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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JoHN Y. BASSELL, of 

Leesburg, in the county of Loudoun and State 
of Virginia, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Sash-Fasteners; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref. 
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erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of this specification, and 
to the figures anti letters of reference marked 
thereon. 
The present invention is designed as an im 

provement upon that class of sash-fasteners 
wherein two spring - projected locking - dogs 
pivotally supported in separate housings are 
employed for engaging the upper and lower 
movable sash, with a single operating-spindle 
for effecting the withdrawal of either dog, and 
an arm or lever for actuating said spindles, 
and co-operating with a fixed plate or escutch 
eon for locking or holding the spindle in a 
neutral position or with either dog retracted; 
and the Said invention consists in the improved 
construction and arrangement of the escutch 
eon Orlocking-plate and its application to the 
spindle, whereby the former is adapted to en 
gage and support the latter, and at the same 
time is rendered adjustable with respect there 
to to accommodate frames of various construc 
tions and inner stops of different thicknesses; 
and the said invention consists, also, in the 
combination, with a system such as indi 
cated, of an improved form of locking-dog, 
which will permit of the movement of either 
sash in one direction to close the window with 
out the necessity of manipulating the spin 
dle, all as hereinafter more fully described, 
and pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a view in perspective of my improved sash 
fastener as applied to a window-frame, the lat 
ter being shown in dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a 
side view of the escutcheon or locking-plate 
and spindle. Fig. 3 is a side view of one 
of the locking-dogs, and Fig. 4 is a similar 
view illustrating a modification of the same. 

Similar letters of reference in the several 
figures indicate the same parts. 
The dogs A, A, for engaging the sash, are 

5o pivotally supported in independent housings 

BB, as by trunnions a, formed upon the said 
dogs and working in bearings b in the hous 
ings, and said dogs are pressed outward with 
their ends projected and in position to enter 
notches in the sashes, or in a strike-plate ap 
plied to the latter, by springs contained within 
the housings. Extending transversely through 
the housings B B is the operating-spindle C, 
which, as it is oscillated in opposite direc 
tions, alternately engages the upper and lower 
dog to release the corresponding sash. The 
connection between the spindle and dogs is 
preferably effected by passing the spindle 
through enlarged openings a, concentric with 
the axis of the dogs, and forming a shoulder, 
a', in each of Said openings, with which a 
feather, c, on the spindle makes contact in one 
direction only. m 
The combination and arrangement of de 

vices as above described do not constitute 
material elements of the present invention, 
but are merely shown by way of illustration, 
as exhibiting one mode of applying my said 
invention in practice. 

Instead of continuing the spindle C through 
or into the reveal, as heretofore, it terminates 
at a point within the inner stop, the latter being 
mortised or cut away to accommodate thearin 
C, which latter is cast or otherwise secured to 
the inner end of the spindle, and is provided 
with a sliding or extensible outer section, C, 
for engaging the escutcheon orlocking-platel), 
which latter is constructed and applied as foll 
lows: The plate or escutcheon Dis designed to 
perform three offices: first, to cover and con 
ceal the mortise in the inner stop and inclose the 
arm C"; second, to afford a bearing for the in 
ner end of the spindle; and, third, to engage 
with movable outer section, C, of the arm C. 
and lock or hold the spindle; and, in addition 
to this, said plate or escutcheon is rendered 
applicable to different thicknesses of stops 
without interfering with its action in the other 
particulars mentioned. The said plate or es 
cutcheon D is composed of a slotted face-plate, 
d, (preferably arc-shaped to more nearly con 
form to the line of movement of the arm C C,) 
which rests upon and is secured to the face of 
the inner stop, and upon the outer side of said 
face-plate, or that next the window-sash, is 
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formed or secured a dependent flange, d", fit 
ting the mortise on the side of the inner stop, 
and provided with a slotted or furcated ex 
tension, d, which, when the mechanism is 
applied to the frame, projects beyond and em 
braces the spindle C. As before described, 
the arm C is provided with an adjustable or 
extensible outer section, C, the two parts be 
ing joined, as by a screw-threaded connection, 
c', and said outer section, C, projects through 
the slot in the face-plate d, and is provided 
with a handle or thumb-piece, by means of 
which the spindle C is oscillated to effect the 
withdrawal of either dog, and when forced 
into engagement with the sides or walls of the 
slotted plate serves to lock or hold the spin 
dle in position with either dog retracted or at 
the neutral point with both dogs projected. 
It will be observed that by this construction 
and arrangement of parts the bearing of the 
inner end of the spindle is made integral with 
the locking and covering plate or escutcheon, 
and is applied to the spindle near the point of 
attachment of the actuating lever or arm, and 
by virtue of the movable or extensible outer 
section, C, and slotted or furcated bearing 
said plate or escutcheon is adapted to be ap 
plied to stops of different thicknesses. 

