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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wrzriam I. Sumr-
WOOoD, a citizen of the United States of Amer-
lca, residing at New York, borough of Man-
hattan, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Picture or Similar Frames, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to frames for holding
pictures, photographs, price-lists, or menu-
cards and the like; and the main object of the
same is to provide means whereby such arti-
cles may be framed in an easy, substantial,
and practicable manner, while the parts may
be afterward readily separated.

To attain the objects in view the frame is
composed of the fewest and simplest parts
possible, consistent with strength and the de-
sired artistic effect to be produced.

By means of the present invention ama-
teurs and others may quickly and reliably
mount various flat articles, no matter what
may be the size, within reasonable limits, in-
asmuch as the frame is of springy material
and accommodates itself to various sizes and
thicknesses.

Generally speaking, the device consists of
separable and adjustable parts, preferably of
sheet metal or other suitable material, such
as celluloid; and the invention consists of
certain features of construction and combi-
nations of parts, as hereinafter described and
claimed. .

With reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, showing desirable forms embodying the
Invention, Kigure 1 is a front elevation of a
framed picture, the frame being constructed
In accoridance with my invention. Fig. 2isa
transvarse section on the line 2 2, Tig. 1.
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of one of the side
or ead pieces or members of the frame in its
preferred form. Fig. 4 is a perspective view
ol one of the corner-pieces before it is applied
to the other parts of the frame. Fig. 5 is a
perspective view of a corner-piece as it is bent
up when applied to the frame. Fig. 6 is a
view illustrative of the method of applying
either a side or an end piece or frame member
to the parts to be mounted in the frame.
Fig. 7 is an enlarged sectional view of one
side of a modified form of frame and parts
mounted therein, being a similar section to
Fig. 2. TFig. 8 is a sectional view of one of

the frame members constructed in accord-
ance with Fig. 7.
modified form of frame member in section.
Fig.10is a blank from whichthe corner-pieces
are struck up.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 6, inclusive, the
frame members, preferably of sheet metal or
similar sheet material having a suitable
spring action, comprise side members a and
end members b. These frame members are

Fig. 9 is a still further :

6o

each provided with parallel side flanges ¢ d, -

as shown more clearly in Figs. 2 and 3, which
project in the same general direction and
the' free edges of which are separated or
spaced a suitable distance apart less than
the distance apart of the main bodies of the
flanges. ‘In consequence of this construc-
tion for each frame member there is provided
at one side a contracted longitudinal gap.or
throat e. The preferred manner of applying
theframe members to the partsto be framed—
as, for instance, a photograph f, a backing £,
and a glass f*—is to first apply one end of a
frame member to one corner of the said parts
J 1" f* so that the corner will enter the open
outer end of the gap or throat e. The frame
member is then moved longitudinally along
the edges of the parts to which it is applied,
as indicated in Fig. 6, until the said frame
member substantially completes one side of
the frame. The frame members are all pref-
erably of a length less than the length of the
side to which each is applied, so that they
may be successively applied around the four
edges of the parts to be mounted, if there be
four edges. ~Obviously the frame members
can be applied to any number of edges when
of proper length. The parts to be mounted
should be of such a combined thickness as
that they will spread the flanges ¢ d apart to
a certain extent, thereby making use of the
spring action of such flanges in clamping or
gripping the parts receiving them. To fa-
cilitate the application or longitudinal guid-
ing of a frame member, the edge of one of its
flanges, as ¢, which is preferably arched or
trough-shaped in cross-section, is made with
a bevel, so as to diverge at each end ¢’ away
from such edge, so that the gap at the end of

-each frame member flares and is wider than

at intermediate portions. The arched flange
¢, by reason of the springy nature of the
frame member, is brought to bear snugly and
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neatly upon the glass /%, if there be a glass.
It will be seen that the arched or convexed
outer flanges ¢ of the frame members form an
ornamental beading at the front of the frame.
The said frame members may be made of
suitable lengths, and are preferably of such
length as that when they are applied to the
parts to be mounted they will be slightly
separated from or join each other at the cor-
ners; but the frame members are not to be
permanently secured together, for they
should be readily detachable. Ior the pur-
pose of hiding the joints between the frame
members a b, and incidentally for ornament-
ing or embellishing the frame, corner-pieces,
such as g, are applied. Before application
these corner-pieces are shaped as shown in
Fig. 4, each corner-piece ¢ consisting of arched
front portions ¢’, having side wings ¢* extend-
ing substantially at right angles therefrom.
Each corner-piece is of approximately elbow
shape or angular. The arched portions ¢’ of

. each corner-piece ¢ are applied over the cor-
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respondingly-arched portions of the frame
members a b, so as to be located at the front
of the frame, the wings ¢* being fitted upon
the sides of the frame members and bent in-
wardly upon the back of the same, so that
each corner-piece will have the shape shown
in Fig. 5. By reason of their construction
and the method of application to the frame
members, these corner-pieces will be securely
yet removably fixed in position, so that they
will form component parts of the complete
frame. Obviously these corner-pieces are
not essential, although in many cases they

may be desirable for securing the greatest |’

efficiency. It will be seen thateach corner-
piece has a finishing and reinforcing web por-
tion A, which connects the arched portions ¢’
and rests flat upon the glass or face of the
parts mounted.

