The read enable signal 550 is a control logic signal 
most significant bits of the target value ( e.g. , 101000 ) . generated by the system ( e.g. , read head 100 ) that activates 

At step 773 , if the circuit determines that the read value read operations . For example , where the write process 
from step 767 is not greater than or equal to the target value includes seven write iterations , including six read operations 
from step 702 , then the circuit increases the write value from 45 ( e.g. , steps 708 , 719 , 731 , 743 , 755 , and 767 ) , the system can 
step 765. In embodiments , the least significant bit of the set the read signal 550 to a logic high state to trigger the read 
value from step 765 is incremented . For example , the write operations between each of the write operations ( e.g. , steps 
value from step 765 can be set to XXXXX1 ( wherein 707 , 717 , 729 , 741 , 753 , 765 , and 777 ) . As shown in FIG . 9 , 
XXXXX correspond to the respective bits of the write value the read signal 550 is placed in high logic state to start the 
from step 765 ) . Otherwise at step 775 , if the circuit deter- 50 read operations after completion of the write operations . 
mines that the read value from step 767 is greater than or The write - reference voltage 318 is a time - varying signal 
equal to the target value from step 702 , then the circuit that ramps ( e.g. increases ) during the period of each write 
decreases the write value from step 765. In embodiments , iteration to provide current that is used to write values to a 
the least significant bit of the value from step 765 is storage cell ( e.g. , storage cell 105 ) . For example , in an 
decremented . For example , the write value from step 765 55 exemplary write operation ( e.g. , process flow 700 ) including 
can be set to XXXXX0 ( wherein XXXXX correspond to the seven write iterations , there are seven write ramps 931 ... 
respective bits of the write value from step 765 ) . At step 777 , 937 of the write signal corresponding to each write operation 
the circuit writes the write value determined at step 773 or ( e.g. , steps 707 , 717 , 729 , 741 , 753 , 765 , and 777 ) . Each of 
step 775 to the storage cell . After step 777 , the process 700 the write ramps 931 ... 937 increase a current that can be 
ends . 60 driven into the storage cell . 

In the process 700 , the input value of 10 ( i.e. , 2 in decimal The write signal 345 is a control logic signal determined 
notation ) is used to generate the target value 101000 ( i.e. , 40 by the system that triggers the writing of a value to the 
in decimal notation ) . In accordance with aspects of the storage cell at a particular time corresponding to a value of 
invention , a number of iterations are used to write the target the write - reference voltage 318. For example , when the 
value to accommodate variations in different storage cells . 65 write - reference voltage 318 ramps up ( e.g. , from 0 to 63 ) 
That is , in the initial iteration ( i.e. , the first write iteration over time ( e.g. , time increments 0-63 ) , the write signal 
703 ) the write value is always the same value that is selected pulses ( e.g. , from a low logic state to a high logic state ) at 
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a time ( e.g. , time increment 32 ) to program a corresponding signal 345 such that it pulses at 32nd time increment when 
resistance state of the storage cell , which represents infor a ramped write - reference voltage 318 is at a 32nd step ( i.e. 
mation ( e.g. , 32 ) . In accordance with aspects of the inven step 100000 ) that corresponds to the a 32nd resistance state 
tion , each of the write operations ( e.g. , steps 707 , 717 , 729 , of the storage cell . 
741 , 753 , 765 , and 777 ) generates a pulse 941 ... 947 at a FIG . 11 shows a first read operation ( e.g. , step 708 ) of the 
particular time during a corresponding write ramp 931 .. exemplary write process . As shown the read - reference signal 
937 such that the current voltage of the write ramps 118 is ramped from an initial voltage step 0 to a final voltage 931 ... 937 drives current into the storage cell to change the step 63. The ramping of the read reference signal 118 can be resistive state of the storage cell . triggered by a read enable signal ( e.g. , read control signal The read - reference voltage 118 is a time - varying signal 10 550 ) at the end of the first write operation . When read that increases ( i.e. , ramps ) over time to provide current used 
to read values from the storage cell . In embodiments , there reference voltage 118 is the same as the voltage across the 
are six read ramps 951 ... 956 of the read control signal storage cell due to the stored value , the read output signal 
corresponding to each read operations ( e.g. , steps 708 , 719 , 150 switches logic states . In this example , the read output 
731 , 743. 755 , and 767 ) . Each increment of time and voltage 15 signal 150 switches states at step 37 of the read reference 
( e.g. , steps ) of the read - reference voltage 118 corresponds to signal . Accordingly , the multi - bit PCM determines that the 
a discrete resistance state of the storage cell . For example , value of storage cell is 37 ( i.e. , 100101 in binary ) . This value 
the read - reference voltage 118 can increase in 64 steps that may be obtained from a counter synced with the step of the 
correspond to 64 discrete resistance states of the storage cell . read reference signal 118. The difference between the write 
The read output signal 150 is a logic signal that indicates 20 value of 32 and the read value of 37 may be due physical and 

