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1 Claim. (CL 229—37)

This invention relates to an improved carton for the
packing of fragile articles such as electric lamps and like
bulbous articles, which for the sake of convenience will
be referred to hereinafter as “lamps,” and it has for its
object to provide an inexpensive carton of simple con-
struction which can be folded flat when not required for
use, and to this end a carton according to this invention
is made of stiff paper, cardboard or the like, said carton
being, when in wuse, of regular polygonal, preferably
square, transverse cross sectional shape, the walls ‘thereof
adjacent each corner being scored and cut at two spaced
positions or levels so that portions thereof may be pressed
inwardly, whereby a lamp may be supported and held
between the inwardly pressed portions at one position

or level and the inwardly pressed portions at the other

position or level, it being necessary to press some of said
portions outwardly again before the lamp can be freely
removed from the carton.

A carton according to this invention is preferably made
from a single rectangular blank of stiff paper, cardboard
or the like folded into the required shape with the ends
thereof joined together, the blank being scored and cut
to provide the portions which can be pressed inwardly
and outwardly.

An embodiment of the invention is illustrated in the
accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a blank for a carton, according to
this invention,

Figure 2 is a side perspective view of a made-up carton,

Figure 3 is a perspective view from above of a made-
up carton,

Figure 4 is a plan view of the carton shown in Figures
2 and 3,

Figure 5 is a section on the line V—V of Figure 4,
showing a lamp supported in the carton and,

Figure 6 is a fragmentary underneath perspective view
of the carton shown in Figures 2 to 5.

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated in the
drawings the carton is of square transverse cross-sec-
tional shape being formed from a blank 1 of stiff paper
(Figure 1) slightly greater in length than four times the
width of a side of the carton so as to allow overlapping
end portions 1* which can be secured together. The
blank 1 is provided nearer one longer edge than the
other with two spaced rows of equally spaced cuts 2,
parallel to each other and to the longer edges of the
blank, the cuts being so formed that when the blank is
folded into shape each cut will be equally divided by a
corner fold or crease 3 of the blank,

Each cut 2 forms the base of an isosceles triangle the
other two sides of which are formed by scoring the blank,
as at 4, the apex of the triangle lying on a corner fold
or crease 3 of the carton. Preferably, however, the apex
of the triangle is in fact cut off by forming a small cross
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cut 5 in the blank parallel to the cut 2 forming the base
of the triangle. The scoring of the blank to produce the
triangles is effected on either side of the band 6 produced
by the parallel rows of cuts 2.

When the blank 1 is folded into shape to form a carton
the corner portions 7 formed by cutting and scoring the
blank can be pressed inwardly. In practice the corner
portions 7 at one position or level of the carton are
pressed in first, a lamp 8 (Figure 5) is inserted in the
carton until the bulbous end thereof rests on said corner
portions and finally the corner portions at the other po-
sition or level of the carton are pressed in so that the
bulbous portion of the lamp is firmly supported and held
on and between the corner portions 7 at the two levels.

Before the lamp can be removed from the carton some
of the corner portions 7 at one level must firstly be pressed
outwardly. When the carton is not required for use all
the corner portions 7 can be pressed outwardly and the
carton can then be pressed flat. A plurality of cartons can
therefore be packed in a compact manrer.

The ends of the carton are open at one end, prefer-
ably that farthest from the rows of cuts, the sides of the
carton may be scored or creased as shown at 9 in Fig-
ure 1 so that the end portion 10 of one side therecof may
be pressed inwardly to form a shoulder extending across
the end of the carton, this shoulder being used to indi-
cate the contents of the carton, for example by marking
on it the voltage, wattage and nature of a lamp.

Iclaim:

A carton for the packing of electric lamps and like
bulbous articles, said carton comprising a single elongated
rectangular blank of stiff material such as cardboard
scored transversely at least three times, folded along said
scorings and having its shorter sides overlapped and se-
cured together, whereby the carton in use is of regular
geometrical shape in transverse cross section, said blank
being provided with two rows of equally spaced cuts ar-
ranged in opposing pairs along the opposite sides of a
strip of the blank extending longitudinally thereof, said
cuts being straight and parallel to each other and to the
longer side edges of the blank and each being equally
divided by a transverse scoring, said blank also being
provided with a pair of straight scorings extending angu-
larly from the opposite ends of each of said cuts towards
a common point on the transverse scoring dividing the
cut, the angular scorings of each opposed pair of cuts ex-
tending away from said strip, whereby the carton when
folded into shape ready for use is formed at each of its
corner with two spaced portions which can be deformed
by pressing them inwardly to provide means for engag-
ing a bulbous article in the carton at spaced points on
either side of the greatest diameter of the article the ar-
rangement being such that with all such corner portions
pressed in the carton is substantially rigid and the bulbous
article is firmly held between the corner portions in spaced
relationship with the sides of the carton until such time
as some of the corner portions are pressed outwardly
again,
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