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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, JouN C. FIGEL, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Fort Wayne,
in the county of Allen, in the State of Indiana,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Extensible Cots; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of theinvention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, which.form part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
extensible cots. ’

The object of my invention is to provide a
folding and extensible cot of simple and eco-
nomical constrnction, easily repaired, readily
handled in setting up for use, and so arranged
as to occupy but a small space when folded,
adapted to be conveniently used for eithera
child’s bed or readily extended to a proper size
for an adult, so arranged that the mattiress
supporting canvas forming the bed-bottom,
will automatically roll up out of the dust and
dirt, as well as out of the way when not-in
use, and when in use will be securely but re-
movably fastened at its sides in such a man-
ner as not to tear out under the weight of its
occupant.

My invention comprises head and foot-
boards, each formed of a single bent piece of
wood, one being adapled to fold within the
other, and rigidly connected when extended
for use by folding and removable side-rails,
and a supporting canvas mounted upon a
spring pressed roller rotatably mounted upon
the head-board and having its other end rig-
idly secured to thefoot-board, and adapted to
be detachably secured to the said side-rails
when in use. ' ,

In the accompanying drawings similar fig-
ures of reference indicate corresponding parts
throughout the several views. :

Figure 1is an end view of my improve-
ment but slightly extended withont the side
rails, showing the spring-pressed canvas-
mounted roller in position. Fig 2 is a cross-
section of the same. Fig. 3 is a side view of
the folding and removable side rails, partly
broken away, and showing in dotted outline
their relative position when used for achild’s
cot. Fig. 4 is aside view of myimprovement

when fully extended for use, somewhat re-
duced in size, showing the manner of mount-
ing the side rails and of securing the eanvas.
Fig. 5 is a detail plan of the canvas in posi-
tion on the side rails. '

Theprincipal parts of the supporting frame
are of wood and of proper dimensions, strength
and proportions. :

The head-board 1 of one piece of wood, pref-
erably formed of a suitable buggy-bow, is
braced and strengthened by the metallie cross-
piece 3 rigidly mouunted upon the outer face
thereof, and provided upon itsinner face with
a second wooden cross piece 5 rigidly fixed
thereon and provided with a proper number
of pins 14.to which one end of the canvas is
secured to relieve the spring-pressed roller

-of all strain from the weight of the occu-

pant,in a mannerhereinafter explained. The
said head-board or bow 1 is also provided
with an oblique outwardly projecting and
supporting brace or leg 13, fixed upon the
lengthwise central portion of the said cross-
piece 5, as seen in Fig. 2, and is also provided
with a pair of vertical brackets 25 rigidly
fixed upon the sides thereof, as seen in Figs.
1, 2, and 4, and adapted to hold the folding
side-rails when my improvement is not in use,
or is packed up for shipment. The said head-
board or bow 1is also provided with a pair of
lateral outwardly extended brackets 11, rig-
idly fixed thereon as shown, in which the
spring actuated roller 8 is rotatably mounted.
The said roller 8 is of any proper and well
known construction containing a coiled or
other proper.: retracting spring of proper
strength adapted to automatically wind the
canvas 10 thereon under the tension of said
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spring when the side-rails are detached. The .

foot-board or bow 2 is also preferably formed
of a suitable buggy - bow, but so reduced
in length and height as to stand within the
head-bow 1, as seen in Fig. 1, when not ex-
tended, has a side-rail supporting cross-piece
4, and a vertically arranged block 6 secured
in any proper manner, and having a slot 12
toreceive the end of a properrod for extending
the said foot-board into its extended position.
Seen in Fig. 4. It is obvious that instead of
the said block 6 an upright centrally arranged
lug may be provided upon the said eross-bar 7.
The supporting canvas 10 of proper strength
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and material is wound upon the said roller 8
underthe tension of itsactuatingspring, hav-
ing one end firmly secured to the cross-piece
7, rigidly fixed in the sides of the said bow 2.