the value of the storage cell during a read operation ( e.g. , operational variations among storage cells such that the 
steps 708 , 719 , 731 , 743. 755 , and 767 ) . The read output voltage of the write reference signal 318 at step 32 does not 
signal 150 change logic states ( e.g. , from a high logic state align with the corresponding resistance of the storage cell . 
to a low logic state ) at the time when the ramped voltage of FIGS . 12 and 13 illustrate a second write iteration ( e.g. , 
the read reference signal 118 is the same as the voltage 25 step 709 ) . Here , the system stores the write value to 48 ( i.e. , 
across the storage cell . As such , the time the read output 110000 ) . This write value is determined based on the dif 
signal 150 changes state indicates the value stored in the ference between the read value in FIG . 11 ( i.e. 100101 ) and 
storage cell . For example , in FIG . 9 , the read output signal the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . That is , in accordance with 
changes states at 961 ... 966 . aspects of the invention , the system compares the three most 
FIGS . 10-22 illustrate an exemplary write process ( e.g. , 30 significant bits of the read value ( i.e. , 100101 ) with those of 

process 700 ) for a multi - bit PCM system ( e.g. , system 500 ) the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . Since the read value is less 
in accordance with aspects of the invention . In the present than the target value , the system increases the write value 
example , the system stores 2 - bits of information represent from 100000 ( i.e. , 32 ) to 1100000 ( i.e. , 48 ) by incrementing 
ing the binary value 10 , which is stored in a single storage the two - most significant bits , which increase the value by 16 
cell of the multi - bit PCM . These 2 - bits may be part of a 35 ( i.e. , from 32 to 48 ) . 
larger binary value that is stored in using several storage Referring to FIG . 12 , the system stores the determined 
cells of the multi - bit PCM . For example , an 8 - bit word can write value of 48 ( i.e. , 110000 ) in the storage cell . Accord 
be stored in four storage cells . ingly , in a second write operation ( e.g. , step 717 ) , the system 

In accordance with aspects of the invention , the received triggers the write signal 345 such that it pulses at 48th time 
input value is translated to a value that corresponds to a 40 increment ( e.g. , 110000 ) when a ramped write - reference 
resistance state of the storage cell ( e.g. , using the process of voltage 318 is at a 48th step ( i.e. step 110000 ) that corre 
FIG . 6 ) . In the preset example , the storage cell can assume sponds to the a 48th resistance state of the storage cell . FIG . 
any of 64 resistance states ( e.g. 0-63 in decimal , or 000000 13 shows a second read operation ( e.g. , step 719 ) of the 
111111 in binary ) . Accordingly , the received 2 - bit value is exemplary write process . In this read operation , the read 
translated to a 6 - bit value that corresponds to one of the 64 45 output signal 150 ( e.g. , output signal 150 ) switches states at 
resistance state . As the present example stores input in four step 53 of the read reference signal 118. Accordingly , the 
portions of the 64 resistance states to leave margin for error , system determines that the value of storage cell is 53 ( i.e. , 
the circuit can pad the 2 - bit input value with predefined bits 110101 in binary ) . 
to form a 6 - bit value . That is , the pad value may be 1000 in FIGS . 14 and 15 illustrate a third write iteration ( e.g. , step 
binary , such that the input values 10 is translated to a target 50 721 ) . In this iteration , the system sets the write value to 40 
values of 101000 ( i.e. , 40 ) , which correspond to one of the ( i.e. , 101000 ) . The write value is determined based on the 
resistive states of the storage cell . difference between the value 110101 read in FIG . 13 ( i.e. 53 ) 

