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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cuype 8. Morawn, a
subject of the King of England, residing at
Irvine, in the Province of Alberta, Domin-
ion of Canada, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Safety-Stir-
rups; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

This invention has special reference to
stirrups and more particularly to an im-
proved safety stirrup for use when riding an
animal adapted to release the rider’s foot
should the animal become unmanageable,
fall or attempt to throw the rider.

Specifically, the invention consists of a
safety stirrup in which the inner leg of the
stirrup or bow has a foot plate hinged or
pivoted thereto while a simple and novel
locking device is provided for fastening the
free end of the foot plate to the outer leg of
the stirrup whereby the said plate will with-
stand any amount of foot pressure the rider
may place on the }l)late in the ordinary use
of the stirrup, while if the rider is thrown,
the arch of the foot or toe of the boot of the
rider will automatically release the foot
plate and the foot of the rider, thus avoid-
ing accidents.

Vith the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of certain other com-
binations and arrangements of parts as will
be hereinafter more fully described and
claimed, it being a still further object to
provide a device which will not be likely to:
get out of working order.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a stirrup
constructed in accordance with the inven-
tion. Tig. 2 is a side elevation thereof.
Fig. 8 is an opposite side elevation. Fig. 4
is a central vertical sectional view. Fig. 5
is a horizontal sectional view on the line
5—5 of Fig. 1. TFig. 6 is a vertical sectionaly
view on the line 6—6 of Fig. 2.

As illustrated, my improved stirrup em-
bodies bow 10 adapted in any desired man-
ner for attachment to the stirrup support-
ing strap of the saddle for suspending the
stirrup at the side of the animal and as illus-
trated, one leg portion 11 of the bow is pro-
vided with a recess 12 centrally of its bot-
tom edge, above which is an opening 13
which forms an intermediate cross strip 14

for pivotal attachment of a foot plate 15

thereto. This foot plate is substantially as
wide as the bottom portion of the stirrup
bow, it being observed that the latter is en-
larged toward its bottom portion while one
end of the foot plate is provided with an
extension 16, which is coiled around the cross
strip 14 for pivotal or hinged attachment of
the foot plate thereto whereby the free ex-
tremity of the plate will engage adjacent to
the opposite leg 17 of the bow.

/The free end of the foot plate is provided
with an extension or tongue 18, also of re-
duced size relative to the foot plate and
which is engageable within the bottom re-
cess 19 in the leg 17 when the said foot plate
is disposed in a horizontal supporting posi-
tion between the lower extremities of the
legs of the bow.

The safety catch member embodies an in-
ner bow or a substantially inverted J-shaped
frame 20 having a curvature to conform to
the rear edge portion of the stirrup bow 10
and having pairs of opposed spaced and
apertured ears 21 pivoted as shown at 22
through curved extensions 23 projecting
from the rear edges of the leg portions of
the stirrup bow so that the bight portion of
the inner bow terminates below the top of
the stirrup bow proper but readily and fully
accommodates the rider’s foot during the
ordinary riding action. The longer leg of
the inner bow or J frame is provided with
an oppositely extending catch member 24
in the form of a cross bar which operates
at the outer leg of the stirrup beneath the
extension 23 thereof.

A pair of pivoted catches 25 are pivotally
mounted at the forward edge portion and
bottom of the outer leg 17 of the stirrup as
shown at 26, one being disposed on each side
of the leg. The inner face and bottom end
of the leg 17 is reduced in width as shown at
27 to receive the inner catch, both being
pivoted upon a common pin extending
through the leg portion and operating cen-
trally across the recess 19 to support the ex-
tension 18 of the foot plate 15 in the top of
the recess while the free extremities of the
catches are provided with bottom recesses
98 forming reduced tongues beneath which
the cross bar 24 is engaged so as to support
the catches 25 in raised position at oppo-
site sides of the leg 17 of the bow and sub-
stantially horizontally for holding the foot
plate 15 in position to sustain the ordinary
riding pressure or even during the swinging
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movement -of the stirrup and also for hold-
ing the bight portion of the inner bow or J
frame 20 spaced from -the head portion of
the stirrup bow.

By this construction, should the rider be
accidentally thrown or should the animal
become unmanageable so as to necessitate
dismounting with difficulty, the toe of the
rider’s boot will strike against the connect-
ing or bight portion of the inner bow 20 and
move the same on its pivot 22 and thereby
disengage the cross bar 24 from beneath the
catches 25 whereby the latter will fall to
the hanging or depending position and per-
mit the extension 18 to. move through the
recess 19 to hang beneath the leg portion 11
of the stirrup so that it will instantaneously
release the feet of the rider from the stirrup.
It will thus be evident that a device con-
structed in accordance with the above de-
scription and illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, will greatly assist in prevent-
ing accident by riders being thrown from
their horses and it will be evident that the

> parts as constructed will not in any appre-

ciable degree complicate the structure of the
stirrup so that the device will be strong, effi-
cient in operation and economical to pro-
duce.
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Having thus described my invention what
I claim is:

In a safety stirrup, the combination with
an outer bow having its leg portions-in-
creased in width, one leg portion being pro-
vided with a bottom recess and an adjacent
opening forming a cross strip, a foot piece
having an extension coiled around said strip
for pivoting the foot piece thereto, the bot-
tom edge of the opposite leg forming a re-
cess and the free extremity having an ex-
tension engageable in said -recess, catches
pivoted upon opposite sides of the first
named leg member and engageable across
the last named recess to hold the foot piece

in a raised position and an inner bow piv- 4

oted to the leg portions of the first named

bow and constructed to engage the free ex-

tremities of the catches and hold the latter
in raised position and automatically release
the same to permit the foot piece to swing to
an open position by pressure against the in-
ner bow. ,
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.
CLYDE S. MORAN.
Witnesses:
Caas. R. MayYBERRY,
Lesue A. CooLEy.

Copies, of this patent may be obtained for five cents eaeh, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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