It is preferable, though not essential, that 
the furcated or slotted bearing be made as an 
extension of the outer dependent flange, d", 
which latter is employed when the inner stop 
is mortised through to the edge, whereby the en 
tire mechanism can be inserted or withdrawn 
without removing the inner stop. 

For the purpose of seculing the spindle 
against longitudinal play, it is provided with 
shoulders or flanges c”, between which and the 
arm C the slotted or furcated bearing is re 
ceived. 

lBy virtue of the connection between dogs 
and Spindle the former are at all times free to 
move upon the latter in a direction to disen 
gage the sash, and they are held projected by 
the elastic pressure of their springs only; 
hence when the spindle is held or locked in 
the central or neutral position the springs 
alone control the movements of the dogs and 
hold them in engagement with the sash, 
whether the latter be open or closed. 
As heretofore usually constructed, the dogs 

being held projected and in engagement with 
both the upper and lower sashes, the latter 
cannot be raised or lowered without first act 
uating the spindle to retract the correspond 
ing dog. 
As Sash fasteners of this kind are mainly 

intended to prevent the entrance of an in 
truder, the provision made for locking the 
Sash against movement in a direction to close 
the window (except where the lower sash is 
not provided with a counter-balance) is not 
only unnecessary, but is a positive defect, as it 
prevents the closing of the windows from the 
exterior, which operation it is frequently de 
sirable to accomplish, and offers an impedi 
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ment to the expeditious closing of the win 
dows from the interior, as upon the sudden 
appearance of a storm, or where a small child 
is called upon to close the lower sash. In or 
der to overcome these difficulties, and at the 
same time preserve all the valuable quali 
ties of the fastener such as described, I for in 
upon that side of the engaging portion a' of 
the dog nearer the pivot an inclined or bev. 
eled surface, a', which, as either sash is moved 
to close the window, will, by riding against 
the edge of the orifice in the sash or strike 
plate, cause the dog to be pressed back into 
its housing and against the pressure of the 
spring, so that the sash may be moved in one 
direction; but as soon as the next succeeding 
orifice in the sash or strike plate arrives oppo 
site the engaging portion of the dog the lat 
ter will be again projected into it, thereby se 
curing the sash against motion in the opposite 
direction until the spindle has been oscillated 
to withdraw the dog. 

In my prior patent, No. 329,804, I have 
shown and described a sash fastening device 
wherein the two dogs provided with locking 
shoulders and inclined faces are each pro 
vided with a separate spindle and actuating 
mechanism, and a locking device common to 
both actuating mechanisms. 
My present improvement in respect to the 

provisions for facilitating the closing of both 
sashes and for locking the actuating mechan 
ism in position, as compared with What is 
claimed in said patent, consists in the employ 
ment of but a single actuating-spindle for con 
trolling the movement of both dogs, and a 
single locking mechanism for maintaining said 
spindle in position to retract either dog or 
permit them to be held projected by their 
springs, whereby the mechanism as a whole 
is materially simplified without losing any of 
the advantages appertaining to the employ 
ment of the automatically. retractible dogs or 
bolts. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new is 
1. In combination with the locking - dogs 

and their actuating - spindle, the escutcheon 
provided with a slotted plate or furcated bear 
ing for the said spindle, and adapted to be ap 
plied to the inner stop, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In a sash-fastener such as described, the 
combination, with the movable dogs and the 
spindle for engaging the dogs, provided with 
an actuating-lever bearing an extensible sec 
tion, of the slotted locking-plate co-operating 
with the extensible section of the actuating 
lever and the furcated plate formed integral 
therewith, and embracing the spindle, and 
forming an adjustable bearing therefor, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. In combination with the spindle for actu 
ating the dogs, its arm or lever, and the shoul 
ders or flanges on said spindle, the detachable 
escutcheon provided with the slotted plate or 
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furcated bearing for application to the spin 
dle, substantially as described. 

4. The combination, as herein set forth, with 
the spindle C, its operating-lever C, movable 
section C, and locking-plate D, of the inde 
pendently - supported locking - dogs A, pro 
vided with reversed and inclined surfaces a 
and engaging surfaces a, each of said dogs be 
ing provided with a spring, an opening to re 
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ceive the spindle C, and a shoulder, a, for en- Io 
gaging the feather on said spindle when the 
latter is oscillated in one direction, substan 
tially as and for the purpose set forth. 

JOHN Y. BASSELL. 
Witnesses: 

FRED F. CHURCH, 
JULIUS SOLGER. 

  