In accordance with aspects of the invention , the system and the target value 101000 ( i.e. , 40 ) . That is , since the three 
sets the target value of 101000 using seven iterations , most significant bits of the read value ( i.e. , 110000 ) is not 
wherein a first operation stores an initial write value at the 55 less than those of the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) , the system 
center of resistance range of the storage cell . Since there are decreases the write value from 110000 ( i.e. , 48 ) to 101000 
64 resistance states having values ranging from 0-63 ( i.e. , ( i.e. , 40 ) by decrementing the second and third - most sig 
000000 to 111111 in binary notation ) in this example , the nificant bits , which decreased the write value by 8 . 
center of the resistance range is 32 ( i.e. , 100000 in binary As shown in FIG . 14 , the third write iteration stores the 
notation ) . Subsequent write operations progressively modify 60 determined write value of 40 ( i.e. , 101000 ) in the storage 
( e.g. , tune ) this initial write value 100000 such that it is the cell . That is , the system triggers the write signal 345 such 
same or substantially the same as the target value of 101000 . that it pulses at 40th time increment when a ramped write 
FIGS . 10 and 11 illustrate a first write iteration ( e.g. , step reference voltage 318 is at a 40th step ( i.e. step 101000 ) that 

703 ) . Referring to FIG . 10 , the system stores the initial write corresponds to the a 40th resistance state of the storage cell . 
value to 100000 ( e.g. , step 705 ) , which is at the center of the 65 FIG . 15 shows a third read operation ( e.g. , step 731 ) of the 
resistance range of the storage cell . Accordingly , in a first exemplary write process . In this read operation , the read 
write operation ( e.g. , step 707 ) , the system triggers the write output signal 150 switches states at step 45 of the read 
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reference signal 118. Accordingly , the system determines 150 switches states at step 40 of the read reference signal 
that the value of storage cell is 45 ( i.e. , 101101 in binary ) . 118. Accordingly , the system determines that the value of 

FIGS . 16 and 17 illustrate a fourth write iteration ( e.g. , storage cell is 40 ( i.e. , 101000 in binary ) . Notably , in this 
step 733 ) . Here , the system sets the write value to 36 ( i.e. , iteration , the read value equals the target value . Neverthe 
100100 ) , which is determined based on the difference 5 less , in accordance with aspects of the invention , the write 
between the value 101101 read in FIG . 15 ( i.e. 45 ) and the operation continues since it does not rely on a difference 
target value 101000 ( i.e. , 40 ) . That is , since the three most between the target value and the read value to stop the 
significant bits of the read value ( i.e. , 101101 ) are greater process . Instead , it relies on the fact that the number of write 
than or equal to three most significant bits of the target value iterations adjusts the stored value to a correct result . 
( i.e. , 101000 ) , the system decreases the previous write value 10 FIG . 22 shows a seventh , and final , write iteration ( e.g. , 
from 101000 ( i.e. , 40 ) to 100100 ( i.e. , 36 ) by holding the step 769 ) of the exemplary process . In this iteration , the 
first and second most significant bits , decreasing the third system sets the write value to 34 ( i.e. , 100010 ) , which is 
most significant bit , and increasing the fourth most signifi determined based on the difference between the value read 
cant bit , which decreases the target value by 4 . 101000 in FIG . 21 ( i.e. 40 ) and the target value 101000 ( i.e. , 
As shown in FIG . 16 , the fourth write iteration ( e.g. , step 15 40 ) . That is , the three most significant bits of the read value 

741 ) stores the determined write value of 36 ( i.e. , 100100 ) ( i.e. , 101000 ) are greater than or equal to target value ( i.e. , 
in the storage cell . That is , the system triggers the write 101000 ) . Thus , the system decreases the previous write 
signal 345 such that it pulses at 36th time increment when value from 100011 ( i.e. , 35 ) to 100010 ( i.e. , 34 ) , by keeping 
a ramped write - reference voltage 318 is at a 36th step ( i.e. the first , second , third , and fourth most significant bits and 
step 100100 ) that corresponds to the a 36th resistance state 20 decreasing the fifth - most significant bit of the previous write 
of the storage cell . FIG . 17 shows fourth read operation word , which decreases the target value by 1. Accordingly , in 
( e.g. , step 743 ) of the exemplary write process . Here , the the seventh write iteration ( e.g. , step 777 ) shown in FIG . 22 , 
read output signal 150 switches states at step 41 of the read the system triggers the write signal 345 such that it pulses at 
reference signal 118. Accordingly , the system determines 34th time increment when a ramped write - reference voltage 
that the value of storage cell is 41 ( i.e. , 101001 in binary ) . 25 318 is at a 34th step ( i.e. step 100010 ) that corresponds to the 

