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My invention relates to devices for dis-
playing house numbers and the object is'to
provide a novel, efficient and inexpensive de-
vice for illuminating house numbers particu-
larly at or near the curb in front of a house
for the purpose of enabling pedestrians and
other persons to readily locate a house they
are looking for. The device when installed
at houses along any street obviates the need
of any one stepping up close to several
houses to read the numbers thereon particu-
larly on poorly lighted streets.

In the accompanying drawing:

Fig. 1 is a top view of a portion of a
house (in cection) set back from the side-
walk, a curb parallel to the sidewalk and
one of my devices installed at the curb.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged top view of the num-
ber box of my device.

Fig. 8 is a sectional elevation on line 3—3
in Fig. 2 ' ‘

Fig. 4 is a modification of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is a modification of one of the
number indicating plates used in my device.

Referring to the drawing oy reference
numerals, 6 is a front wall of a house which
for descriptive purposes is shown as built
back some distance from the curb 7 and
sidewalk 8 of a street 9 there being a lawn
10 between the house and the sidewalk. 11
is the front door of the house in front of
which is a stoop 12 from which a walk 13
leads to the curb 7. There may be a boule-

vard 14 between the sidewalk and the curb.

The main part of my device consists of a
box 15 preferably made of concrete and hav-
ing a removable metal cover 16 which is
“slightly larger than the top of the box and
is recessed at 16% to fit the inner sides of the
box. “Said cover has a number of apertures
17 each with a perimetral flange or ledge
17% adapted to support a removable number
plate 18 illuminated by one or more electric
light bulbs 19 in a socket 20 suitably se-
cured on the bottom of the box 15. The
number of apertures in the cover and the
corresponding number of plates 18 will of
course vary according to the number of the
house. I have illustrated only three num-
bers. '

The box 15 is preferably placed adjoin-

ing the curb 6 (see Fig. 1) and set deep
enough in the ground so that the top of
cover 16 is flush with the surface of boule-
vard 14 or the walk 13 as the case may be.
Circuit wires are run under ground from
the socket 20 to a source of electric current
22 and a push button switch 23 preferably
located near. the front door 11 of the house
(see Fig. 1).  Thus occupants of the house
can switch on the lights and illuminate the
house number at the curb. . It is apparent
that the numbers can be readily seen either
by pedestrians or persons in vehicles on the
street. ‘ ,

Many types of illuminable numbers may
be used. In Figs. 2 and 3 I have shown
rectangular glass pieces 24 laid on the ledges
17* and adapted to support metal plates 25
in which the numbers are cut out as 3, 7 and
5. The cut out parts of the metal plates
may be filled with transparent pieces 25 of

‘either plain or fancy colors and set with

any suitable kind of cement. In Fig. 4 the
apertures 17 are simply provided with sin-
gle, heavy glass pieces 26 which may be ce-
mented in place. Said pieces 26 may have a
dark = non-transparent surface with clear
glass in the form of a numeral, three of
which show a house number 402 in Fig. 4.

The modification Fig. 5 illustrates one
quadrangular glass 27 with non-transparent

area O indicating a numeral on its under

side. =

In some installations of the device where

it is-preferable to secure the cover 16 per-
manently I provide an aperture 28 in one
end wall of the box, said opening being nor-
mally -closed by a flanged frictionally held

“cover plate 29. Thus 1f it becomes neces-

sary to replace a bulb the soil must first be
dug away enough to expose the plate 29
which may be pried loose and removed until
a new bulb has been put in place, after

_which the plate should be replaced and the

soil packed down.

Having thus described my invention and
its use what I claim is:
A house number indicating device com-
prising ‘a_housing, a cover therefor, said
housing adapted to be permanently set adja-
cent the curb of ‘a street in proximity to a
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house, illuminable numbers in said cover,
electric bulbs within the housing and in an
electric cireuit and a switch in said cireuit,
said cover having a number of apertures
each with a perimetral ledge, number indi-
cating means in each aperture comprising
a transparent plate, a non-transparent plate
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on top of the transparent plate and an oper-
ing in said non-transparent plate in the form

of a number, und colored transparent mate- 10

rial in said opening of each non-transpavent
plate.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
JOSEPH M. GAFFNLEY.