The side-rails are each in two sections, 15
and 16 respectively, united at their abutting

- ends by any proper hinge 22 upon the lower
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face thereof, whereby the said rails are adapt-
ed to fold up with their lower faces together,
and have each a pair of pivotally mounted
supporting legs 17 at or near the inner end of
the said sections, as seen in Fig. 4.

-The hinged and folding sections 15 and 16
are each provided upon their outerends with
a pair of vertically disposed metallic plates
18 having upon their lower edge a vertical
slot 26 adapted toreceive the eross-bars 3 and
4 respectively, Figs. 4 and 5, whereby the
outer.ends of the said rails are supported in
The inner and hinged end of the
said section 15 is also provided with a similar
slotted-supporting plate 19 adapted tosupport
the said end by engaging the cross-plate 4
when the said section 16 is folded, as seen in
dotted outline in Fig. 3, and the foot-board 2
is extended only one-half way or into position
for a child’s cot. When the said side-rails
are extended and in position, the said can-
vas 10 is secured at each side to the pins 21
on said rails, by means of suitable metallic
eyes 24 with which it is provided, Fig. 5,and
the forward end tliereof is also secured 1o the
pins 14 on the said eross-piece 5, thereby re-
lieving the said roller 8 of all strain from the
weight of the occupant. The canvas 10 is
also provided at or near its lengthwise center
with a transverse series of metallic eyes 27 by
means of which it is secured to the said pins
14 on the cross-bar 5, when the said cot is ex-
tended into posmon for a child’s cot or bed.
The rail-section 15 is also provided with a
hook 20 adapted to engage a staple 23 on the
rail section 16 when they are folded together.

The operation and manner of using my im-
provement thus described are obvious and
briefly stated are as follows: When not in
use theside-rails are folded, fastened together
by the hook 20 and the staple 23, and are then
mounted in the said brackets 25. Thecanvas
10 will then be tightly rolled together upon
the roller 8 under the tension of its actuating
spring, where it will be out of the dirt, and
dust and the foot-bow 2 will be contained

- within the head-bow 1 thus arranging the
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parts of my improvement in a few inches of
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space. When it is desired to putitinto poSi-
tion for use the operator places one foot on

the lower end of the brace 13 which holds.

and steadies the head-board, and with a
proper rod or pole he extends the said foot-
board 2 by placing one end of the said rod in
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the slot 12 of the block 6; and when the said -

foot-board has been fully extended the other
end.of the said rod is placed against the
roller 8, thereby securing the said bows. in
their extended position against the tension
of the said spring- aetﬂated roller. The side-
rails ean now be conveniently placed in po-
sition and the supporting canvas secured by
means of the said pins and eyes. Itis ob-
vious that when the side-rails are removed
the ecanvas will automatically wind itself upon
the said roller and carry with it the foot-bow
2. Inthesame manner myimprovement can
be readily placed in position for a child’s cot
when desired. The said operating pole or
rod, not shown in the drawings, is preferably
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made in two sections and when disconnected -

is also placed in posmon in the said brack-
ets 25.

Having thus described my invention and
the manner of operatmfr the same, what I
claim as my invention is—

An extensible cot consisting of a head-board
1 having the side-rail supporting cross-piece
3.and the cross-bar 5 provided with a series
of ‘holding pins 14 for the forward end of the
canvas, and provided with the brace 13 and
the vertical brackets 25, the foot-board 2 hav-
ing the cross-rod 7, the side-rail supporting

piece 4, and the slotted block 6 for the operat-

ing rod, the hinged and folding side-rails hav-
ing pivotal supporting legs at their central
portion, and provided at their extremities
with the slotted supporting plates 18 adapted
to engage the said supporting eross-pieces,
thespring actuated roller 8 rotatably mounted
on the head-board 1'and adapted to automati-
cally wind the canvasthereon,and thecanvas
10 mounted as shown upon the said roller,
having its outer end secured to the said cross-
rod 7 and provided with the holding metallic
eyes 21 and 27 for the purpose Rpemﬁed all
substantially as described.
Signed by me, at Fort Wayne, State of In-
diaua., this 28th day of February, 1895.
JOHN C. FIGEL.
Witnesses: ' :
Louis H. GOCKE,
WALTER G. BURNS.
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