FIGS . 18 and 19 illustrate a fifth write iteration ( e.g. , step a 34th resistance state of the storage cell . 
745 ) . In this case , the system sets the write value to 34 ( i.e. , FIG . 23 is a flow diagram of a design process used in 
100010 ) , which is determined based on the difference semiconductor design , manufacture , and / or test . FIG . 23 
between the value read 101001 in FIG . 17 ( i.e. 41 ) and the shows a block diagram of an exemplary design flow 2300 
target value 101000 ( i.e. , 40 ) . That is , the three most 30 used for example , in semiconductor IC logic design , simu 
significant bits of the read value ( i.e. , 101001 ) are greater lation , test , layout , and manufacture . Design flow 2300 
than or equal to those of the target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . Thus , includes processes , machines and / or mechanisms for pro 
the system decreases the previous write value from 100100 cessing design structures or devices to generate logically or 
( i.e. , 36 ) to 100010 ( i.e. , 34 ) , which decreases the target otherwise functionally equivalent representations of the 
value by 2 . 35 design structures and / or devices described above and shown 

FIG . 18 shows the fifth write operation ( e.g. , step 753 ) , in FIGS . 1 , 3 , and 5. The design structures processed and / or 
which stores the determined write value of 34 ( i.e. , 100100 ) generated by design flow 2300 may be encoded on machine 
in the storage cell . That is , the system triggers the write readable transmission or storage media to include data 
signal 345 such that it pulses at 34th time increment when and / or instructions that when executed or otherwise pro 
a ramped write - reference voltage 318 is at a 34th step ( i.e. 40 cessed on a data processing system generate a logically , 
step 100010 ) that corresponds to the a 34th resistance state structurally , mechanically , or otherwise functionally equiva 
of the storage cell . FIG . 19 shows a fifth read operation ( e.g. , lent representation of hardware components , circuits , 
step 755 ) of the exemplary write process . In this read devices , or systems . Machines include , but are not limited 
operation , the read output signal 150 switches states at step to , any machine used in an IC design process , such as 
39 of the read reference signal 118. Accordingly , the system 45 designing , manufacturing , or simulating a circuit , compo 
determines that the value of storage cell is 39 ( i.e. , 100111 nent , device , or system . For example , machines may 
in binary ) . include : lithography machines , machines and / or equipment 

FIGS . 20 and 21 illustrate a sixth write iteration ( e.g. , step for generating masks ( e.g. , e - beam writers ) , computers or 
757 ) . Here , the system sets the write value to 35 ( i.e. , equipment for simulating design structures , any apparatus 
100011 ) , which is determined based on the difference 50 used in the manufacturing or test process , or any machines 
between the value read 100111 in FIG . 19 ( i.e. 39 ) and the for programming functionally equivalent representations of 
target value 101000 ( i.e. , 40 ) . That is , the three most the design structures into any medium ( e.g. a machine for 
significant bits of the read value ( i.e. , 100111 ) are not greater programming a programmable gate array ) . 
than or equal to target value ( i.e. , 101000 ) . Thus , the system Design flow 2300 may vary depending on the type of 
increases the previous write value from 100010 ( i.e. , 34 ) to 55 representation being designed . For example , a design flow 
100011 ( i.e. , 35 ) , by keeping the first , second , third , and 2300 for building an application specific IC ( ASIC ) may 
fourth most significant bits and increasing the fifth - most differ from a design flow 2300 for designing a standard 
significant bit of the previous write word , which increases component or from a design flow 2300 for instantiating the 
the target value by 1 . design into a programmable array , for example a program 

