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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, THOMAS NEWTON BAN-
NER, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Hobe Sound, in the county of Dade
and State of Florida, have invented certain
new arid useful Improvements in Doors for

Poultry-Houses, of which the following is a’

specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming a part there-
of, in which similar letters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts. T

This invention relates to poultry -houses

such as are usually provided for housing
chickens and other poultry; and the object
thereof is to provide an improved door for
this class of structures which is adapted to be
operated or opened by the poultry or the oc-
cupants of the house, a further object being
to provide a device of this class in which the
door is held in a closed position by a lever

which is pivotally connected with a platform.

on which the poultry will step or light when
descending from the roost or roosts in the
morning and by means of which the door will
be opened, so that the poultry can escape from
the house. :

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a central vertical section of my
improved door, showing also a portion of the
poultry-house; and Fig. 2, a front view of the
door and the frame thereof. -

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, A represents one of the side walls of
a poultry-house, and formed therein is an
opening a, which is preferably rectangular in

form and which may be of any desired shape,

and in the practice of my invention I provide
a door and frame, the frame consisting of side
pieces B and a transverse bottom piece b, the
side pieces B and the transverse bottom piece
b being adapted to be secured to the wall A,
and said side pieces B are provided with tri-
angular outwardly-directed plates or boards
C, the upper ends of which are downwardly
and outwardly inclined, as shown at C?, and

* the outer sides of which are downwardly and
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backwardly inclined, as shown at C3%, and I
also provide a cap oi cover D,which is secured
tothe outwardly-directed side plates or boards
C and which serve as a cover for the frame of

the door and also for the door and the opera-

“tive mechanism connected therewith. I also

provide a door E, which is'hinged to a cross-
plate F, which is secured to the.transverse

‘plate of the door-frame, and said door is pro-

vided at each side and on the inner surface
thereof and near the top of the door with in-
wardly-directed arms G, having upwardly-
directed shoulders or projections ¢, and piv-
otally connected with each of the side plates

‘1 or boards Care levers H, which are connected
-at their outer ends by a cross-rod / and at

their inner ends by another rod 72, and the
rad 7%, which forms the pivotal support or ful-
crum for said levers H, also extends trans-
versely between said plates or boards C.

Pivotally connected with the inner upper
ends of each of the levers H is a rod K, said
rods K being carried downwardly and pivot-
ally connected with a platform %, which is
hinged to the transverse plate b of the door-
frame at &2, ' :

The operation will be readily understood
from the foregoing description when taken in
counection with the accompanying drawings
and the following statement thereof.

The construction, combination, and ar-
rangement of parts are such that when a
chicken or other fowl steps upon the plat-
form the inner ends of the levers H will be
pulled downwardly, thus freeing the rod
from the upwardly-directed shoulders or pro-
jections g of the arms G, and the door E will
drop outwardly,as will be readily understood,
and the fowls may thus leave the house.

It will be understood that the door is closed
at night after the fowls have gone into the
house; and the object of my invention is to
provide means whereby the door of the fowl-
house may be automatically opened early in
the morning, thus enabling fowls to forage as
early as necessary or as early as they desire
to do so. -

Ttis apparent that changesin and modifica-

‘tions of the coustruction herein described may

bemade without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages.
The plate I' to which the door is hinged
may beomitted,if desired,and the door hinged
directly to the transverse plate b of the door-
frame, and the plates B and the transverse
plate O may also he omitted, and the side
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Doards C may be secured directly to the wall
of the house, as may also the cap or cover D.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

The herein - described deor for poultry-
houses, comprising the combination with a
door-frame of triangular plates C, inclined as
shown at C?% the outer sides being inclined as
shown at C?, a cap or cover D, a door E, hinged
to a cross-plate It which issecured to a trans-
verse plate b, said door being provided with
arms G, having projections g, levers I, piv-
otally connected with said plate C, said levers
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being connected with cross-rods I* and 17,
said levers IT, being provided with a pivoted
rod XK, which is pivotally connected with a
platform %, which is hinged to the door-frame
at &% substantially as and for the purpose de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention L have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subseribing witnesses, this 50th
day of April, 1896.

THOMAS NEWTON BANNER.

Witnesses: ]

CHARLES C. CHILLINGWORTH,
GEORGE G. CURRIE.
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