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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Gus H. ZIMMERMAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Fort
Worth, in the county of Tarrant and State
of Texas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stirrups, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to stirrups, and the
object is to provide improved safety-stirrups.

The stirrups heretofore in use necessitate
that a person stand behind the stirrup in its

. swinging position in order to mount a horse
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or other animal. Where the animal is per-
fectly gentle and reliable, there is no danger
or particular inconvenience in using the old-
style stirrup or stirrups in common use.
Many animals are not gentle and not afew are
vicious and will kick a person whenever pos-
sible. There are other animals that are gen-
tle enough, but they are eager to start and
will start before a person can mount unless
unusual efforts are made to mount. It is
difficult to mount such animal with such stir-
rups as are in common use, because the per-
son has to stand almost behind the animal to
use the stirrup. I have provided a stirrup
with which a person may mount the animal
when standing as far forward as the saddle
and even as far forward as the neck of the
animal. With such a stirrup a person can
keep out of the way of a kicking animal and
yet stand in position to mount the animal.
With such a stirrup a person can more easily
mount an animal which attempts to start off
too soon, because the person can stand up by
the animal’s neck where he can get a firm
hold on the bridle. The stirrup is also a
safety-stirrup, because the foot will come out
of the stirrup easily from any position the
foot perchance may occupy. .

Other objects and advantages will be fuily
explained in the following description, and
the invention will be more particularly point-
ed out in the claims.

Reference is had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this applica-
tion and specification.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a stirrup for
the left foot, the left side of the figure being
considered the front of the stirrup. Fig. 21is
a side elevation of a stirrup for the right foot,
the left side of the figure being considered the

front of the stirrup or the side toward the
animal’shead. Fig.3 is arear elevationof the
stirrup. Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional plan
view taken along the line @ « of Figs. 1 and 3.

Similar characters of reference are used to
indicate the same parts throughout the sev-
eral views.

This stirrup has side bars 1 and 2, a tread-
bar 3, integral with the side bars, and a sup-
porting-bar 4, which may be integral with the
side bars I and 2. The supporting-bar 4 may
be tubular and have open communication
through the sides of the stirrup. In the stir-
rup for the right foot the side bars are indi-
cated by the reference-numerals 5 and 6.
The side bars may have ribs 7 to strengthen
the same without making the side bars very
thick. The tread-bar 3 may be perforated,
as shown in Fig. 4, for lightness. The tread-
bar may be of any suitable width and thick-
ness. An upwardly-extending loop 8 is
mounted in the supporting-bar 3 and may be
secured thereto in any suitable manner. The
illustration shows the ends of the loop let
through the supporting-bar and riveted
therein. The object of the loop 8 is to pre-
vent the stirrup from swinging out of reach
of the foot. The loop extends up between
the stirrup-leathers, and the stirrup-leathers
are laced together on the loop 8. This loop
will tend to hold the stirrup in line with the
stirrup-leathers. The stirrup will not swing

out of the way of the foot, as stirrups fre-

quently do which swing freely in the leathers.

The most important feature of this stirrup
is the curved side bars. The object of the
curved side bars is to shape the stirrup- so
that the foot can be thrust in the stirrup
when a person is standing far enough forward
to get a firm hold on thebridleand far enough
forward to prevent being kicked by the ani-
mal. The outside, the part away from the
side of the animal, of each stirrup is curved
forward. The inside side bar, the side bar
next to the animal, of each stirrup is curved
backward so that the foot can be easily
thrust into the stirrup whether a person is
standing behind the stirrup or standing up
by the animal’s neck. Another advantage
derived from this construction of the side bars
is that the danger of the foot hanging in the
stirrup is avoided. The particular curvature
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of the side bars makes an egress for the foot
at the side as well as at the rear of the stirrup.

Hayving fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A stirrup having a supporting-bar, a
tread-bar, and side bars integral with said
supporting-bar and said tread-bar, one of
said side bars being curved forward and the
other side bar being curved backward.

2. In a stirrup of the character indicated,
one of the side bars of said stirrup curved for-
ward and the other side bar curved back-
ward.,

3. In a stirrup of the character indicated,
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the outside side bar curved forward and the
inside side bar curved backward.
4. A stirrup having a tread-bar, a support-
ing-bar, and connecting side bars, the outside
bar being curved forward of the supporting-
bar and tread-bar to provide a lateral open-
ing for insertion of the foot. : ,
In testimony whereof I set my hand, in the .

préesence of two witnesses, this 14th day of -

July, 1904, 7
GUS H. ZIMMERMAN.
Witnesses:
L. T. KN16HT,

A.L. JACKSON,
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