In Figs. 7 and 8 a very desirable form of
the invention is shown in which the under
flange d of each frame member is provided
with an edge 4, turned or bent inwardly to-
ward the opposite flange. In this manner a
grooving kerfing lip is formed for the obvious
purpose of plowing or cutting a groove or
channe] into the soft back of the parts being
mounted when the frame member is applied,
as indicated in Fig. 6. By the provision of

this plowing or grooving lip ¢ not only is a ;

groove formed during the process of mount-
ing the parts, but this construction provides
an interlock or tongue-and-groove connec-
tion between the frame members and the
soft backing, thereby firmly and reliably se-
curing the parts of the frame in position
against lateral displacement. Obviously any

soft flat object like the backing f* will be
similarly grooved and interlocked with the
frame members when the latter are applied
thereto.

A still further modification of the frame
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member is shown in Fig. 9, in which the
same is of circular cross-section, having a
part removed at one side to form a contract-
ed throat or gap k. Such frame members
are applied in the same manner as the others,
and obviouslythat flange of each frame mem-
her which is at the back of the parts being
mounted will cut a groove or channel in the
soft back. Corner-pieces of approximate
shape may be applied to such frame mem-
bers, if desired. In Fig. 10 I show a blank
from which the corner-pieces ¢ are construct-
ed or struck up.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a picture or similar frame, the com-
bination of separable frame  members, of
springy material, each having opposing
flanges, the edges of which are spaced a less
distance apart than the main pertions of the
flanges, and the front edges having beveled
or flaring ends whereby the said edges are
adapted to readily open, receive, clamp and
grip the opposite sides of the part or parts to
be framed.

2. The combination, with a part of soft
material to be framed and gripped, of sep-
arable frame members of springy material,
each having opposing flanges forming clamp-
ing and gripping members, with at least one
edge turned toward the opposite flange to
form a grooving or kerfing lip whereby an
interlock or tongue-and-groove connection
is formed between the frame members and
the edge portions of the part gripped.,

3. In a picture or similar frame, the com-

bination of separable frame members, of.

springy material, each having opposing
flanges, the edges of which are spaced a less

distance apart than the main portions of the

flanges and the front edges having beveled
or flaring ends, whereby the said edges are
adapted to readily open, receive, clamp and
orip the opposite sides of the part or parts to
be framed, and removable corner-pieces ap-
plied directly over the ends of the frame
members having front portions and side
wings, conforming thereto said wings being
bent inwardly over and upon the back of the
frame members. y -

4. The combination, with a part of soft
material to be framed and gripped, of sep-
arable frame members of springy mateiial,
each having opposing flanges forming clamp-
ing and gripping members, with at least one
edge turned toward the opposite flange to
form grooving or kerfing lips whereby an in-
terlock or tongue-and-groove connection is
formed between the frame members and the
edge portions of the part gripped, and corner-
pieces having front portions and side wings,
said wings being bent inwardly over and
upon the back of the frame members.

5. The combination, with a part of soft
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material to be framed and gripped, of sep-
arable frame members of springy material,
each having opposing flanges forming clamp-

ing and gripping members, one of which is

arched in cross-section while the other is
provided with an inturned grooving or kerf-
mg lip so that such lips will cut grooves or
channels in the said soft part to provide an
nterlock between the combined parts, the
lipped flanges lying in close contact with the
said soft part.

6. In combination with a part to be
framed, a frame comprising separate frame
members, of springy material, each having
opposing flanges formed with beveled or flar-
ing ends providing openings to receive the
part to be framed and a tongue-and-groove

2

connection between the frame members and
the part mounted in the frame.

7. A picture or similar frame comprising
separable frame members each having op-
posing flanges, and a corner-piece construct-
ed with side wings and with arched front
portions having a connecting web flush with
the edges of the arched front portions, the
corner-piece fitting over the ends of the
frame members for concealing the joint be-
tween the frame members.

Signed at New York, N. Y., this 22d day
of December, 1905.

WILLIAM I. SHERWOOD.

Witnesses:

Geo. L. WHEELOCK,
Jos. STEEN, Jr.
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