FIG . 20 shows the sixth write operation ( e.g. , step 765 ) , 60 mable gate array ( PGA ) or a field programmable gate array 
which stores the determined write value of 35 ( i.e. , 100011 ) ( FPGA ) offered by Altera® Inc. or Xilinx® Inc. 
in the storage cell . That is , the system triggers the write FIG . 23 illustrates multiple such design structures includ 
signal 345 such that it pulses at 35th time increment when ing an input design structure 2320 that is preferably pro 
a ramped write - reference voltage 318 is at a 35 step ( i.e. step cessed by a design process 2310. Design structure 2320 may 
100011 ) that corresponds to the 35 resistance state of the 65 be a logical simulation design structure generated and pro 
storage cell . FIG . 21 shows a sixth read operation ( e.g. , step cessed by design process 2310 to produce a logically equiva 
767 ) of the exemplary write process . The read output signal lent functional representation of a hardware device . Design 
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structure 2320 may also or alternatively comprise data ing , molding , and die press forming , etc. One of ordinary 
and / or program instructions that when processed by design skill in the art of mechanical design can appreciate the extent 
process 2310 , generate a functional representation of the of possible mechanical design tools and applications used in 
physical structure of a hardware device . Whether represent design process 2310 without deviating from the scope and 
ing functional and / or structural design features , design struc- 5 spirit of the invention . Design process 2310 may also 
ture 2320 may be generated using electronic computer - aided include modules for performing standard circuit design 
design ( ECAD ) such as implemented by a core developer / processes such as timing analysis , verification , design rule 
designer . When encoded on a machine - readable data trans checking , place and route operations , etc. 
mission , gate array , or storage medium , design structure Design process 2310 employs and incorporates logic and 
2320 may be accessed and processed by one or more 10 physical design tools such as HDL compilers and simulation 
hardware and / or software modules within design process model build tools to process design structure 2320 together 
2310 to simulate or otherwise functionally represent an with some or all of the depicted supporting data structures 
electronic component , circuit , electronic or logic module , along with any additional mechanical design or data ( if 
apparatus , device , or system such as those shown in FIGS . applicable ) , to generate a second design structure 2390 . 
1 , 3 , and 5. As such , design structure 2320 may comprise 15 Design structure 2390 resides on a storage medium or 
files or other data structures including human and / or programmable gate array in a data format used for the 
machine - readable source code , compiled structures , and exchange of data of mechanical devices and structures ( e.g. 
computer - executable code structures that when processed by information stored in a IGES , DXF , Parasolid XT , JT , DRG , 
a design or simulation data processing system , functionally or any other suitable format for storing or rendering such 
simulate or otherwise represent circuits or other levels of 20 mechanical design structures ) . Similar to design structure 
hardware logic design . Such data structures may include 2320 , design structure 2390 preferably comprises one or 
hardware - description language ( HDL ) design entities or more files , data structures , or other computer - encoded data 
other data structures conforming to and / or compatible with or instructions that reside on transmission or data storage 
lower - level HDL design languages such as Verilog and media and that when processed by an ECAD system gen 
VHDL , and / or higher level design languages such as C or 25 erate a logically or otherwise functionally equivalent form of 
C ++ . one or more of the embodiments of the invention shown in 

Design process 2310 preferably employs and incorporates FIGS . 1 , 3 , and 5. In one embodiment , design structure 2390 
hardware and / or software modules for synthesizing , trans may comprise a compiled , executable HDL simulation 
lating , or otherwise processing a design / simulation func model that functionally simulates the devices shown in 
tional equivalent of the components , circuits , devices , or 30 FIGS . 1 , 3 , and 5 . 
logic structures shown in FIGS . 1 , 3 , and 5 to generate a Design structure 2390 may also employ a data format 
netlist 2380 which may contain design structures such as used for the exchange of layout data of integrated circuits 
design structure 2320. Netlist 2380 may comprise , for and / or symbolic data format ( e.g. information stored in a 
example , compiled or otherwise processed data structures GDSII ( GDS2 ) , GL1 , OASIS , map files , or any other 
representing a list of wires , discrete components , logic gates , 35 suitable format for storing such design data structures ) . 
control circuits , I / O devices , models , etc. that describes the Design structure 2390 may comprise information such as , 
connections to other elements and circuits in an integrated for example , symbolic data , map files , test data files , design 
circuit design . Netlist 2380 may be synthesized using an content files , manufacturing data , layout parameters , wires , 
iterative process in which netlist 2380 is resynthesized one levels of metal , vias , shapes , data for routing through the 
or more times depending on design specifications and 40 manufacturing line , and any other data required by a manu 
parameters for the device . As with other design structure facturer or other designer / developer to produce a device or 
types described herein , netlist 2380 may be recorded on a structure as described above and shown in FIGS . 1 , 3 , and 
machine - readable data storage medium or programmed into 5. Design structure 2390 may then proceed to a stage 2395 
a programmable gate array . The medium may be a non where , for example , design structure 2390 : proceeds to 
volatile storage medium such as a magnetic or optical disk 45 tape - out , is released to manufacturing , is released to a mask 
drive , a programmable gate array , a compact flash , or other house , is sent to another design house , is sent back to the 
flash memory . Additionally , or in the alternative , the medium customer , etc. 
may be a system or cache memory , buffer space , or electri The method as described above is used in the fabrication 
cally or optically conductive devices and materials on which of integrated circuit chips . The resulting integrated circuit 
data packets may be transmitted and intermediately stored 50 chips can be distributed by the fabricator in raw wafer form 
via the Internet , or other networking suitable means . ( that is , as a single wafer that has multiple unpackaged 

Design process 2310 may include hardware and software chips ) , as a bare die , or in a packaged form . In the latter case 
modules for processing a variety of input data structure the chip is mounted in a single chip package ( such as a 
types including netlist 2380. Such data structure types may plastic carrier , with leads that are affixed to a motherboard 
reside , for example , within library elements 2330 and 55 or other higher level carrier ) or in a multichip package ( such 
include a set of commonly used elements , circuits , and as a ceramic carrier that has either or both surface intercon 
devices , including models , layouts , and symbolic represen nections or buried interconnections ) . In any case the chip is 
tations , for a given manufacturing technology ( e.g. , different then integrated with other chips , discrete circuit elements , 
technology nodes , 32 nm , 45 nm , 90 nm , etc. ) . The data and / or other signal processing devices as part of either ( a ) an 
structure types may further include design specifications 60 intermediate product , such as a motherboard , or ( b ) an end 
2340 , characterization data 2350 , verification data 2360 , product . The end product can be any product that includes 
design rules 2370 , and test data files 2385 which may integrated circuit chips , ranging from toys and other low - end 
include input test patterns , output test results , and other applications to advanced computer products having a dis 
testing information . Design process 2310 may further play , a keyboard or other input device , and a central pro 
include , for example , standard mechanical design processes 65 cessor . 
such as stress analysis , thermal analysis , mechanical event The descriptions of the various embodiments of the 
simulation , process simulation for operations such as cast present invention have been presented for purposes of 
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illustration , but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited 3. The system of claim 2 , wherein the read - reference 
to the embodiments disclosed . Many modifications and voltage is ramped in different time increments having a 
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the respective voltage level that corresponds to different resis 
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the tance states of a storage cell . 
described embodiments . The terminology used herein was 4. The system of claim 1 , wherein the read head further 
chosen to best explain the principles of the embodiments , the comprises a digital - to - analog converter that establishes the 
practical application or technical improvement over tech read - reference voltage . 
nologies found in the marketplace , or to enable others of 5. The system of claim 1 , further comprising a write head 
ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments which stores information in the storage cell using a write 
disclosed herein . 10 reference voltage . 
What is claimed : 6. The system of claim 5 , wherein the write head com 

prises : 1. A phase change memory system comprising a read head 
which includes a sense comparator having multiple inputs a digital - to - analog converter that establishes the write 
and an output , reference voltage ; and 

wherein : a circuit that generates a write current based on the 
write - reference voltage . the sense comparator is configured to change logic 

states from a high logic state to a low logic state 7. The system of claim 6 , wherein the read head and the 
when a first input and a second input which is write head are devoid of an analog - to - digital converter . 

8. The system of claim 7 , wherein during a first write connected to a storage cell are a same value or 20 iteration the write head stores information in the storage cell substantially the same value , 
the storage cell is associated with a bit line , a word line , using the write - reference voltage to generate a write value , 

the read head reads the stored information to generate a read a master bit line and a column decoder , 
the column decoder selectively connects the storage value , and a second write iteration is triggered by an end of 

the first write iteration . cell and the bit line to the master bit line via 
transistor , and 9. The system of claim 8 , wherein the second write 

the storage cell is selected for reading by the bit line , iteration modifies a subsequent write value based on the read 
the word line and the column decoder such that a value and a target value . 
voltage corresponding to a value of the storage cell 10. The system of claim 1 , wherein the first input of the 
is produced on the master bit line . sense comparator receives a read - reference voltage that is 

2. The system of claim 1 , wherein the first input of the 30 ramped over a predetermined read period , the read - reference 
sense comparator receives a read - reference voltage which is voltage is generated by a controllable current source . 
generated by a controllable current source . 

25 


